“in The Old Divide “*rall
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Tha 014 Divlde Trall was probably travelled over, iln part of
itg cpurae at least, in the elghtesnth century by Spanlards and
Frenchmen zgiiéa;thﬂ earliest decades of the ninetecnth century
by James P ¥, the first American in the reglon and Baptliate
Lalsnde; both mentloned by Plie as belng In the reglon before he came.
Phen came "Zeke Willlamg in ISII-I3;Philibert in IBI&4:Chouteau=-De
uun I8I5-17;5llvesctre fratt 1824 (anll prebaps earllier) to I82E5;

*®Gencral Ashley ln the ;.‘:.';nl..p- I 1824-25 end prehaps ~ouls Yasquez
and Antolne Hobldoux ln the ti? tles, boside other American =Anglo
and Frenoh traders and trappers and iEILGB:'lH known to have penetrat-
ed to the Plkes Feak heglcon,0f thega early journeys we are not well
enough informed nor do their eccounte whan they made them,mention

thils partlculsr trall. fﬁt:
. Before Loe trader Jaszes Deaugherty bad left nis nsae to ™%
—— Daygherty '« of Jimmy's Capp Oresk or to Jimry's Spring; and sre in
"Ir-,n{"’.«"" . 1834 Fort-laramle( the second Fort Willlam of the central Focky
_ al Mounteina) had bean bullt on the Lamemle Flverjand ere young

Willlam Sent had merried inte the Cheyemnne tribe through 8 chiefls
famlly and induced Lha Cheyannea to bring thelr winter villigea
to the Blg Timbers of the Arkansas and make thers thelr genersl
besdouarters, wlthin convenlent trading dletance pf the flrms

location; it 1s tlcally certaln that the sal z Bent, of
the firm of Bant & raln & Company, nsd—for-soveral—yo-rs

used the 0ld [ilvide Trall for conveylng, by pack-traln, company
trading goods from Benld Fort( begun in 1828-29 and finished in I632)
to the villages of the-Cheyenne in Black Hllls Country* and
bringing back the peltriea obtained nis trade. Indeesd 1t ia
probable that Willlam Bent and otnar béra or amployees of the
firm bad simlliarly used the 553?,_ trall even from the time of
the small rt;::l.ukﬂt trading postrll En‘._‘:l.u sald to nave been the,
great forts predecessor, & the date of of the Bent —rothera
firat coming to the Arkanass Vallay: afn that 1t w as so used by
tha company of Gannt end Blsckwell,; who msde the firset tresty of
mace and trade wlth the Arapalices of the upper Arkansas Vallgpy
in I83I-32.1n the fall of the later year they had built a poat on
the north slde of the Arkangas slx mlles below Fountaln Creek,
which Lt pparated durlng the winter of I1832-33,%*7
¥ g reglon o ramlie 1s in what la now southeastern
h | wrnming.%hﬂna hills then bore the same name aa dld those batwesn
% | the forks of the Cheyenne River in the present South Dakota.

T
xu' h * Chittenden;Hist. American Fur Tr&%g,li.ﬂ#} makesithe location of
_.‘L' this post alx e8 &bove Foun reek and . the "error ls copled
%

by Wagner ln hlas edition of the Narrative of Zenas Lecpnard, but Lhe
Journal of Dodge's Expedition nfmswhm_ﬁw
dountaine , show.that 1t was alx mliles below Fountaln Cresk.A letter
written to me by George Bent(don of “0ld BEill Bent") in IS05 after
conference with the n?ﬂ&at Cheyennes.also confirms. the latter leocatlow
4lso this locatlon of Gannt's Fobt was confirmed to be by Tom
Autobees, whose father came-to the mountaine in IEB32, and by C«E«Ps

Baxter of fueblo{IESB)who owned the land and bullt a brick houne
ear the old fort slte.

ﬁ'ﬁ wo trapping partles of ""ﬁi—l Ashlay(5t Louls)came to and operaded

et

v -
N

in Celorado in I1824:one belated by delays enroute,came by & Flatte
Biver route and resched the South Platte valley late in the fallj

tne other of which Albert G. Boone and Robert Campbell were nembers

o me by the Arksnses River trepped in 1t valley and packed thelr
beaver over the dilvide to the South Platte valley where Col. Boone
hunted buffalo in 1624,as he subsequently stated,on the presant

site of Denver.Thls parties beaysr catch was thersfore presumsbly
packed over the Elh¢€35quirtﬂl -Finary Divide wviathe Cld Divide Trall
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neh The §ld Divide Trall.

One of the flrat accounts of thils trall apnd reglon ls that of
William Sublette.
ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM SUBLETTE,March 1829,

On the 17 th day of idarch,1829, a band of about sixty
mounted men,-traders ,trappéers,and raw recrulta, - in charge.p horse
and mule pack traln, left St. Louls Mo. for the Far Weste It was
one of the annual caravans of the Rocky Mountaln Fur Company and
was comanded by Capt. William L. Sublette,an experienced man of the
mountaine and partner of the firm of Smith, Jackson and Sublettie

i which s&ince the retlremunt of “en William Henry ishley, had

constltuted the compuny. Tha traln conveyed goods for the Indisan
trade and supplies for the Company* s +trappers; and its destination
was the annual ®refdezvous™ in the mountains, which was this year
to be held on thg Popo'Aglie, a tributary of the Wind River 1n
western Wyomlng./ The caravan proceeded thru the "Boone's Lick
Country" of Missourd and through Independence. From the latter
place (wonlen at that time"contained a dwelling kouse,cotton -gin
and grocery), by the Santa Fe trail to Chouteaus lslend on the
Arkansss River {ﬂppﬂﬂit& the present Hartland,Kanszs) where at
that time the Santa Fe Trsil turned south and left the river. From
this early crossing of the Arkansas (ap distinguished from ths
later well known one at Clmarron ,Kan,) the caravan continued up
tne river paat the polnt where the mssaive adobe walla of Ft,
Willlam-deatined to become more famcus as Bent's Fort wes soon to
be reared. Over the divide they went through the Blaek Sgulrrel
Finery to the South Fork of the Platte and from there to the Horth
cfork, the Sweetwater and the Fopo Agle.

amoung the recrults ln this bold cavalesde wae Joseph L.

- Meek, & young Virginlan, whoee exploits in the Rocky Mountalns

from 1829-1840 and in Yregon from that day .Cforwerd, have b.en
immortallzed by ¥rs Victor in her "River of the West", who relatea
an lnoldent of the compeny's experience in whst is now E1 Faso Co.
Lolorado as follows;

"The first adventure the company met wlth worthy of mention
after-leaying lndependence, was in cressing the country between
the Arkansas and the Platte. Here the camp was aurprised one
mernling by a band of Indians & thousand strong, that came EWGep=
ing down upon them in such a warllke style that even Captain
Jublette was fain to believe tit'his dest bettle. Upon the open
E:&Lnl_%m_!-s no _guch thing ag fllght, ner an BmEr__u.q,ﬁEj;E'
which to condéel s parly even for a few mbuents. 8 alwaya fignt
or dis , 1T the @seailants apé in the humor for WA Hapily on tote
ocasglon the band proved to be more peaceably disposed than their
sppearance indicated, being the warriors of several tribes=the 3ioux
Arepahoeg,ilowae and Cheyennes, who had been holding & council
to conslder probably what mischief they ocould do to some other
tribes.Thespectacle they presented as they came at full apeed on
hiorasbhaeck, armed, painted, brandishing their weapons, and ye
in firat rate Indian style, was one whiclh might well strikhk with a
maleey the ptoutest heart and arm. What were a bapnd of alxty men
agalnst & thousand arwed warriors in falitfighting trim, with apears
ehlelds,bows,battleaxes and not a few guns 7."

" But 1t 1s the rule of the mountalin men to fieht<and that the
there ls a chance for life untlil the brosth ls out of the body;
th.refore Captain Sublette had his 1little force drawn up in line
of battle., On came the savages, whouping and swinglng their wespons
above thelr heads. Sublette turned to his men.,"When you hear my
shot , then fire'.5till they came on untll about fifty paces of
the line of walting men.Sublette turned his head and saw his
command wlth thelr guns all up to their laces ready to flre,tnen



Tha Old Divide Trall
'ﬁ.-
Acoount of Wlll -Sublotte;

railsed his own gune Just at this moment the principal chief
aprang off hls horse and lald his weapon on the ground ,
signe: of peace . Then followed & talk after the giving of a
conaiderable present, Subletle wes allowed to depart. This he did
withs all dispatch the company puttlng ss much distance ss podslble
betwoen themdelves and thelir visitors before making thelr next
cemps Considering the warlilke character of these tribes and thelr
supsrior numbers lt wasz as narrow an escape on the part of the
company &8 1t was an exceptional freak of generocsity on the part
of the savages to allow 1t, But Indians have all a great respect
for a man who shows no fear; end it was zost probably the warlike
sovemeni of Captaln Sublette end his party which inspired a will=
ingness o0 the part of the chief to mccept & present when he had
it in bls power to have taken the whole traln. Beslde according
to Indian logle the present cost him nofhing and it might have
cost him meny warrliors to have captured the trailn. Sut had therse
been the lsasat waverlng on Subletie's part or fear & the counten=
ances of his men the end of the affalr would have been differeht.”
When the=se red centaurs of the wildemess were met by the .
whltesithe latterstill a consldersable dlotance short of the
plaery, war. climblnﬁ-- whlle the former were descending--the south
slope of the "divide", by the ancient route known later gs the
Jimmy Camp Trall§ which leaves Fountain Creek at the present village
of Fountzin, pasges up vimmy “reek to Jlumy' CampiSgring, thence
out on the high pralrie, reaching the pinery in the western vicinity
of Emstonvilles Had the two mecting partles beeen travelling by the
less used route of Konument Creek Valley, followed by Colonel
Dodge in 1835 and for convenlence in exploring the mountsina by
Long's Expedition 1n 1620 both trees and shelter would have been
conatantly at nand and the expession,"upon the open prairie” would
not _hsve besn used. The latter expresslcen elso lndilcates that the
meating of the whites with the Indizns took plste on that mrt of
the trall which wus north of Jimmy Oamp Spring, after Sublettés
Lrainihad come up out of the vimmy Camp Creek vallay to Lhe open
pralrie.
The "council" wioich the Indians®had been holding" was
probably ome of the grand camps ; or Indlan trading falrs, at which
in the early decadea of that century, thse four tribesckbove naméd
together with the Kiowa=-Apaches and frequently the Comanches also,
traiflcked horses and thelr other possesaions for goods brought
annually to thede grand campes at the bese of the Rooky Mountalns
by an enterprlalng merchant bend of Cheyennes who obitaloed them
colefly from the white traders (preferably and in the [irat two
deczdes almost wholly British) on the upper ~lssourl. As elsewhers
noticed & favorite place for such fslrs or grand camps, at least as
early as the second decade of the nineteenth century,pgave is:earliest
known name of Grand Camp Creek, to that small left-hand tributary
of the Scuth Platte t pasass Horrlson Colorado and las to-day
Enown aa Hear Creek, Intortrlbal gatherlinga for trode, horse-racling,
and foot-rscing, msdloln meking ete, sesn to have taken place ,
sapaecially betwoen the soutiweatern 3loux,Cheyerns ,Arapahoe,Xlowa,
Klowa=Apaches and northern Comanbhas- &t & number of localltiea
naar the front of the Rocky Mountalns ln those eerly yeara wlth more
or less frequency and to have been commonest in autumn whilch scems
to have besn a sort -f sgelsl semson, or Fesce dcon" betwemn them

WhUTrs Fafevictor;The Fiver of Lhe Wedbeliste.lolU«pDub~40




" The 0ld Divide Trail

flhough the relation of these tribes to each other save prehaps
those between Sioux and Comanchas, were not ordinarily hostlle,
It 12 not llsely that the Indiane met by Bublette on -the
“'{9,.1 dmay Camp Trall, would have altacked hls caravan even if they
had felt able to have wiped it out without a seriuoe loss of thekr
\ praves. A treding post Bent's stockade fort had been wstablished
for them 1n I8256 three years before this happened and in 1828 a
mueh larger oné of adobe hed been located and its construction
begun in 18290 tho interrupted by a small pex epidemiec amoung
the #exlcan workman)This Ft. Wlilliam better known 26 Bent's fort
was sltuated on the Arkansas toward whlch river the Indlans were
moceeding whan they fell in wlth Subleties party. Ho doubt the
savagea inew that an attack upeon any white iraders at that time
and in that reglon might prevent or dilscourage the conatructlon
of thia fort whers they hoped to trade for firearms end smmuniticn
r wolobh they nmeeded Tor Ilghting thelr enemles. A
*’[; Tha 0ld Divide Trall wes in fact & thoroughflure Lor
both indisne and whites from at lesst as cerly =a tfe earllest doys
¢f the fur trade in thie reglon (IBII=-I81I7) untll the making of
new roads by captern Colorado settlers in the sixtles and the
aatablisnment of the 0 rrallwey route by Pelmer Lake in IBTI.
ARS, £ We willcaa®#e® cur account of this trellpy adding here
/ for convenlence of referemge, porflona of cerlnin 1ilinprics relni-

an_ to it, by Sage, Loring and Marcy as they saw it in IEB42 and
1358, Alec wve ehill 444 two' thlea 8f less>hiatpklo vAlue but
none the leaa interesting .

We muat likewlse mention an oxpedltion of Cols Staphan
Kearney in IB4S gt traversod this trall with a oommandoff five
wall mounted and ejuipped compantes (each of 50 men) of the Ist
Hagiment of U.3.Dragoons, in his expeditien fror Fi., Leaven-
worth Lo ‘he Focly Zpuntaine. Hle route was westward up the
Platte and its north fork to South Pasm; thence back to Ft
Laramie and south by the Old Divide Trall to the Arkansas Riwver.
and thence eastward down the latter stream and by the Santa Fe
and branch treils to Ft. Leavenworth. Wilh thls command was con=-
veyed two mountain howitzers.The wrlter has seen but few detalils
of this expeditlion the two Journals of it which were kept were
never published# The firat camp was made a few mlles up Cheryy
Creek, the sscond on upper Cherry Creefthe third on the Divide
at the head of & small oreel mistakenly called Bijou, and the
fourth at the present Pountaln on July 22,23,24,25 reapectlvely.
. AR,

W SRR\
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- ®  The 1B50 Heport ol the Jecretary oOf Wer &nd CODKE'S,S08Nes.
and Adventures in the Rocky Mountains.The Map of the-officlal
report of the expedlition shows the route and dates of campa.
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AQOGUNT REFUS B. SAGE:I0A2
We wive lirst an ;Lti.-rﬂEt- [rom "icenmes in the Rocky Mountnina® ¥hy ﬁ

Bnlos By Sege, describing the Divide Trail part of Mam s journey S
whir:h he made in the rall of 1842, from Fort Lancaster Lo Ta.ua.,
"mt._‘ 10th. Arrangsments being completied [or Tednming my jl:'u_rnuyr.
¢ I 1eft Fort Lapeauter in company with four others, intending to pru-

" seed ng far as Tecs in New Mexico, We wers all mounted-wmpon stoni
borses, and provided with Lwoe patk-mulss lor the conveynnte of bapsueme
and provisional

g "yollowing the treil leading fzum t-ha Piatte to the Arkanone, or Rio

lopeste , we continued our way some thirty-five miled, and halted with

a camp of [ree traders omd kunters, on Cherry grack, LA

/ Wrhis stream ig an afflusnt of the Platie {Tom the bnuthnﬂﬁ;@um-

ipe in o broad ridee of pine hills and Tocks,known ss ths Mivide', Tt

pursues its eourse for nsarly sixty miled, througk a broad velley of
rich soil,tolerably well t.:l.llhn:nﬁ,p.nd abut in [or Lhe moot *pnrg by

bhigh plats of table labd, - &b g'r.gwm ﬂtir.tk:l.'.v studded with :u.urr-:

pinas, cedars, onaks and shrube ﬂt.a'rm:':ﬂ g, — ersdunlly exponding

1m_brgm ag it prnnuum&, and X gine n,’pud gl zooks end psbbles

for ope of guickdsnd ; it Liﬁur.pﬁm:mn & Iiﬁthrn!’?

nenrly twe h'u.n.r.l‘:ud = 1mo: o=t in the E-n:nd..-;"

The stream derives its name [rom the n:m:.! B _'!’unll upen :lt...,,

L" he countrTy passsc over frem the Fort e t.:l: o LY menerallyv

i
W

N *u:..ﬂf, but yielda guite & FENsTOous growth of gErace. li.!n-ﬂ'l,l., in oup
J -gourse,, the d trm;&nt erecks, ons y efeht Hn-:l the otner
fifieen ﬁhﬁ# s.f,!‘ff‘--,_.., -
nre fu,:,rm; I.Z‘nl
:f ® lf-r dﬁu%hhdb nnnt.-lnl..
ta.prescntedihenvy eroves

t= bhotbtoms
E"“' b our riglit, tow 41:::1. with
1 wrk [rowning sides, J.ﬁl:n *':: } I.l:p veat
Lorm tmd henped upom the 1AF r un.:-t.‘h* W
I-I.'H-‘L'Eﬂﬂ them, deamea B t.ha ming -
ine pour Torth their torrents and
darlu - .-_t_lf:i'_iz i'n"j %ﬂun the ldieroe torpedo and
s-!.-rnw' T
"T‘hrah n:r.-“ our [1ud bel o xﬂm‘hmg onr p:‘ﬂuaﬁt camp, We -pa.._t ad &

villege oF l.-hu uspﬂmﬁﬂ on ita wey to the mountaines, in parsuit ol
Fame , Eers fbllows & genoral sccount of the Arapabho mnation, whigh we
omit, S S———
) i—sﬂ&} Scenes /. Focky M. Mouvnr-arvs ” P.ros eni Sobbowi g™ 23 Fipst ¥4 )
Edf+l'.”# -
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AGCOURT R.B.SAGE:IS42. .
"The camp at which we sre at present located consists of foup
lodges, =three of whites nnd one of Black Foot Inflans.fach of ths
whites has his squaw wlfe and the usual asccompanlment of ruddy
faced children. In regard to the later I must gay that they me
are more beautiful, interesting and intelligent than the same
number of full-bloods,=sither of whites or Indlana, These men
wers living after the fashlon of thslr new found rslatives snd
@eexed Lo enjoy themselves as well as circumstances would
adoits Zhey hed o nuzber of horaes wi h the requisite supply
of arms snd ammunition,= the sure gsource aof wealth and comfort
in & countrycaboundingimith game.

Ioe Indian famlly were relstives by marriage snd were coune
of some flfteen lodges of BElackfoot amoung the Arapshe, who
forscok thelr nation on =ccount of 1ta uncompromising hostility
to the whites quite & number of theme Indiand have also Jolned
the Sloux and Nespercea (Nex Percea) for a like reason. *

We were entertalned very Eisdly by our new frienda who
apared no effort to render our stay agresable,: Amoung ths delica=
cles get before us was one deserving of notlge,=-1t consisted of
the frult of the prickly pears (cactl) boiled in watsr for aome
ten or twelve houra till it becomes parfectly soft, when it was
compressed through & this cleoth Inte the fluld in which 1t had
been bolled.Thls Torma a delicious variety ifl mountain fard,
and ' one highly otimulating and nutritious. The immenss quantitiss
of cactl #Frult found near the mountains at the pProper seaaom
render’ the above an entertsimment not uncomuos.

"Sept. 13th. Again umder way; sfter a ride of *&Eﬂhﬂ'ﬁm‘lf"‘ﬂl' ntant
fft.ﬁg:iuﬁ at Bleckfoot-camp, snugly chambered in & spnocious cove, Lo

..iﬁiﬂf the disagrecabls -ffuut.l_.i ‘0f b enow-storm thel comeo upon the ﬁ;-_»

luctant prairie with all the withering keenngss of winter, s

1 ‘_JFIh-u .eave affording us ahultar_.i.ﬁ_{um -"-ﬂ{#ﬂrlhl_'upt ﬂlﬁl’tﬂ]ﬂunt 7 |

L A7) Bdeestons, anl marks 486 kestorn 14mits of & besubiful valley throueh,

I j‘*’ﬂ 8 amEIINRLL 1uent [Blackioot creck?]of Oherry creck traces its Way,

RS | ) L ¥ gravel and op@EiRSbout [ifty feet lone by [iftesn

s b

-. - - e
wh 1 3] ope side a @& PEADF preients its temptine
dranghta. Thus chambered, & mall TiTe soon erad ug com{crtabls
- ] - i
_____and fia.p_uh motwithstapiing the drenry woenlher o _-.:r'nl'.,

—

% Theae wers probable not trus Blackrsct But nelzhtors of Lbe
Blecklest (Atsifaa,Cros’Vensres.of the pralrie).and often con=
fused with them by trappers.They spoke the langusge of the
Arapahio of whom they were nothsrn relatives. One of the severseat
batiles the trappers ever hed was wlith the 80 called Blachfest,
was really with the Atsinas in Plerre's Hole(S.E. Idano)Ifzz,
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ACCQUNT OF SAGE:IB42.
"Our oourss during the day bore aouthward, ﬂﬁ:fl 16 Trom the ﬁﬁy
of f‘l:arr\r crezk to an. int.-rm..};nn: platean, t'u:l.""'”"l’ﬂ'ﬂ ek inlraﬂﬁ].ﬂ
deey e + imelugine brosd gttnms_ ot :?‘foh nllu?iul, .nn-.i r‘.ldg % in

e3them hand by “W 15

“‘h! stresms sre gemsrally timie :ﬂz, 3r,f 41 01 thc hiﬁhllndﬂ

squers miles, 1s ihnnh iuli’:ll:ni 'I:-u ut-um

L + hod wind,—
and it j4 rarsly 4 Derson can pads throughe Hout being taneht by
a Btorm of gome kind, I exm pooount fow t.hi.i ; other way than

by gupposine it has soma Enhﬂaﬂriuu withk the
Gls lyine epbedded inm It8 hille mnﬂl wiilew"ﬁ"

"Sept, 14th. Morning was ue.hurud in with a p:,auut Sunshine, that
500N cRused the snow of Lhe pw§=niﬁht Lo ;riald benesth its melting
influsnces, .

"When ¢n the point of raising camp, so cld grissly hear la.-ﬂ'- oy ap-
pearance with three cubs., An-eifort tu approsch her proved f“tlilﬁ--.__
she, having snuffed the cleséness of dunger wilk the brocze, medes s
husty retrest with her¥ offsproing, .

b Hr]..:l.‘u.:lu to I.I:u: l-‘huva 111&1:1&:11. for this reeson, that it 1= g;pnrtﬂ-g
Eupnnulll the baar ;l"Dd‘I.I.I:-‘::ﬂ bub two at & ].'F!I].'l-h #

“ﬂnll!-inulnﬁ our Journey till late at jiguL ws ranu‘ha.‘l an Inant
of Pontains : ounit', called Da.ughqﬂ.y‘:l uraﬁk niter tramell ng &
distance of o fl*irt,v milet. 'I_-;qrn wi remained for t.hreuﬂ.q-’r fl:m:'
days, Lo P:L'i:l' an Turtler 1y

Wrhe ruuhtm 'Er.lmhtﬁﬂl'
unugt:r, i:t'irupn'-um:l with ‘.-_ i ns e
nllﬁ-"'.ﬂ-ihinr & luxuriant rrtr'rt."r.l l:f .raqu'l‘;%l____

= —

tities of miner-

r & roupgh

in }Lnupn ag the

—_— == =

Bivide,

"This romentic regiom gives risé to usveral large l.r:fbut.arias hoth
of the Platts and Axkapses, ar ninhes 1
rn.nuEl.s,,:, Tts genlb denl o igatint t Ui &Rndstone, lime-
itone, gznnit.ﬂ-.n-nﬂq' i roek ke ;
alad ﬂm:ld,. 4,
thnt 'pf p};
tree 18E b T
ite growth,

e v

y . Iiﬂi'ﬂflrni:,inn
r.;nu:at of uina 'H‘{:nud’; ﬂinu:nji-'- nem

in ;ﬁiaha.iig;h;; the

fot Al ape, h‘ith all the n-w*ni':'na luf;l puTes thnt marked



