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Sage oconocludes thlo rt of hls itlnary with a descriptlion (which
we presont elsewhere/ of the HErlngy at the present kanitou-
wilen he says the Arapapo call "the &edlein Fountain® and of the
red rocke to=day called" the Jarden of the Sods". .

— Ihe following ltinergry’of tie Divide trail 1s cart of an
official cne of an expeditlion mude by Celshe .Q.Lnrlﬂa’“w- h a
military force from Hew kexlco.cooperating wltli OnE 1éd by Capt.
Yaroy and describes points on the trall in northward order, or
in tne opposlte direction from that travelled by Sage,

" April 26,1858.= Arkansas Rlyer*.-- Road and canp gocd;
croased the 3an Carlos nine miles;rocky end difflcult descent
on both sldeg... 21 miles

"April 27,1858.--Fountain gus Boullla Cresk¥--The grass dry
not as much advanced as herctofore, otherwise a good canp; being
in the wvicinity of Capt. Marcy whe ia at the head of thls etroam,
(A 1itt1le below the soda Gpringa.Fwe) some twelve mlles cut of our
way; aent an order to him assuming conmand and requesting himte
join us a8 early aa practlcable; soon after leaving the A¥Kansas
, about four or five =lles, crossed the stresz and followed 1t
up al)l dBFesessnsnsns 25 milea.

“"April 28,1858,- J%E'n Egriﬁn.* Good camp;rolling but
good road;left the Founteln que Boullle about eight miles;the
exigrant trall®* comes into our road before leaving E%ﬁ ii'ﬂﬂk-.
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"ipril 29, I558.- Polot of Rocks--Crosged Squlrrel Creek
tiirtesn mlles and six or eight miles of oadp of to-dayjthis camp
is on the dividing ridge between the Arkansas and tie South Fork
of the Platte river; A snow storm commenced to-day at 5 P.iy.
and continued unremittingly until the 2d of May, whon its vlclence
pomewhat abatedjthe cold and violence of the wind was a0 great
thet human life was in conatent perll; a citlzen teamater=#
in the quartersaster’'s employ wzs frozen Lo death and aseveral
hundred sheep periahed in the storm, 8 large number of Lhorses
and cattle belongl to altlzens travelling wlth the command
also perished; s numbr of mules broke jhrough control and fled
before the storm, many &8 far as sixty miles;the entire number
with but few exceptlone were recovered.

What .8 Lhe Arkansas Hilverial FPt. EL rueplo] was the camp
reached at the end of this days travel,2l milaes from the camp
of the nlght before. St cﬁmrlau Creek{in the sputhern part of
the present Pueblo County’ was crossed at nine miles from the
camp of the nignt before,-which wae at Muddy Creek.FWC.
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*#hla®Chice Cutoff™, which was the route by which emlgrante
coming-west by thesArkansas River route resched the Old Divide
Trail. It laft the Arkansas rlver near the mouth of Chico Oreek

End reached Fountain Creek miles sbove the mouth of Lhe later,FWC.
% James Fagin. FiC.

The Old Divids Trall
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"raptaln Marcy whose herds were seven milea baclk (on Black
Squirrel Cresk), used every exerticn to save themjin the fury of
the storm gome three hundred of his mules fled ln the sameée manner
a8 in our camp;ihey slso with a few exoeptions wera finally
recovered, end I bellsave only those in beoth lnstances which
psrished in the storm were lostjone of hls herders in his effort
to recover them waa frozen to desth;in both canpa B large nusber
were badly frost bitten and otherwlse 1lnjured;the anow on the level
was two and a half to three feet deep, ond when drifted f".ft_.mam
or twenty feet; the antelope of the pralrie were frozen to deatih
Jonumber of them in our lumediste vieinity , pixing amoung our
sh.ep for protection and perishing with them; 30th of April.lat
2d and 3d of May remained in c¢camp to recovar our Anlmals and in
songeguence of bad roada occesioned by the recent storm..20 mlles.
“day 4,1858,- Black Foot.= 5till on the dividing ridge;
grass.good, weter thres fourtha of & mile to laft; 1n con-
sequence of the sno®the roads are very bad, o t lmpaaaable..I2 al.
“uay Sth 1858.= Head of Cherry Uresk .=flne camp;roads still
bad;Capbain Bowman co:mza company "A' 3rd Infantry and Oaptain
Marcy's detechment,Sth and 10th Infontry.ower took the command
here to~day;Captaln Bowman had marched from Ft,Msssachusettus
by way of Toas, sbout IS0 miles to Rayado, and the same dlstance
frou there an the olhera; bthe héerds also came up vwith us; another
snow atorm which lasted util the morting of the Bthjon the Tth
Captein “arcy cage into camp and also Liputeneft J.V.DuBolp with
his cetachment of rifles;the detachmint had marched from Ft. Unlon
with Captaln Hsroy;lmmedlstely on hla Jolnling, duty and inclination
required me to confer with CUaptain Marecy, as to thsa beat rood,
thoe mostexpedlitlous and the onée whlgh could afford the basat grasa
for his animals and thoae of the commmnd; the road he salcctad
lending in the direction of BEridger's Pass was continued but in
congequence of the gulde, who knew the route, navling left the
coamand,a large portlon belng without a road, 1t was thought
safeat to take Lhe route known &8 'Evan’a Trall';thls with
peyeral cut-offs proved the best and nearcest for the zeason
e wale mmninglllil-llllI--Il-illll'llli-lI'i-ii-ljlllq--lllll E ﬂilﬂﬂ.
"May & IS8, <Cherry Cresk-iiry roads ;fine camp;snow in the
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May 9,1858.~Cherry Creek.~ Miry rcads:;:fine camPees.I2 milss
"¥ay 10,185B.50uth E:.-rrE of the Platte River.= Good road and
fine camp; deep rapld anc aiificult atream to cross; bullt a flat
and completed the erpaslng by morning of the I4th. Qur course
since leaving Ft. Union has varied but little froum Nee... I17:1/2 Hi.
Colonel Loring's itinerary is miven ln the “ecretary of war's
ﬂﬁﬂ IEE 4
&
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The following iz & portionl Bent's Fert te the moutn of
Cherry Creek) relating Lo the 0id Divide Trail of Lbhe Westiport
to Plke's Psake iltinerary 1ished in IBE9 by Captaln Marey 1n
his "The Prairie Traveller".pp.259=-30I.

Miles; X
24, Arkansas River.-Fasas Pent's Fort. The graas &a excellent 1n
the viclnlty of the fort, but efter this 1t is not mo good.

The road runs over a blgh and conslderable broken country.

Good Camp.

Il. Arksnsas River.= Opposite the mouth of Aplshps Srecit good
eamp. Tha Huerfano Zountalina dn the Spanish Peaks Are in.eight
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from camp. The 'Cherokee Treil' comes in from Arkanssa near
Ben't Fort and lsads to the gold digglings at Cherry Creek

Mlles.
2

12,

151-. '

ricansas River.-Oppesite the mouth of Husrfano Crekk.

good camp and a ford opposite Charles Audebee's housa.

Arkmnass River.= At this point{near the mouth of Chico
Creek) the Cherokes trail beurs to the rlght and leaves the
river.the left hanmd or river road, runs up to the old
pusble at the mouth ¢f the Fountaine quil Boullle Creek

Ihe right hsnd read leads to the gold diggingd.

Fountalne qui Soullle.= The road strikes in s nortimast

coursgpgver & rolllng country, and comea upon the cyeak at
B moat-beautiful camp, where there 1s a graat abu g of &
Bood wood, "wdteriand grass. The wood ,water and gréas are

good _on all polnte of the Fountaine qui Spullle, and travellsrs can

17 1/2

5 I/2.
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camp anywhere upon thls atream.

Fountalns qui Boullls.-Hore (&t ths present town of
Fountain)the road fork, one running up the river snd the
ctoer strik directly across the divide of the

Arkansee and Flatte. 1 prefer ths left had rbad as itohaa?
more water and betler grusa upon it.

Forks of the Fountain qui Boullle.- Tha rosd to Cherry
Uresk herc leaves the Fountalne gui Boullle snd bears to
the right, There 1s & large Lndisn trall whigh crosses
Lhe galn creek and takes B northwest course toward Plke's
Feake. By golng up this treil sbout two miles & minersl
spring will be found which gilves the streem Lis name 2" The
Fountaln tost Bolls". This spring or rather thoae apraga
as there are two both of which boil up put of solid roak
are amoung the greatest natural curicsities that + nsve
@ver scen.The water 1s strongly lopregnated with salts
but ls dellghtful to the taste and somewhat Blmillar to the
Congresg-water.lt will compensate snyone for the trouble
of visiting it,

Black 3quirrel Oreek.- This oreek is near she crest of the
hlgh divide betwsen the Arkanss and Platte fivers, 4t is

8 amall running branch but always afforda good water.
There is plne timber herfend the grase is good on the
pralries to the east. This is & locallty which is very
sublect to severe storms &nd it was here theat “I en-
countered the meost sgvere snow atorm that I have aver
inown, on the firat day of May 1858, "I would advise
travellers to hasten past thils spot &s rapldly as posélble
during the winter snd spring monthe, =5 & atorm zight

"prove serlous here.

Hear thne heaAd of Cherry Creek.- The road ¢rosses one small
bransh at four miles from Black Souirrelvresk;it then takes
up to an elevated plateau which ln & rowny gcasdn is very
muddy.The camp (Blaskfoot) im at the firat tigber that i
found, neer the road to the left. Thers ia plenty of wood
water and graas here. There 18 also a good camplng place
at Loe amall brsnch (Polnt of Rooks at the source of West
Kiowa Creek) that 1s menticned.
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Miles;

I0. On Cherry Creek:= There ls good grass wood and water
throughout the valley of Cherry Ureek. The mountaine are
from flve to ten miles dlstant, on the left or weast of the
rosad and when I passed there was & great abundance of elk,
deer, antelope, bear, and turkeya throughout this sectlon.

Te On Cherry Creek.3ood camps
Il ©On Charry Creek.Good Camp.
17 |(Moutk of Cherry Creek at the South Platte.-Good camp and
& town bullt up since I passed, called"Denver city".

Total distance from 'estport to the gold digsings
685.1/4 wilen, * :

¥

P.5t. Yaorge Cocke Eﬂﬂning over this Uld Divide Trail in
Scenes and Adventures in the Army"
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July 23(1845);"vusterday we left the Platte snd encamped on Gherry
Creek--=,Plke’'s Peak as 1t is called raises its lofty dome of
Eiaﬁjh. as we advance; 1t 1s blsected far down by vertical white
atripa-==a»
To-day we Btill followed up Cherry Creek on its dry

sands; but toward noon 1t came running to meet us and there were
the patronysic cherrles; or rather the bushes and of the sort called
choke cherries. We are again encamped on 1t; but the highlend is before
us and adormed as the nearer hills with pines and with grass too;
and the prospect ls more homellke then &ny other since we left the
Little Blue near the Hissourl line.

July 24, We marched searly, still up 8herry Creck. From Kount Plke
a spur of the mpuntiains runs out to the east in 8 vaat tasble, -

the highlsda between two great rivers, the Arkansascdndrthe Plagtte.
This stream (Cherry Griqk? has its apring where the table land
breaks off into proméntories and these sre crowned with lofty
Plnes and rare snd welcome cakes.

Following 1t up at laat we were rewarded by dlacovering the
long vallejys highest secret chamber,its court of fountains, these
gave an emerald verdure to lts gentle grasay slopea; and ahrubes and ro
rose hushﬂuﬁaru in bloom, majeatlc furs and oakes gave srchese which
#xcluded the suns heat and glare, all was fresh and purs;man bad
made no mark end doves alone were thore., 1

July 25, For about three mliles we passed an open pine forest on tha
top of the highlands between the Platte and Arkensas and seven mlles
Irom camp wa drank 2t a small stream flowing toward the lattar.
When we emerged froa the woods a very extensive view opened to the
wast and south; no more forsat was to be asen; the prairies had an
Bbade of green whlch was a pleasing novelety; but this

grest slppe ham = southern exposure =nd 1ls high enough to share the
mountmlin showera. Be tuls ms 1t may be this 1s the most promlsing
cnuﬂﬁf? e nave seen glnce we first came to the Platte near ita
mouth. : -

Cur camp 13 on the Fountain qul Boullle. We senould heave much
llked to vielt the spring wnlech wag but fiftesn mlles from our courde
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Acoount of P..3t. George Cooke,contloued;With Col.Kearney and Dragoons.

But Maroh's Merch', 2nd 31 mllea we Lave nparched to-day.

July 26th; We followed the Fountain qul Boullle IT mlles and

then left it for & more directlcourse over the hills to Lhe
Arkansao.Ne found it & weary slsteen mlles wlthout water; broken
and barren and not at all green ,waa all the prospect Liere

gactus and spanish bayonet bave claimed it for thelr own, bul thers
waa snlmal 1ife, creatures which must be asalmllated to these
desolstion loving vegetablea.There were very extenslve viliges

of these queer "prairie dogs".

Kingsbury's ;iaumi ufaut.h& e Ex Hﬁnp“m Ihq Ew EU?BH'M
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we find mefitlonsofia Breasing by Lhe 83d—PiTEde
trati—in-18365—an follows;®22d(July 1835), merched twenty mlles
in a direction about S.l5.degrees E, The country as we approachad
the mountaing begins 1o mssume 8 more rough and broken ap _H
tiober more abundant:asw several sorts of wlid frult, such ag °
plums, ,cherriea,goceeberries ate, Passed peveral ercaks that
were ary, some of them skirtsd with timber.One of them(Cherry
Cresk) the traders usually sscended in passing from the Platte
to the Arkansss. The dlastance from the Platte to the Arkansas
is about ninety or one hundred mlles, and this 1la congldered
the nearest and moat mecesslble ( point)between them .

We shall now relats the two tales of the 0ld Divide Treil
menticned before in t.is ocecount; firet the atery of the Chase
Farily and then thet of Dick Wootton.

In the spring of IBAT the 0ld Divide Trall was trevelled
by & community of Mormon famllies bound to Salt Lake from the
temporary village of log ceblne in whleh they had spent the
previous winter , at what is now Pusblo,lolorados

On thls trall a thbe—eeedl 2 blt earller, nazely in
April of the same year, there bhad taken place a flght belween
the Abner Chass famlly and four others ln thelr train and a
band of Arapahoe Indians. An account of this affalr of mlngled
tragedy and rosance was related with some llterary llocence by
a participant, the Enﬁl.lnh. traveller frederie Ruxton in nls
"rife in the Far Weat" %,

" We should polnt out here thatt the wlldness cof some

of tha adventures relsted in Ruxton's “"Life in the Far West",
made mome gquestion thelr truthfulness..We find in the book amany
minor confuslions of persons ,places and times. In & letler whloh
Ruxton wrote to the edltora of Blackwoods Magazine where nla
acoount first appeared, Ruxton sosured them as follows;"With
regard to the incidents of Indian attacks, starvatlon,cannlbal=-
igm, e8tG.,] bhove invented not one out of my own head. They ire

¥ In the second editicn of "Liie in the Far fest’ Lhe true name
Chase la changed to Srant in deference to those of the Chase
femily who might cblect to this tale of thelr famlly.
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all matters of history in the mountsins; but 1 hive no doubi
jumbled the drsmatls personas cone with another, and may have
sonzitted snachronisms in the order of thelr ocourrence,” lie also
wrote;"The ooene where La Bonte Jolns the Chase famlly la so
far true that ne did make a sudden appearance ; but in realliy
a day belfore the Indlen attack. The Chaaes ( and I wish that I
pad not given the proper name)* dld start for the Plaite alpone
and were stampeded on the waters of the Platte". Agaln Ruxton
wrote:"I thnink it would be as well to correct & misapprension
ad to the truth and fistion of the paper. 1t 1s no fietlon.
Trere ls no incident which has not actually occurred”.

From these strong affirmations there can be.no doubt
that the Chese party was attacked by the Arapshoss on the old
Divide Tyail, on or near the orest of the divide; though
Ruxton who geezs to have been & witnesas of the affalr, Las
taken libertiea with some of the details to make his story
g 1ittle more romantis. The only guestlon whlch conoerns ug
here =specially, is to the exact place; cor in other words, =a
to the lusntity of Fuxton's"Black Horse Creek". There nelither
ig nor was , 80 far as the present writer can.learn , any creek
on that name between the Arkansas and Platte rlvers; and by
"Black Horse", Ruxton must have meant elther Black Foot( the then
current name.of a well-known camping plase on the 0ld Divide
Trail near the head of what is now called Runnlng Creek, and
apparently also for the latter creek itself) or Black Squirrel.®¥
Fuxtong letter to the editors of Blackwoods Magazline sald that
the Chase's were "stampeded upon the waters of the Plattey
This statement favors Black Foot as the locallity and the suppoal=-
tion that they arrived there sn the evening of the third days
travel north :rom the present Fountain: but Ruxton's wordlng
of the narrative is so indefinite on this polnt as to maxe 1t
just poasible that the evening was the third out from Fountaln
and the locality Black Squirrel, and that Huxton supposed the
latter atream (which , at 0ld Divide Trall crossing,flowa easterly)
to be a tributary of the Platte. All avallable dsta, however
secms best satlsfied by the suppositicn that La Bonte, Fuxton
and"K111buek" overtook the Cheses between Black Squirrel Ureek
and_ Black Foot during the Chase's third day travel from Fountaln
Arril 23rd and camped wilth them at Blsck Foot that evenlng,
the attack oc on the mo of the 24th.

@0 pige ¥ otnole.

&% Hg makes & plmiliar subatitution in the [lrat chapter I the
book,( psge 5,second edition) where he calls the same looallt
"S1gok Tall"™.0onfusicna in fact, abound,apparently to a needless
extent in Ruxton's writings. To clte another example from amoung
many, both in *Life in the Far West" and in his"Adventures in
Mexipo and the.Rocky Menrntaine™,( the latter a record of his
travels)He makes 1t William Bent that was killed in Toas massacre
Jan. 19 IB847, whereas 1t was Willlama oldér bfother Charlea(first
U.S.3overncr of New Mexieo) who wss 8o killed, Willlan ths long
time and noted trader of Bent's Fort did not die untll I869.5uch
arn ar ror as the latter seems almost lnexcusable in view ol
Ruxton's actual vislt to Toas,Bent's Fort,etc.Sut we are more thsn
willinz to condone the miatakes of a&o interesting a writler and 1t
may be aiad that his obervatlons at any one place were usually
brief and his writing hastily composed under dlfficultles and
printed without due opportunity for revialon.



