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THAR QLD DIVIDE 'FH;‘LTL,,I
TEROUOH JIMMY CAMP AND THEE BLAQK SQUTHEEL PINERIRES,

From the Arkandas rivar, over the aivide by way ¢f Fountalin and
Jizmy Cpmp crecks, ocoroc; pulkemets hetds of Black squirsel and —
enam¥ Eicwn, nnc thence cown Uherry ers=k Lo the Scuth Work of Lhbe

/ Platte, led Iormerly & notec tynil. IL wni Lhe noan Lhoroneht nre. o

" hatwaen e Arkopsas river amd bhe SouthiPIatbe) oof-wtic By UHD - e s

-‘/ foar the Tipst time & well trovelled Foad when, In-Juna ©of 1858 Mzeks
grdrinsrety the daravoan of the combined Chercokee and Jecrgia phrties,
noder Hicki and Enazall, poased over it es yhe vaneunsd of" Lhe gprect

smadgration o what wis then known 20 "the Fike's Pesk country', . of

— which the Junction of ‘Oher®y cresk with Lie soulh [lette wag desianed
S te ‘begeme the centar, The wpin of ite usefolness Lo, while man e

wps Trom time w.rz:pumM till tln: ranch fencea Blocked it.
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i ﬂlrm Thi= ul-l trail - oapeoially iIn the wixties and latkecr —
! wag ufton enlled "the Jimmy Camp Trail", or "Jimmy Oamp Rozd%, Tt by

t formod one ! the serdies of roads oullectively koown ag ihe I :
2 Thavokes Trail™, gl loadine from the Cherokee country to Californisi, E__
ir_ and was thercfore, in t.l'.? Tiftiee capesially, sumctimes rother mis- .'? '
+ et lI=ndinely rei’.‘r.'.-:-'l to sa"™he Charokae TrailV,

[ "~ In his Annual Regort of the United States Geologival Em

| e

r

Turrltn:;r:ltu for 18 referring to the Cherokee Trail prﬂpa s D WO i
n:l.nn.;m 1;&,'*1&. 0ld Cherokee trail derivea its name from the faotl Mk

that a party of theme Indians ocut their way through tha thick pi.m,
about L 8 &g0,yith a train of about 300 n;_ﬁna,“' Doctor

Hayden 8% to the time; MEdpdrissradpaeriywerey the

year waa in fact 1BS0,
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__F greiteT™; the cdicozepanoy in sstimates

EM{ 11t miles acoopiine th Werey, spd 118, milss apzording toe L ring,

ba:rn- feond in thn' partk cf the:svad anorth of JTimmy Conpg Ipring. Sod

S

pdpecisally dn that nozth of Blaek Pooti Comp, y

The r.rpin;:'- plaoed tn this L"-hﬂ o hs Iulif-'-l.ll'St:-"I“J ¢ 3linerariy S 5

2 'u:trul Feebhlof Fountain ::‘-.,”,w-aru ol 11.. L LR 1Y ..;_Jf: ' |
ﬂu'%mnprauum railwey &tation of m? ; awver. 20 niles norih -

af I-‘1m1'~l{},1‘. Fountrin oreskpwharcotho ola Pivide Trall lect ‘iﬂ;’*
-
nese* the pragent town ol Pouibring Jimmgies Spring, Y G TR 'If'lt.l.':p

which Lhe gevaral-suthorities &gres 4n nnking &0 milue by trasid f-!“.'l'"l. i "-."
| Porti nl Pnahd ": hinok Sguirrel orack, which the Evafl scpusapd Hi’lﬂc ¥ ¥ *-
|. dist e.que"';;zr:t. o present Dactonvi]le, fbi whaoh wiad, iy Lho bess

Thig ‘and ﬂtllw:m— pluog-niE«s &nd ﬁjnt.mm.,

- iy Col Ting Iul‘:.r:.L - Zegiat
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L':'-‘ miles* porth of Timmy Camp; Feint i Eﬁcm', known mora cemmonly,
sinos Mpy, 1858, ns "Fagin'd Grave™ , om the dividine pidge,at the hesd
of ¥iowa creek, 6 or 7 miles™ porih ¢f Elack Squirralj nm Fook® |
(exiled "EismeEloot camp" by Sapa), sbout 12 milea® port JRoska, and
Hgt41l on the dividing pidee", thin camp havine "waler! '[mll' galled

fnpning ereek, and then ‘called Elwgkioot oreek?) abdut three-foarteras
of & mile® weet of the ré=ad; pointe on fherry oreek; Junctico of

{*har:g aresk with the Bduth Flatts, In 1642, apnorently nanr the
vlorado ELut.J: i reilwey stntign
_‘.:m E TEsT, 3

'ﬂrEr_r_II age ioubd & cAmD where wera living four fami-
lies: thoce of thres =quaw-men end & Bleckfoot Imdien, He evidenlly

arred in mekine the ai-tspoe of thig dguswmen's cemp 18 miles from

31z0k Fool amd 16 from the moulh of Cherry creek, since these bLwo dig- '_-’
tEnces would ba inccnsistent with each othar, the messureddivctmance bhe- 5
tw=en 2lnck Fool and the mouth of Chercy srsek being, sccording to
Loring, 2.0 mrllss, Eut & Saga gasEs to have oconcidered it about m:u“mj'
helwsen those twoe Boipts, we plade it nsapr Parkér.

_ﬁqﬁ]é_u.. travel mor trail. of ccurdas, utu:m;.a. &t Lhs mouth of r‘h!rrr:'lr_

arin g Eu"manui?l'["_g I"Eﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ bat Eha route between that point

F- and Fort a8l Pueblo wau Gictimotively pabswpl "the Divide Trail?, The
mein-rong want on through precent Dénver snd down the Jouth fork of

l Piatie river, past the 0ld trading posts, Port Vacquez of the 1ster
Ltoirhias mng Forbke OeoTge, LAmcsstel ond Lock apa Rzodolph of the
, SBBEESEL in treir times 1
& early fortias, Whoza in Ltreir tames it accommodeted, wnd

thernca down the mein Plotte to bhe Mitcouri, ond by snother branch, to

Yort Lorepie om the North fork of Ef ntte, i
} The ©ld trril thet sontinued ? :iu E"MEE DE{EHH-;:'I"H.E:I Hunﬁghﬁ

tuted the Martery of commarca bhatwesn pepryesd serk Bent': Iﬂ.'lrt

Fort E1 Pueblo, Tacs, amd othe Ehppfprpoints o= Lhe aouth;, and

the mesiherdy nosls of tre P:I.M.'m;'ﬂauhmu Iater & military anpd rene.
| el roed bhetwoen the nited Stetes aroy woots in thoeea meopective
:ﬁ'}-—_'] regicns; =nd amiley, in hio il excellont se—tabemscasiy=wrewehi

.pt_ = Kistory ©f :n#u.f‘ tells us that it Wpacoed through Lhe <ile of

1_1_“'1" "Denver Mity! alonp the gemsral line ol Piltesnth otreet, croasine
L-har'r:p graok at Lthe intergesotion of Fleke dbtrest, end thke Plette river
st the foot of Tleventh Lold Ferry) strestiM.

There wia aleo & treidl, z Y nﬂrthrm:_tﬂﬂ.a‘-?m“.a;;h_

of the Divide Tradl, that branched ::J- tl: the left at the vyet-Lo-be
Danver, orcsuing to Lthe west o0ide of Lhe river bolow Cher: g crTeck,
agd keeping nezrer the menntaine (&2 Lew miles weunl E? I:'I.E.E"lu‘&l:ls;l* nnd
%} present La Porte and Yirginia Jzle), pacced zzound the Vedicine
Eow ranege ano thenoe northwestward L%“fhi'”nrl-‘&r’*”'-ﬁf'ﬂﬁﬂ” LWhod L '-.-

ﬂ to ¥crbl:  Bridgery tut Lhs hivtory ol Lhede LERI]le, a0 CERP-AL JdaRul mﬁ ﬂl";,_
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e Vwe11 known, dates fyom subsequenmb Lo ths dissevery ci geld in Tali-
:' TL ' rerain, Such = trail, din 1860, was trovelled by = prrty ol Cherc-
LV kses, B part of Lheir route | the sc-gslled ChercEes Trail] trem
1 the Charckee Hation to Oelilornis; clher pirte cf the Cherekee Tradl
being :nrmuupﬁﬁFEhEquch clagr Sanin Fe Trail mnd by the jgd Bent's
¥ort brezmch of the lateer zn% tha ppmederfesk Cld Divide Trail, ELul_
In cloeine April and ecrly Moy of 1BOEH, ur1n§1kft MMormon wart
Coaptain Hondolphk E. Marcy hod passed over i‘ﬁilt & force of woldier:
nnd "aeout ¢ hundred of the btest troillers, tunuer_ anc Indisn Tightemn
in Hew h"E.*'.:i:DT'. u,-.»n:-::rtinr Lolares raliel uraim 0f oTovislbons snd S
| nlies Yor %ha artay of E,r_'-'_lfne.l Albhert Sidney Joehnston 4dn Utahb, "
{ior to thet, ond book to 1842, it had been uced Eevery wyeor by cope

sortion of Lthe grepl inf ]1..1. Lo Yrolden Ex.lrfﬂluj.‘a"'. j:nl:'|1t'_1 rlr"t".urtt-ni"'g
parly of '1553.@ Py -a"nl‘eé." Bo ‘“1‘.],.' o IE&%,';IN many rrﬂﬂsu;:ﬂfrt“?

exrlier By sSame ol Lhe "'L"'":I.F':'I"tjl:]]. to Qrecgon. In +33 Lhode, veXrs it

|

— e o

wns also traversed by many trappers sna troders — Anglo-Americnn,
i Frenck and Spanisl, with and withoub pack-treins and ‘woagons — and by
1 Semicivilided 'HFrrcH-ﬁ. ahawnes and Delowaore hunters, ondg by Imdionc of
the wild Ltrlhes, ginely cnd in parties.

In the sunner of J.E'Eﬁ, Eit Carson, with two friendg nnd a pumbar-of

iired s opiordsydTove 3 flock ol £500 skesp from New Mexico 0.2 8 Benlsemy -
014 Nivide Trail to Fort Lorvamie, and thende to Dalifornis, wiaro ae
realiled on tHem hapdesomely, H.'1E1;]J, At that bine gommandine exorcitunt
'gnt'i.ﬂt:ﬂ at the E-:J:Ldul:l Gate.

--..1_ - -
MIn the dpribg of 1847 “ﬁ%i-‘"ﬁﬁ’cﬁcu by & community of Mormon L
familiss, boppd to Snit _...b:u. Lrnm the Lemporary®™lor cabiinfiviiln nﬁm

whigh t--f'ﬂ: F-l‘ﬂ-‘.-"lgll:‘ wunl;.e:;'_._,;“__ : 1
; P 11 of YHe ) Bome yenrp

Hhe Am T nglad tr:hra - ' :i-
i mi dy ARd YEmADS :
':" :%'ﬂq '!hrli- H%‘--'Eﬂ% Him' E hig MLife i ar Pestlt, r:_'\

n the E‘ -

- i, o e 3 ‘\_h

ﬂ ner Chous famlly‘%ant@hwutumm#— Chenes of tha ‘1' .
“Mopmon lﬁi”‘EW".‘l’ kod wintered in %" % near Fort E1 | ok

in advznee of tHe Mormons

| to o n'l:.inn'Er their jonrnsy

— -

: .. pry - FI;'I'."i'l'.iHIT.ir_hﬂ- troil i
ko geaak *'g-.
nerthward, they hao mLGe TR Somp Lt BElock %er'?ﬁl; e
! when they were nllccked by =ome Arapphogs. 018 ¥Wr, Chase wa wu:-un-.iuﬂ.;.l-,

P o T i e = e — - =
two of hio F'r'ﬂ.nljl:lﬂi':'-all l,lJ.IEJ their lonely grave Lo be marked andg

protected from wolves hy o Jrr-l" gairn on the t-r.nk* ef the .“dm.-.l:,

i
(et whare thair ashes now rect; ' nnd Ris L.'.‘:.ul:'ltar Mory, woo 1
well nigh taken prizdner by the Inoinns mmu_
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From thezs cstrene effirmationg thara cen be oo doubb thet Lthe Chrds
nhrby wol ﬂt{d;kﬂﬂ by ths Arapthoes on the 0ld” Ddivide Trail, on ¢r1
nea? the crest of the divide;] though Ruxton, who sesips to lhnve besn
prgueyit{ n witnese of the affajr, has taken libe-ties with soms of the
detaile, to makes his story o little more- ropnntic, The only ques-
tjon that concerns us here eepesinlly,is na to Llhe exnol placeE; O in
other wozds, a8 to tha idantity ol Ruxton!s "Eloack Forse oreel,” Thers
pejther 48 nor wan, 60 . far a6 bthe present wriler can' lesrpg ROy orTesk
of that name hetwe=n the Arkapsais and Platta zivers: mbd by “Blnok
Horse," Auxton wmust bave wespt editber Black ®oot (the tlen guprent
name of & well - known camping place on the Eredy Gld Divids Trail,near
the hesd of what ic now ealled Fupning cresk, A apcerfently =ls0 lor
the latter orack itself) or Eleaok Sguizral* His latter to the

*Hs makes = similar substitution in Ltke [irdst ch=pter ol the book
ipape ©, seceond edition) wheze he llﬁiilJ nophirantly the same lo-
¢ﬁ1jt?. peE "Elack Tail®, Nonfusions 11 (act abonnd apparantly to &
neealesy exteont,dn Aunxtons writings, Te cite andiher example (rom

amone the maiy, Lotk in "Life in the FMar Wast" and in hiu Y"adventures.

in Neaxico auﬁ_%ﬁa_ﬁunzy Mountrinsg™ (tha latter a Fesozo ol bBisoteavels

he pakes it Willihm Bent who was killed in the Tavs mnu:=nore (night or'

Jnn. 10, 1847), wheress 11 was Williem's oldar brothec;OhmriesyeeC1FEL
ErpEp-United Ststes govarnor of New Mexico) who was so killed, Wil-

1jam,, tha long-time =nd noted trader of Zevt's Fort, dia not die till

tBAD, Suol an errer ne bLhe latter, scems Al First almosl idexcusable,

in visw of jEuxton'a aotuml yvisitine of Taos, Hentl's Fort, eté., im

thst park nnlrys but we nre more Lhap wil&iug to gondova Lbe miu-

takes DL <h intereotine o writer, and it may be zald, :g?tE%&~ HEE*EF

rations nt ooy obe pltce wore usiunlly brdel awd bhic writino _Fﬁu Iy

omposac pnder Gitfisullies npd pristed without dues opoortumity for
raviesion,

- ""m;
1,...._'.’

?ﬁl

. griitors said that the Chases wn;u“stampﬂdﬁn upon the waters of the
.:d' .27 1In 1845, fol., Stephen W. Xearnmey traverced thic trail with a comma

IIH] of rive well movnted and equippsd companiea (sach of 59 men) of the :r

lut Hegiment of Y. 5. Drapoonz, in hic expedition from Fort Leaven-
worth to the Rocky Mountaing, iig route wWns westward up the Flabte
and ite Horth fork to Sounth Paescji thence PRckE to Fort Laramiej thence
gouth, by why of the (1d Divide Trail, to the Arkensss river; wmnd
thence sastward down the lettsr ctryeam and by the 3anto Fe ond oranch
trafle, to ¥Fort Leavenworth, Witk thiz copmand wWers comveyad Lwo

cuntaan"Fowi brerc, - WRAREvE- BN byl B IFEE HouRbs FOTO R ER R DL o
ent%in%E?E Eﬁgnﬁguﬂ§ iﬁﬁnfﬁiﬁgfut¥hgimgsrﬁxEf%fﬂg?¥ggﬁuiu§g§§1t
thes expedition chows routs and cates ol ¢angs. e |

: Iiﬂg;tn;ntmnnlhml; the two J rg&lu of it thal were Xept having nsver

Eﬂl&ﬁ#ﬁ- tesn putliﬁ!meﬂt TaEp W n:ﬂ.:-gi:ﬂ.] few miles up Charry cree b 0 upper
ﬂhgrrﬂ?iqﬁ the divide et head O a cmioll orezk mpictakemly oslled
nngrig precent gepzidw ¥ountain, om July 22nd, 273rd, 24th

¥

' gl jou,
» and 285th, recpsctively.
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mgnn,?nri SL,.Vzain, n regular wuukly sxpress, for Lﬁt conveyance of
corresponience, monsy and other valuables betwesn Lbe Lwo posts, —
a sort of "pony express", as Lbe froplier carriers of a later day
would perhaps call it, but rather slower ganorally thoan the pony
gxpress of the sixties, as the horseman was often encumbersd with
pne or two pack-animala when a considerabls quantity of merchandise
or specieswas Lo be t.-r:m_!_uitl..ud. It wae established, says "Oneole
Dick" Wootton,(who for & while wis ome of the ﬁxpraua-massaﬂgﬁ::ﬂ}.'
in 1842; and was continued through the NNEENERENEE wintsr of 142-142
and possibly through the winter next following,

__---'.-'--_ a ArLw - A
f ﬂiiﬂ&ﬂ‘?’afrgﬁunt*s second axpedition to the Eocky Mountains used

it

e

part of thia ofD oroughfare in proceeding from BEijou Basin Lo e
Forl al ?uuhin’ﬁnﬂ-ﬂhﬁm and rebtraced the wholas
of it on his way baeck Lo Forl 5t,Vrain,

In Lke fall of 1842, Rufum B, Saps, who,like Fremont,waz a collepe-
bred man and an intgllipgant Ltraveller,obBarver and racordar of his
observations, thoungh only &an kumble hunter,troder and adventurar
during his stay in the Hooky Mountains, tereadsd the old road with o
party of fiva other wilderoess wanderers, mounied on stoul bhorses
and lesading Ltwo pack-mules, from Fort Lancaster Lo Taos, whence ha
went with ubiduufﬂmﬁ:}t Uintah, far west of Lthe Rookies,

agb-a-few doys or weeks sarlier than Lhis, » dozen-or more — =
swarthy MMM Mexicans had toiled Ehaeedeswely up over the divide,
with a pack-train from Taos, "laden with flour, corm, beans, onions,
dried pumpkin, salt ond [rﬂﬂ] pepper, to barter for robes, skins,
furs, meal, mococasinse, bows and arrows, ammunition, guns, coffoe,
galico, cloth, tobacce and old clothes™, with whidh prétious freighl,
a skort Lime afterward, they plodded the old road back again,

;,# Four years before thia, in 1838, the heavy ox-wagons of the

gcaravan of Sublette and Vasguez, the Lraders, had orsaked Lheir
lumbersoma way from Tndfependence,Missocuri, in ons of the dryest and
hottest of summars, waphiedsl MEOIONGN Milfsies over the still more fahous
0ld Santa ¥Fe trail to tke "Crossing of the Arkansaw", and :.I:euu;; up
ths Jatter river,past Hent's Fort,to the mouth of the Chico (or,
lass probably to the moutk of ths Fountain, at which Fort sl Pueble
had not yst at that time been structed), and thence up Wee Foun-
tain ang Jimmy Camp creeks,by M@;ﬁhighna:& across the
divide, to the South Platte, fTor the completing and stocking of
Forlk Vasquez, their trading post,

By W W em—
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u, Beliore, in L}.'t"mﬂﬂl&-%ta—huii:hﬂ:} ths trader Jamss Daugherty 'iriﬂ'
Y had laft his name to Daugherty™s or Timmy Camp erzek, or to Jimmy's ‘%} .1
Spring; And ers, 10 185%, FOTL Lararn.m ithe Esgond- "¥ort William¥ of dﬁqz
L'..Ef'ﬁhﬁf% Mountains) had baen built on Laramie river; and els yuung "-‘:,;1'
William Bent had marzied intoc the Cheyenne bribe through a ochielts E i
tamily &nd induced the CHayennes Lo bring their winter villages Lo the 3
=

Bir Timbar ol the Arkansas and make there Lboglr wensral hestdquarters,

£

witkin convenient trading dictmpes of the firm'y Jeocatjom; dt i

nrlese

o o)

pragtically certsin that the uanjd yonnr Geml, <l Lhe firm of Rani,5t,
Yrain & Compeny, bad for several yeard used the O1d Divide Trail forp

|

sonvayine, by pack-train,company trading goods from Bent's Fort \the
[ fpet—"Fort il liamn" 0l rCre—sefesal Rockuypemating, bDecun in 18258.'20

apd finicked in 1832) to villareo of the Cheyemnes io the "Hlack Hi11cM

e it

Yo 4

alte T whdact L
iaa_ P

conntry™® and brineing back the peliries 'h’r.il-lnﬂ. Jn lld I..J.'-Eal.-:. III.IBE.I J %I
— e it - = 'I-I -
~hq *The region ol ithe Laramie hillc im wkal 3o nb 'ﬁw i':l.rumamr 14873
.-'g?" Theze hills then bore the same nams ai: did those between the JToxke of S i |
‘ﬁ Bheyenne river in presenit South Dalkote, J ‘F}‘

ot

it ic p_ruha,u.-lu that William Euﬁ_ur othar members or employees. of the

L&

Erd similarly used Lthe same Lrail avan I'rom tha tims of Lie

ket tradingyoost whiok in gsid to hava been the great fort's
III'{I.f'IEI:-:.-.EH:JE"'“'G.E 1826, Lhe date ol the Fenl brotherd ' [iTat coming to
the upoerT ArEans 3 valleys and that it was S0 noed h&fﬁ'qmua.ny cf Gantt
=n.n-|f| ﬂlnt—l:wall. Wno

eclcls:

fo. 13402
Sraaall b

ot

de the firot trenty of pesge and trmoes-withptie
skanzeg velley im 1831 or LE32, rl.iua'l%n'_hm

t on the morth side of Lthe ATkansss,about
¥ounkain ‘eres=k, which post they t:lnm:a-terl

3 2 5. ad pmb‘t.bly tra fcllug:ar,_-:_n un;;_l:_nl it._... :qa;b: nt
r].en.._l;._ in: the eishteonth century by :uu.ma.r,—}u ol Frenpclhmsn

'I..h-.'r earliest decades ol Lthe ninelesnth m:m-u..:'? E m&ﬁ“ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁam
.funarir:u: wanderers, gnch pi Jama: Pursley,ahd =
e _"_:I]'_""'_ a jil&mﬁ'ﬁra of Lhe parties of Lalance
,.-*-in 13&4, "Zelke" Willisma in 1511-'13. Fhillibert in iBid4, Chouteau and
J‘i‘_{l DeMun in i81i5<'17, Meriwether in iBi@-'20, Silvestre Pratte in 1824

/ Jl_a.:h.l perhaps earlier) to 1828, Denmeral Ashley in the winted of 1B24.
| tg5; and perbaps Louis Vesquez asnd Antoine Hobidoux in Lhe wowes: L
|Lranl'.iau, bagides olLhar Anglﬂumar:lua.n and Franch L'.ra..;ﬂ-:ra or trappers *
and Mexicans] Tt RS e oY St e Rrran o Roase
| trated to the FikeTs Foak rnnun" @yE | WE

"._..

. -'.-'"1 o

u'l:.. ol theas early JLn-nuvu. We Ares |

pot wall semouel informed to ‘confird thu-'pr‘grﬂmp %td %%I g‘;l.gtj_\rEi .""

Journeys over tha Arkanzad.Diatie divide, mm in the Pikg's “ent q:éw
reazion, 'l.-Ina first of wh 1_|=L wa L?-‘:E_lﬂ::'q_lntﬂ:rﬂhl-lﬂf 2etpila, is t.!tr-:t. u, "T“‘ #

{ P’ tls notaed r'ur-L:rt-.r_Iur, William 3ublette, which we will B lu:rg Felnte, e

! | au tksre oan be no ransonable doubt thot this hardy trader woo trav.- ¥

\.Ib alline by tha Ll Divide 7rail o 3






