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HAHFI'E RCOKY MOUNTAIN EXFEDITION COF léﬁ%-'hﬁ-
During the "MoTmon War'", while Lhe Onited States Lroops under Gena-

rel Albert Sydney Johnston were encamped at Fort Bridger®; the supply

e . S

*Tha.ir_ ancampmant bthere was the Headguartérs of the Army of tFtE.'hi
and was offiedally called "Camp Scott"., It was about two miles sounth

q |of Fort Eridger, which labtter old trading poet, since Noeember, 1863,
o

{and nntil just before the arzival of the firsl Onited States troops,

had been ooccupied by the Mormons, who claimed to have bought 1t Trom

| Bridger, znd who o¢alled it "Forl Supply"., |(Sae H,H,Bancrofts Works,

XXy, 886, 897,.)
Lot Mol 1=

treins of General Johnston's army having been destroyed by the Mor-
mone, Captain Randolph B, -Marcy, wilkh a cetachment of B0 men;, was
ordered Lo procesd Zeross the mountiins, et Lhe advent of whal proved
to be an unusuelly severs winter, Lo procure supplies,

fppngerning this march, the Seoretary of War, Jobho B, Floyd, in his
Annual Heport for 1B58, says,

"The cestruetion of our trains by the Mormons, "issetesissess And bhe
disa=ters whioch necescarily flowed from it, drove Geameral Johmslton to
the necessity of sending & cetachment of men to New Mexico for sup-
pliss escantia) Lo preserve the whole command from the greatest ex-
tremity, and to onable him to preosscute his march with zll practicable
diapatch,

"Thia experition was intruslted to Captain H,B,Marcy,of the S5th
infantry; and,without intending to make an invidious comparison ba-
tween tha sarvices of officers where all ‘are meritoricous; it is but
just to bring the conduet of this officoer and his command to your
pspacial notice, It may be safely affirmed that, in the whole cata-
logue of hazardous expediltions scallered so Lhickly Lbhrough the his-
tory of our border warfare, [Cilled as many of them are wiithk appalling
taleas of privation, hardship, and suffering, not one surpesses thimg

~and in some particulars it hes been hardly egqualled by any.

ftaptain Marcy lelt Fort Bricdger on the 24¢th day of November, 18357,
with & command 67 lorpty enlisted man and twanby-five mountzin men,
kardars, packara,ihﬂ guides, Their courae lay Lhrough an almost
trackless wilderness, over lofty and rugged mountains, without =
pathway or a human bBabitation to guide or direct, in the very depth of
winter, through snows for meny miles together reazching to the deplh
of five Teel, Their beasts of burden very rapidly perished until very
few waras left; Lheir supplics gave outb; Lheir lugpape was abandonedj
they wers driven to subaist upon Lhe carcasses of thelr dead horeas
&nl mulesi =1l Lhe men became granli emaciated; some were (rost-bit-
Lang.yet not one murmur of diseontent escupau bthe lipa of a single man.

L= _-—I_'__‘—I—-_____



Hruay Pee, ﬂ.:'.f... Al . o

g Their mission wes one of exireme importance Lo the movementa of tha
ermy, &nd greal diszaster might befall tho command if thess devoled

wen Tailed te bring succor Lo the camp, They had one and all volun-
teared for this service, and,although they might freeze or die, yot
they wonla not complain,

"Alter a magoh of Tifty-ome days they emerged from Lhe foreals, and
found themaelves at Forl Massachuselis,in New Mexico, During Lheir
whole march Captain Mercy ahared all the privations of Lke common
aoldier — marching, sleeping, anl eating ae they ¢did, After a short
delay 2t this posl, for the purpose of reeruiting his party and pPro-
curing all néecessary supplies for his relurn, he set ocut for the ormy
al Fort Bridgan.n

R
egites Liese & rngglgg¥§§£§¥g§§ﬁrnval from the Seerelary of War,

Captein Marcy alse had Lhe honor of receiving, after his return to
Focel BEridger, 2 highly commendatory letter from the general-in-cfief.
of the ax us:l.t.innT _

The narralive here gf?an# 8 Tuiler than any deMdeingle stztemont of
it ever before dede written, being based on 2 number of separale zo-
counts, That of the szstward journey, 1s based on ons unofficiazl and
two official narratives and one itinerary by Captein Marcy himself;
iﬂﬂ;that of the raturn jJournsy on ohe unofficial and three official
narratives and itineraries by Marey,and an official itinerary-report
by Colone)l W.W.Loring. In so far as_practiczble, the story will ba
told in the firat persdn, using Lke worda of Lhe uri;inal narratoras
but matter will be used from Lhw various sources inuianiiminntmly, and

f'l.-r-' '_-l-"h 7 5 &
i'ulurﬁﬁaﬁnn‘ﬂi 1 be mide TTebbe-brdes-pereoon by the pressnt eriter
whaneyer necessary bto connecl such maller inko readable form, or te
elucicats or condense, Matter in guotation marks, except s otherwise

= b ba und&;rtuﬁd'huEillglIlillﬂ the words of Captain Marey,
SR, T e ety - — il Ty
"Or. the 24th November, 1887, I received 2m order from Colonel A,5.

doknston commanding the army of Otah, to Ernuuaﬂ by tha most dirast
route to New Mexico for Lhe purpose d!uggﬂ%ﬂ%lﬁg%ﬂgiggi&nééjraplaug
tho=e Lht{*.lnl:l.ﬂ had ®perished upon the march from the Missouri
river to Camp Scolt.

"Ar offjicial stalemenl from Lhe senior gquartermaster with Lhe army,
showed that one half the herses of the batteries and two-thirds of
those of Lhe dragoone and a very large percentage of the mules had
dipd; and there wae good reason Lo balieve,from the famished conditiom

— of Lhe remajning animals, that the greater part of these might nol
survive a severe winter,

"1 laft Camp Seott®on the 27th of November, R¥EA"En escort of forty

=== ﬂoldiaga_,%um_.ﬂiﬂ_-ﬁ% th regiment ,ﬁ%wﬁz
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eitizens as pguides, pa¢rars,an¢ herdera.
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ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ,t whan ya laft Fnr 1L th E Was a7 gix inches of snow on Lhe
ﬁnL myy

ground, 1dﬂﬁ,- 5.wall &a

brer! mountain men, were of opinion

LEal wa_should nok,at hhat early season, find over two feet of snow

upon Lhe summibt.of. the mountains,

TheFVE&nn balieved that we conld i

make-the Lrip to Fort Massachusetts,lew Mexico,in twenty-five deysi
but. to make sare of kavinp enough proviaions,I desmed it wise Lo Lake

Ahirty ﬂarﬂ* supply, ghick,with oug lugzage, wnq_gfnknd upon ai:hy-aixl l

i. "our route, which crosses the Uhinty and Rogky mounkains cheine in a’’ B

y vary direct course for New Mexiee,

had bnen travafi by Lrappers and

hunters in the summer season, but I cannol learn that it had uva%ﬁiﬁi& A

+F bean .traversed in the winter, TEka

Tndiane, and indeed the veleran

monuntainsar Bridger [}hn #id not accompany Mercy's u:paditiuﬁ), pro-

nounced the bLransit impracticable at that season, a the junction &t a

point where it was one hundred yards wide lnd three feet deep, with a
rapid current flowing over a gravelly hud

There is good graes throughout Lhe vallay of Henry's Fork; timber,
spruce=-pins, cottonwood and willow; good camps at any point on Lhe

cresk,

From their first cromssing of Greaen river the route whioh they fol-

+ FI%7 10wed passes "nearly east alomg the northern slope of the mountains
bordering Green river for six miles, when the trail turns down a very
precipitous and rocky bluff, crossing Green river again at a good ford

with only eighteen inches depth of

waber upon a roeky bed,

”Tg;l thernce in a southeast cirection to bLhe summit of & very ale-
veted plateau",of the "Uhinty" {?intnﬁ] range, "enolosed on both sides
by lofty mountains, Our trail treverses the entire lengih of this
plateau, and at the scuthern extremity makes an abrupt descent of
probably a thousand feet into the valley of Box Blder cresk; thenca
dowr. that stream for eight miles below its junction with Bireh [Bruaﬂ

ereek, when we turned south over &

very rough country aml in nine

miles struck Ashley's Fork, which is & elear ragid stream about twenty

yvards wide and twelve inches deep,

igguing from the southern slope of

Uhinta mountains, TIn the highlands bordering this stream there is a

great abundance of excellont grass,

gbill mild and pleasant,

and we found the temperature haere

"prom Lhence we struck south to OGreen river, whick we followed in
ite tortuous meandarings for twenty-thres miles, In many places it is
encleosed by high bluffs of white and red sandstone rising almost por-
pandicularly from the water and rendering il necessary for us to fol-
low the Incdian btrail passing direotly over them,
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¥ "The river bottom is gemerzlly ¥ery narrow, bul in places spreads
out from one-fourth to half a mile in width, and 48 here covared with
& luxuriant growth of grass, Cotltonwood, willow and birch skirt the
banks, whioch during seasons of high water are ovarflowed,

.y

"The general course .of ths rive _f'ag the point whers ST e
Lo onr laat urnl:;nmmﬁm by a “good ﬂ:rrﬁuw '
WigEdddd _sbove tke mouth of White river, ie south 2% west,

_"our trail on leaving Green river corosses Wkite river threes miles
above its.mouth.at the first point where the highlands on the north
approach Lhe stream, White river runs west 20° south, is thirty feet
wide with a deep and rapid current flowing over & soft alluvial bed
between high eclay banks, and 45 a difficult stream Lo ford with safely,

"Prom thence wo travelled eight miles in a course south 5° west,
which took us to ancther Lribulary of Oreéen river oalled Eox Elder
oreek, This we found aboult ten feet wide with abrupt clay banks, and
ite sy valley narrow and bounded by high.hluffn of light grey
sandstone, Our track follows 2 small Indian trail QJEEE the north
bank of Lhe oreek for nineteen miles, We found grass in detached
spote along the sides of Lth hiuffu, but generally there is very litL=
tle grass in this locality, ( Wetaer brackisk; no wood except sage and
greasewnod,

*’EH‘-&&T The Indian trail above mentioned had now "led us to the faoot of the

il
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mountain dividing Oreen from q&nﬂ river, Here we fTound Lhree lodges
of Digzror Utes, &nd engaged one of them to aect a8 guide over thae
mﬁnntlin:

"On leaving the oreek we atrusk into & narrow and tortuous oxffon™,
which,in Your first dajys march led us,by a ¥Yery regular grade, to the
lummii of an eleval p.ﬁrﬁiﬁ1ﬁifid1n: the watera of Green and Grand
rivers, We encamped atﬂiﬁh read of the cafon,and,after supper, our
Indian guide came to me anc expressed some doubt as Lo whelher we werse
in posession of tke artieles he had bean promised for his services,
and Jim Bakesr,the interpreter,advised that they skould ba skown te him.
Aceordingly, Lhe knjife, powder, lead,and paint were ospread out befors
him; and, although I rather disapproved Lhe proceeding, Eaker allowed
him to take poss=eésseion of them,

"Eefore T lay down for the night I posted sentinels around the camp,
and directed the guard Lo keep careful wateh upon the Indian, About
midnight I was awakenad by Lhe sesgeanl of Lhe guerd, who reported
that he belisved our Indian guide intended deserting, as he had placed
his rifle and all his other effects in such 2 position Lhat he could

saize them instantly, and he appeared to be watehing for an opportuni-
Lo break away, T repezted to Lhe sergeant Lhe order Lo gnard him

/
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*p Jelosely, and tirected him,if he made any altiempt at deserting us, Lo

geisa and tie him,

"In Lhe course of an hour the sergeant returned wilth the intelli-
gence that,in spite of 21l vigilancae,lths fellow had broken away from
the guard and sscaped, T regretted this, beoause we wanted his servic-
es to pilot us acroes the summit of the mountain on the following day,
We were obliged, however,to sel out without him, and,shortly after

# P 29pemarging from the oafion, found ourselves upon a level plateau about
f'F‘.,!'h'-"Ftﬂn miles wida, I'.H!Lﬂr travelling fifteen miles across Lhis| the state-
mente "ten miles® and ™iftesn lllﬂﬂu.f are %r I_I._t::n narraldvea) splEideld,
wa found it Lermjinated in a towerin [ aipsi 21most
perpendicular cliff or bluff of roeok -uvurlnuking the valley of Grand
A P29 river and ita two principal tributaries, the Bunkaree and Oompadre ,;ni
==y

J | *The "Bunkard and the"Uncompadre" (for lncompahgre), as Marcy else-

where calls these two main branchea of Grand river, are of ocourss, ra-
A spectively the Nortk Fork of Grend, (now usuazlly called "Grand river™, )
*

rnd the nison, It would seem,therefore,that Lhe Indian name,ln-
: compahgre formarly apgliuu not only Lo Lhe river now a0 called, but
e B t part of the Gunnison between Delta and Grand JunuLiun,

¢ Colorado, Th-tglrt of the Qunnieon river whioch im above Dalta, from
e the head of Tomiohi cresk down Lo the iunﬂtiun of the Tneomahgre and
¥

ﬁ; E}u Eunniuuni 'E!ii Enliave, primitive called the Tomichi,-F,W,Cragimn,
+

F.I8% gome two thousani feet above itf “Upon the summit of this table.land
the snow was two feet deep, makirg It very diffioult travelling, and
covering up the Lral?&n guch & manner tkhat wa ware obliged Lo search
for several hours be
paased down tha face of the bluffa,

¥ Fa3? "Oon resching this laofty ascarpment,it did not seem possible that cur
mnples could descend it, and, indeed,I had been previously told that M
thers was but one place for fifty miles along thie cliff where Lhe de-
clivity was practicable for animals, and this was &bt 2 point where tha
Tndians had eut out a narrow path along Lhe face of Lthe bluff, winding
around over rocks and along the brinks of deep chasms,’

"We bivouacked in Lhe Bnow directly upon the verge of this praclplna,
where we had a magnificent view of the valley of (Orand river and the
Socky Mountaina bayond, Immadiately after we halted I sant out Baker
te search for the trail leading into the valley, and it was not until
late abt night that he disecovered it, 1In the morning we aﬁ}'ﬁgd’“}:&a“” Bl

Wik We Fappoe] ExCdte
-]-E.-"Ff"t.nrhunun defile and commenced Lke &aluntﬂﬂg‘hn rail led us down e :

i g £ : " ! Himagd ki
. wmﬂigﬁlfg“t ;:Ea‘f : nt for probably eightaen hunu.rar.'l Tasth bey
. 8 - ¥ T pack mulas hacd
' great diffioulty in keeping their footing, COccasionzlly one of them
would fall, and,with his pack,T0oll n?ﬂrllnd over for thirty or forty

ore we succesdad in finding the place where it
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*Tfﬂnﬂ’fﬁet, until he was brought up by a tree or projecting ﬂrag:?

f"P P "En ﬂj:"l;':i‘.\"ifﬂ .“.'.,';,_,l,‘.hr?,.-,b:fﬁ'arfi:ut'?qrh“iﬂqprll.tilaiﬂrTI:Eq -ﬂll.l'}' ourselves in a deep
El]‘tl.'r'njl _mwmﬂiw,and—mmm
r ﬁﬂnf—um-q.p-—hm, while, as I h“@nﬁﬂi' bafore, directly over

our heads,upon the summit of the plmtaiu,iallay two faat ﬁeep_4'

"We discovered at this place & naturally inclosed pesture, contain-
ing about twe hundred aores,surrounded by an almoat parpun&inularllrap
wall some two hundred feet in height, and with but one opening of not
more than a hundred yards wide, Our animals were all turned inte this

$ P10 natursl turral, and & herdsman staticned at the opening secured them &
as perfectly as if they had been shut up in 2 stable,

"We picied up 2 horse hore Lhat had become very fet upon the rich
bunoh grass, He had probably been loat or abandoned by Lhe Indians,
We appropriated the animal, and subsequently used him for food 4in the
mountaing,

+ /@2 "The trail led us down the windings of this cafion with & peneral
bearing of southeast for sixteen miles, running along the banks of a
small stream called Paint Roek ereek, which rises in Lhe cafion angd
empties into Grand river, The trail then leaves Lthke eresk and turns
Lo Lhe east, skirting the mounteins bordering Grand river valley for
thirteen miles, when jt bears to the south and in seventesn miles §n-
tersects Gunnison's wagon trmﬁgtgi;iﬁsal from New Mexico through the
Euteh-e=tope Pass,, Thie roac could be digtinguished in places, but
for tﬁ:'mnﬂt part the grass kad grown over and obliterated all traces
ef 4it,

T+ PP m&;gﬂfm. valley of Grand river Lo '&mﬁ'}hu
| ﬁﬁ#ﬁ%:“ﬁ;g af - - thﬂ Eun¢ar1* and Uneo patre,
_ﬂ}, {I::&::E;PLE:EHEEE;_;;:E;;u LEis nnﬁn “H:h-un-kah-rna"; ln&_h;;p gigas
Ll 1 _ﬂ I'.I"_ The hatten 2 boutJS Mibes™
* ﬂ.'l."l both bf whioh Inrdai:‘ OTmeT, né'ﬁ.r & predent city of grand
dunction, abou Daaambur iﬂth* tha laiter about two days
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later, at Robidoux's old ford,a ahnrt distance baiga_ﬁelt%] bnt Hitp

much diffioulty, as the water was deep and rapid and filled with

floating ice, and encamped at the base of the %R1k HuunLainl Efand

HBE%] near the remeinse of an old trading pepi Eﬂtahlishmant

Hvuumpah;réj which had Yormerly besn oc¢cupisd by a man named thauﬂ&n‘
o [ggtninﬂ Eﬂhidﬂuﬁj,uf St,Louis, who wandered out intc this romots

wildernese many years agon, bubt ﬁ?ﬁraubaaquanhly driven away and his
'j',l?":[ bulldings burned by the Indians, We found no snow in these velloys, o
and the ptmosphers wea mild,with much of the grass greon,






