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THE MAESACRE AT OLD FORT EL PUBBLO:
JE
AN ANUTEENTIC VEESION OF THE EVENT, U*EJ?;E E*EH CNE CF THE BARLIZEY
INHABITANTE AND FEOM A LATER FPREGUENTER OF THE JSTHEFTEHHEHT P
- o - - =
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On & spot now in the heart of the City of Fueblo, dolorado, and which
waa Lhen just outzide of the limil of Lke Republic of Mexioco, — a spok
not far from the left Bank of Lhe Arkansas river, bul whose closa

viedinity that fiokle stream hes now long since forsaken, — a amall

" of Americans, in 1842, built and ococoupied an - eEssc
adobe-walled fort, as a place of domjcile, farming and trading,

This establishment later became and was for & number of years a
common stopping place and rendezvous of tradiers, Lrappers and travela.
lers, not only of Anglo-saxaon, bult also of French, Spanish, and Indian
axtraction, It wae known aa "Fort el Pueblo", or as Yel Fueblo de
Ean Carlos", or "the Puebloc of SL, Charles": the Lwo latier namas from
the Rito Ean Carles (St, Charles oreek), crossed a little before reach-

i it from Lrﬁgf&*tlumnnta of New Mexico, dut for short, it was-
glad ;anarally,""thn Puablon, or & £, CRaalea®

1
-FL i* not- my purpose,in this article,to give en account of the

i _Matunmif ihis fort and community; but rather to narrate the event
thal terminated Emat feulal or F"’%ﬂ#ﬁl pericd of the History of Lha

IT

TooaTity, =

4#.In the days when the territory southk ant wesi of the upoer Arkansas
river belonged to Mexico, the wild tribes hes been an almobt constant
sconrga. to the inhabitapls of New Mexieco:; and Ehe situation was by no
means at once relieved when in 1846 that territory was accupied by Lhe
Oniter States, ENEWIEEESEMIEYVNERENSERMIEZEWKNENE 1r the forties
and fifties, military axpacditions were sent inteo tha Navajo counblry
agajn anag again, - namely, in iB46, '47, '48, '48, '52, and 158, —
resulting 2lways in treaties and promises which wers WMMaeddxksy broken
almost aEs soon as mads, The Apaches und Southern Utes, lirewise,
bul rarely ceased from deprecetions on the sebllemenls of New Maxisn,
plundering, murdering and teking captive ; and they were often at open
war, not only with Lhe natives of Lhe counlry, hut pyee with Lhe

Oriitad States LroopE as well,
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A military campaign against Lhe Jicarilla Apaches, became necesszary
early in 185435 and before Lhe close of thal year, the Muache Ttes —
ancient allies of the Jicarillas,and c¢losely related Lo them hy
intermarriage, though of a different linguistic atoe: — had made
common cause with Lhe latter and bhegun open hostilities,

The olther Bouthern Utes, —Capoles, Weminuches, anl Tabeguaches—,
lika the Navajoes, Leld aloof from the war,

In their operaltions againat Lhe whites, the Ltwo confederated tribes
acted in eorrelation, the war parties of the one sl tribe moving
for the most part separately from those of the octhar, for the
furtheranca of their common ends; bul Lo some extent, individuals of
the Jicarillas entered Lhe ranks of the Muaches, and vioe varsoha,

On Christmas day of 1854, occurred at Port el Puseblo a tragedy
;ﬁiﬁiwna part of that war and which wound up the affairs of the old
fort —though not of its locality— a8 2 seatl of human activity and
hakbitation; and this was no less than a wholesalie messasore of the
inmates aof Lthe Tort, by the Indians,

The story of the massacre has heen often told: but in none of Lhe
acconnte that T have been able Lo find, has it been told very

correctly, or,the Etratagr been rolatad hinh L;g iﬁ%&&fﬁ?ﬂnhiuf
Blaned, am‘ﬂ’f%ﬂﬁ.uh& *ﬁfﬁra, —wﬁg r'_l% Et Is 8 affair,

I shall here tell the story mainly as il has been related to mes by
Mrs, Juana Mariz Simpson,by the kindness of her daughter and son,

Isebel and Robert,as interpreters; and by her son-in-law, Mr, ?a ob ‘E-‘
Seard, Mrs., Simpson (nde Suasa) was the wife of Mr, {%gky :

Simpson, one of Lhe naiﬁiqa huilgaru and ownars of the fork; she

lived in ths fort fo nﬁulnhad’un after it was firet esteblished,
Mr, Seard was first at Lh fnrt in 1850
Rt
Eefora listening Lo Lht account of 5atrt, let us glance for
a moment at the chief, Blanco, its lesader, as desoribed m

W |n Paters' Life of KilL Carsong and a2lse for a amomen! sl hias prede-
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a-wﬂl-ﬂi-k aolera
¢essor, Uhioco Velasquez, that we najrm not only of Lthe arch-

conspirator, but alseo of the reputalion which evidently Blanco sup-
posed himself bound to meintain,

In the Indian troubles of 1848 and several years following,in New
Mexico, Lhe most notorioms and dreaded war chief among the Muaches and
Jicarillas was Mieededyuealy nown to Lhe Mexicans as Chico
Velasques . "His name, for many years," says Pelers, "was a terror
to the surrounding counlry, Hie savage brutality knew no bounds, and
ke was truly 4n his elament,only when he was tearing the bleoody scalp
from his half-lifeless viotim, He was Lthe aworn enemy of Lhe
Americans and Mexicans, end his hunting-knife was rarely clean of
human blood, until his cruel 1ife, by Lhe wise decrses of an all-sesingd
Providence, was suddenly ocut short, He fought against his diseass
(smalil-pox) with that rashness that had bheen his ruling spirit through
life, and thus ingloriously terminated kis days, The pride of this
man wags Lo strut through the Mexican Lowns and gloat over his many
erimas, To the gazing orowd, he would point out Lhe trophies of his
ourders, whioh ha never failed to have about him, To his fringed
leggins wers attached the phalanges (or finger bones) of those vietims
whom he had killed wilh his own hands, On the one side, he proclaim-
8d Lo his audjlors, were Lhe fingers of the Mexicans; while on the
other,were the same lokens from Lhe Americans; and it gave him great
delight,ironioslly to dwell upon the latter name, With whip in hand,
he atruck out right and left when anything displeased him," Only
ence have we Lhe record of Lhis bullying chiefizin being cowed; and
this was on Lthe occasjon of his Lhreatening Lo use his ready whip on
the body of the famous Mexican hunter, Armador Sanches, who sprung to
his feet and,Maaipabceda with = lump of lead uplifted in his hand,
warned him that he would dash his brains out with it if he bmt ﬂﬁﬂﬂ.ﬁ
the whip to strike him,onos, i

The death of Chico Velasques cccurred in the fall of #854, not Jdohg
before the Fort el Pueblo massacre,

In ﬂutqgg; of that rtark_ he Muaches hed met Qovernsr and Tndian
Buperintendent Merriwether,of New Mexico, and A ntlgﬁt Carson and

an A P - =
others, in a coupoil at the little Mexigcan village of Ab qum’,ﬁ““gg‘%‘!

oeall masaload 7 ._.M'_:'..gn&m*nds—% v Y N genlalonct aonsd . ik
& Rio nrarﬁiﬁ‘k Net long pri ; to this,ﬁ‘lﬁ te warrior, i‘p:hf}]

estesmed by his tribe, had been foully and unprovokedly murdered by
some Mexicans for the sake of an 0ld coat that he wore; and this sl
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sirliipidy ha) greatly outraged the feulings of the Utes, whose position,

 # been equivocal, their sympathies inclining Llhem Lo
Wﬂu in the war which the latter il had heen waging,
The matter was with diffieulty smoothed oVer in Lhe ocouncil, and not
wholly to the satisfaction of Lhe Muaches, who deparled from Abiquiu,
notwithetanding their presents, considerably dissatisfied, asoc Lhal
Carson, al least,feared they yet would make Lrouble, L;;gff

Shortly after this council, and while the Musches were proceeding
np the San Luis valley to their hunting-grounda, an epidemio of small.
pox broke ocul mmong them, resulting in Lthe death nf‘hanuidarnﬁlﬁ
number of them in a camp which Lhey estiblished for the sick ones
in Lthe western part of Lhe valley, Ly this sulden scourge, they lost
several of their head men, anl zmeng othors, Ltheir redoubtable Chico
Velasques, )

In a council whkich the Muaches held concerning Lhe appearance of
this epidemic amongslt them , Lhey @ concluded that the Superintend- lf###
ent was the cause of it,and "hat he had collected them together in
order thus Lo injure Lthem,and Le further his designs he had presented
to each of their distinguished warriors & blankel-coal, They found
that nearly every Indian whe had accepted lpﬁ_;ﬂrn }h;g_n;p;n;g_hﬁg_
died," pEelieving as they did,that Mde & second and grester nuhrnie
kad been deliberately added to the firsl one by Lthe whites, it_is
perhaps litlle Lo be wondered at Lhat Lbhey decided Lo go on the war-
path,in quest of revenge; .

The successor of Chion Velasgues,as war-chief, was Tierra BElanaca,
whose name may or miy nolt be in some way connected with Lhat of Lhe
gresk formerly of thal name,west of Cochelope pags,where Musche Joins
Tabeguache Ubte-land, & stream now known only by its English equivalent
fff name of White Earth, He was usually briefly called "EBlancoM, andhe
"1jd his utmost to walk io Lthe footsteps of bis illustrious prececess-
or; but he was nolt =0 cunning, and was less successful in his
encounters with the Americans and Mexicans, and Lherefore had nol
that infinence with his tribe which the former possessed, 5Lill, he
performed bis quantum of misckief, and", says Peters,wriling in 1858
or '59, "yeb lives to play him part in the great drama of Indizn
life, " i On anoltker page of Petera, wa read, "This Ghief,Elanco,
was & man who stood in his moocasinsg about five feet nine inehes, He
was rather thiekset, bul,to use an Indian phrase, as slrajght as an
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an arrow, The chief attraction about this Indian was his head, whioh

was finely developed, His luslrous blagk eye, filled with animation,
ghowed an active brain, whioh, unfortunately, was turned to bad mocount,
His forehead was lofty, yet was symmelrically chiseled, and every
feature aboul his face was as regular &5 if it had been carved for
soulptured perfection, Blanco was & man who,in any sphere of 1ife,
would hive beooms most certainly distinguished; and, under Lhe

influance of sducation,be migkt have risen even Lo greatneas, Tn

his unreclaimed state he showed to a decided disadvantage,

"The Muaoche hend of Utahs, under Ltheir renowned Chief,EBlanco,M
says Peters, who on another page of his book inadvertenily repre-
sants both Blance and his predecessor &s Apaches, Yafter trading for
all the powder and leed which they required, joined Lhe Apaches and
gommenced Lhe war in earnest, They waylaid and murdered Lravelars
on the roads, attackec towns, killed and made prisoners the people who
inhabited them, and beceme so formidable that for a lengtih of Lims
gverything was a2t their meroy. They lost no opportunity in showing
Ltheir power and in possessing themsaslves of the finest kerda of horses,
mules, cattls and sheep within Lkeir reach",

By December of 18854, the dwellers in Lhe Port el Puablo wars well
aware that the Utes weremad":; and a raid upon this anc the hgfh‘
other little settlements of the upper Arkanaas valley, was ahout half
gxpectad to take place abl any Llime,

The fort had not, for several years, been ococupied by any of ils
Aoglo-Amesrican builders and eriginal ownersj and it was abt thal btime
inhabited execlusively by native Mexicans from Tacs, ani their families,
gnd one or two Indian womsn,

The Commandants, or leading man, in the Puablo abl Lthe time of Lhe
massaore, was Benito 5““““1&}- an uncle of Mra, Simpson, He was well
acqueinted with Blanco, mnd Lhe Lwo had been on friendly terms,

Blanco Lherefore Lhe more resdily accomplished hia blcody purpose
by the following trick, in which he assumed the continuance of Lheir
provious friendship, disarmed the suspicions of Sandoval, and put him
completely off his guard, =

Coming to the fort, he addressed Sandoval pleasantly, and engaged
him in a friendly econversation, in the course of whick he presently
began to bkanter him playfully on Lhe matier of Lhedr ralative siill
a5 marksmen with the rifle, Tha two head often tried their skill
together, in this line, but, it would seem, not witk results =06 decisive
as Lo bury Lhe gquestion of their reapective merit beyond a renewel of \
eontroversy, Blenco insisted thal he could heal Sandoval in shool. .

-
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ing st & mark; end Sandovel as confidenlly affirmed BRis own ability
to outshoot Blaneo, The result was that a shootingematch was
arranged, to take place at once, which should settle, for the tima |
at leaet, Lhe mooted queation, !

Accompanied by & number of the inmates of the fort, they repaired
to a spot a short distance from the latter, and began the contast, |

Soon after Lhe match hed begun, & couple of Ute Indians came along ﬂ
as if by chance, and stopped to watch the sport, A lititle later, 1
two or thres more "happened"™ along, and also stopped Lo see the fun,
And at cloase intervals, uLhnrﬂ-rl } ﬂfﬂz:khruu &t a }Eﬁiﬁﬁﬁifa in the
same way, until quite a orowd of Huiﬁhnuhﬂ asidﬁé%fhi smalfer number
of Mexicans from the fort, was present,watching the sontest,

At the conglusion of Lthe mateh, Bandovel bthoupht that ke could'nt
very well let Blanco and his Indians go without giviog them food,
28 Lthe Tndians invariably extend such hospitality to the whites who
visit them and eclaim their friendship,in their camps, and they
uiﬁggtkaEmii&%ﬂfrﬁmtmunb. ot to be accorded such,dy professad
Moxican friends, especially at & Lime of somewhal strained relations
between the while and red communities, would almost surely be con-
gidered as & serious and intentional affront, Iuranvﬁr‘ e =
N R Sy || wes now aboul mid-day, and Sandovel's
watohful eye had detected no sign of anything but the most cordial
fealing on the part of his old-time friend Flanco,znd sssociates, —
g0 well did the orafty old partisan and his smooth politiciens play

thsir appointed parts,
The commandante, thersfore, A&nﬁﬁ%&%

askad BElanco and Lhe dusky speotators of the shooting-mateh to come
in and have somalhing to eat, All hands now repaired Lo the fort,

and went in, Pood was soon sel before them, With it ,of course,
acoording to the custom of the country at the time, Lthey must have
something Lo drink; and that something = little stronger Lhan water,
We are nol informed Juslt what beverage was used on Lhe cocasioni hat
it was presumably of the specles which was most readily obtainable
from the distilleries of Taos and vicinity, and which was kxnown Lo
the American LrappnraFini-Lraﬁnra and others,owing Lo the speediness
and effectivensss of its gquality, as "Taos lightning.?

The whole company were scon celebrating — if not striectly g merry
= At lozst & hilaricous Christmes,

Sut Blanco and his followers were careful not Lo drink as fresly
ag did the Mexicans; and when Lhe latter had begun to get well under
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the influence of Lhe "tangle-fool", the chief gave & signal, and a

general magssacre of the WEWEWL Mexicans by the Utes was begun, So
pudden and complete was the surprise, and 5o Relpless tha should.be
defenders of the fort, tLhat socarcely one of the latler escapad,

There were killed in this massacore, said Mrs, Simpson and Mr,
Heard, fifteen per:unﬁ, inclucing Henito EInﬂnrnl, the commandante,
Oof the oth who killec on the spol, H:ﬂ. Eimpson remembered
the names ﬁﬁlﬂ- who were Benito Baca, w i:géﬂ'g}-ﬂz]
ong arioc £ 5 . Little wonder that at her advnncna age
she was unable Lo reocall the names of the remainder, AL Lhe same
time, the Utes carrjed off captive from the Pueblo, a young married
" woman, Eefiora Chipeta Miera, ani two boya, #ﬁﬂﬂiﬁw
Felix Sancoval and Juyen Isidro Sapdovel, sons of Lthe commandante,

Befiors Miers ,MdWxXdEXWdWdy who is said to have heen o Mahdsome =~

young woman, scarcely more than 2 girl, wes afterward killed by
the Utes at Lhe Arroyo Salado (now known as Salt creek), south of
Fueble,

Only three persons wkom the Utes had intended Lo apprehend or to
¥ill, escaped from the fort aEthu time of Lhe massacre, Two of
these were women: one, Anfirea , the Mexiecan wife of one of tha men
killed in the massacorej and the other, an Indian woman ecalled Rosa,. -~
who bad been an inhabitant of the fort, Thesa Lwo women escaped
by hiding in the brush of the river bottom.land, The third person
who got away from Lhe Oltes, and Lhe unmﬂﬂﬂll‘%ﬂ the
fort at tha Lime hj i rwem Lhe attaek, was & Mexican named
]ggg}_g,“hhu escaped after being shot Lhrough Lhe mouth, with the
loss of his tongue, This man was familiar with the Indian sign-
language, by whick means he aAfterwards conversed about Lhe masoaere
and his eacape.,

0f the Lwo Sandoval boys, the older one; FPelix, was given up to
the Americans at Taos, when peazoe was alterward negotiated, in 1855.
The younger one, Juan Isidre Sandoval , was recovered a year or two
later, He was Llraded by the Utes to Lhe Navajoes, as a peon, end
was found among the latter Indians by a Mexican trader, who hought
kim as » speculation, The buying of captives — both white and
red = 85 slaves and for profit,from Lhe Indians, bhad for many
gonerations bhesn éarried on by & ¢lasa of traders in Mexico as &
business, and eontinued, even under the American regime,in New Mexico
for a decade or more &fter Lhe Mexiocan war, Juan Isidro wzs re-

stored to his mother on the payment of three hu“qiiﬁ di};nru in y
uad J;gﬂdﬂ rwi
monay.and merchandise, to the trader, Tha marchandigs ud% g




