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and hmd marched into Sonore mnd caxtured the leadins officers
and some o thie most drominont mem of the only tomm

norts of the tay and whileh wes the houdguarters of tne
Haxlenn authority north of the bay, fAemernl ¥.G.Vallejon,
Commandante, his brothsr, Captein Don Ealvador Vnllejo,
Col.Vietor Purdue and itwo or threes lending eitimers, and wnnt

arma wRs
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in the Mexicsn barracks, and held them as hosteges to protect them-
selves agninst an attack from the and friends of these oap-
tured prisoners, until they could rally sufficient force to hold the
sountry, and the feortunate arrival of Col. Prément back inte California
and his caming to Sonoma with nia ps.rtyfihaut 80 men, ineluding Xit
Carson and & number of other experienced scouts, enabled the Beay
party to hold off the Californiansg until the shipa of war srrived ang
hoisted the American flag at Monterey. The Bear Flag porty wers hav-
ing an engagement with ihe Californians In PelRlume Vallay or nsar by,
and drove them back toward Ban Ra.panal end old Misadon now the City
of Ban P.t;a.ul. Framont's party arriving about this time to give aid
and encouragement to the Bear Flag perty, undertcok to pursue the re-

under
5 Juan Eaﬁ,t’ill‘fu, an exparienced and sducated

treating Californians,
Mexican artilleryman, but the Celifornlana were too fleet for the Ameri-
cana. Fremont went as far as San Raéaaal and halted there to rest and
gant Kit Caron and one of his best men in mdvance aas scouts. A boaet
containing thres Californians landed at the Emba;'kaﬁ.arn. when Carson
and his two comrades captured them. Xit lefi the prismera in charge of
the two men with him and rode back to wnere Col. Fremont and his party
wors resting, and reported the capture of thres Califormians, who had
brought thelr saddles across the Bay wiih them, and EKit asked Col.
Framont wnat hea should do with the three priscmra. His reply to Carson
was;: "Mr, Carason, I have no use for prisoners, do your duty," and that
was all tnet passed;when Kit returmsed {o where his comrades Capt., Swift
and Jack Hell were atanding guard over the three msn, thay held a

ghiort consultation, and declded to kill the prisoners, and shot them
dead. This I had from both Swift end Eit Carson himself, end I wes in=-

clined as well as many othera who arrived a short time after this ocour-



rencs to blame it Carson for what I thought to be a cold-hearted
crime, heving the men in their power. 8o when my brother Thnomas, &
life-long friend of Kit Caraon visited our family in Sonoma in 1849, soms
thrae jrears nearly afisr this effelr, in speaking of the bravery of
Kit I mentioned this affeir of the killing of these three Callfornians,
at Ban Ra.nh].‘uul. My brother claimed that Kit wes never on the north side
of the Bay of San Francisco in 1845, 8o the subject was dropped at
that time, as I had positive proo” that he was, and I knew the men, and
athers who were well acquainted with circumstances. However, knowing
my brother's frisndehip for Kit I said no more about the matter, and
after I had served in the service of the U.S5. in the closing of the
war in the conguest of California, I settled down in old Bonoma, and
begame intimately acquainted with nenrly all of the leading men of

the Herr Flag Party, =nd all gﬁraﬂd on the same story, and one of' the
man who was with Kit at the time, Capt. Crenville P, Bwift, who bepanms
ong of Framont's most famous captalns, teold me of the part that he togk
in the killing of these thres prisoners. And in about the year 1852

my brother Tom and Eit came to Califermia and were at my house to-
mather, end it ccourred %o me to ask Kit in brother Tom's presence if
he was noet ot Ban Hapg;nl with Fremont in 1846. He sald he was. I
than said "You {tock some prisonera there, you and Swift?" "Yeas," he
raplied. "And you lkilled them ™ I said., "Yes." "Well," I =aid to
him, "what did you kill them for, after you had them In your power.,"

He then relatad how he had reported them to Fremont and he told him

to do his duty, and it was =o0on sufter the Californiens at Santa Rosa
ranch had captured two young men of thie Bear Flag Pariy on their woy

to Fort Ross on the comat to get ermunition For the. party at Sonoma,

g large party of these Califormians had assembled aft this ranch and
were bopating how they were going to drive all ths Americans out of

the country and s tor them as fast ms they could find them. Juat
as thesoe twn
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young Amerloens came along in plein view, These Californiana

saw them and puraued them and lassoed them and drnﬁgeﬁ;fth their Lasseads
to trees end lashed their bodies to the treea mnd literally tore their
limhg from their bodles, and cutting holes in their jaws ran their

ropes through and tore their jaws out, and cut and mutilated their
hodies, outting off and putting pertiens of their own Tlesh in their
mouths, and left their remeins tied to the tresas. An Indien who had
witnessed this horrible affair reported it to Old Moszes Carson®wme [Kd5]
elder brothef wio was living on a ranch in the [lviee Tiwe Valley, about
16 milea ghove Banta Ennn‘?g;hm?tnuk the remains of these young men
and buried t.hunjum:l Kit gave as his reapon for the killing of thess
thres Gal:l_furnia.ns}ta retalliate for the horrible mamner in which the
{!H.lifut‘nim;s treated these two Americans; and it =20 enrsged the few
American settlers that the act of the Americans retzlliating wes mp=
proved by nearly every one. But Caraon afterwnrd did many brave and
generous deeds, risking his 1ife and going on dangerous journmeys in
pursuit of Indians to rescue whites women and children, at the riak of
hig life, without reward or campensatlion from any socurce. His was a
noble asoul--none of your "Buffaloe Bill*® show acting kind, but plain
"Little brave® Kit Carson, unassuming in manners. I knew aseveral of

the older brothers of Xit Carson, An older brothsr named Andy Carson
was angaged in tlhu Santa Fe tmil taking out goods as early as sarly

in 1833 or 1834; when the writar was a small boy hls goods wers storsd
for a short time In my father's house at Indepandenca, Wissourl, when
that town was a small place. Moaes Carson wos ..ﬂ,“. nldest of the Caraon
brothers, and was living in California on the Z!F"il.i:';é_:fil:ﬁ;"ﬂzl_:l'.":'hln 1846,

when our famlly arrived, and belnz an 014 acquaintance of my father



L. W. Bogga, ne came to gne him &t Sonoma, Another brother, and younger
than Kit, named Lindsay Carsom, came to California later and married,
sattling in Lake County, and left a very Interesting family. One of
his marriesd deughters lives at the present time in Napa Valley, Cali-
fernia, where they have & good home. Another brother, older than Kit,
named Bob, or Robert Cerson, came to Califormia some {ime in the
fifty's, perhaps about 1861, reaching Sonoma om foot accompanied by a
nephew nomed Mosesa Brigge. 01ld Bob Caram was A dissipated old man,
and waas intoxisated when he arrived on foot in Sonoma durinz the rainy
seagon without any means whatever, hunting his way to hia brother Lind-
say Carson who lived some Torty miles north of Somome. The writer,
geeing he was in a destltute condition; gave the nephew five dollars
and put them on the way to his brother's haome.

Ine Carson family lived near Columbila, Mlissouri, and Ghriatuplher
Cargson, commonly knewn az "Kit Carson' left home in his youth apd went
with some trapper to the Roocky Mountains; becoming familliar with the
habits and customs of the many tribes of Indians with whom thess hardy
adventurers came in contact, he eoon became femous as & hunter and
soout. His history has never been published in full. He was unassum-
ing in manners and modest, but brave and daring to a frult. lis ssso-
ciate Thomas O, Boggs, brother of the writer of these pages, left his
Father's home when a boy of about sixteen or seventeen vears old,
acoompanied a Santa Fe merchants' train, Imown as MeGaffin's train, as
far as the Eimm{un Mountaing, and meeting with a trader from William _
Bent's post on Little Red River going to Bent's Fort, Thomes left the
Santa Fa company and accompanied him to Bent's Fort on the Arkansas.
Lomsing their horses on the weY, they had to walk and carry their saddles
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the greater part of the way. On reaching the Fort he remainesd there

and becama one of the company's mest useful traders, and was sent to
trade with the Arapahoes, and would remein with them until the winter
and fall trade was over. Aflter a few yesars! absense smong the Indiamng,
Thomas visited his father's family in Missouri, but having led a 1life on
the plains so long and acoustomed to the diet of the hunter, and having
lived on game and buffalo, he did not remain long, but went bvack to
Bapt's Fort, and remained there in company with Willdiam Bent and Kit
Carsom until the trade weas broken up during the pmsaing of troops to
Mexico. The writar of these pages lmows but little of what transpired
at Bent's Fort after leaving there in the spring of 1846; when WilliamBRant
went into 3t. Louls, Mo., the writer ncoompanied him into Misaouri snd
nevar saw nim afterward, as the writer came to Califormia with his

wife and father's family the following year--l846--across the plainas,
reaching California in time to take & hand in the war with Mexico. I
recruited a few men and enlisted at "Verba Buens" now "San Francisco®
and served until the close of the war,

Fremont was in command of the Land Forges, and Commodore Stockion
of the Havy or Pacific Squadron, serving under a marine officer that
was stationed at Monterey, California, after ecrulsing around in the
Santa Crus mountalns with a wevw’sd  cumpany of sailors and marines
that our eaptain, the commander of the Kiddle Department of the Mili-
tary Forces of Crlifornia, was rt Monteray when the old gﬁip of War

Indepandence arrived with Commodore gk. About this time some of

the leading commandera of the Californians coame in to Monterey and sur-
rendered to Capt. Maddox, our commander, Commeodore E‘Eulvia'k relieved
Commodore Stockton, and on receiving news of the Troaty of Peace with

Mexica he ordered the volunteers that accompanied me discharged and



pald off. Whlle at Honterey and at Yerba Bueng I becams acquainted
with a dumber of the naval officers, and on one cccasion I met Lieut.
Elfff?;ﬁ,ﬁ.nh I glaso met him afterwerds at Benicia en the Stralits of
Chackinas, while he was an officer on board of the U.3, Bloop of War
Preble, and spont one day and night with him on board of the ship

and zlept in hiep berth. He had besn with tha fleet to Japan and gavs
me& g number of curloa collected while in foreign portis, among winich
was ala« o~ Tbow and arrows, which would not compare with our Chevennes
bows and arrows that were used by our Indians on the plains to kill
buffalo with, They looked more ornamental and with their leng clumsy
looking arrows looked more like the bows and arrows usad by our ladies
at targst shooting. They did not have the force or spring of one of
our stiff straight Cheyenne bows covered with buffele slein,that would
gend an arrow through a buffalo,as they often did when making a sur-
round. I have gseesn one of the Cheyenne arrow points aticking croas-way
Througn one of the broad ribs of a buffalo, and I heve partaken of many
sids ribhs of the fat buffalo that was brought into the villagas on
hundreds of ponies after a big surround, The Indians would send out

on the plains, when buffalo were plenty, some forty or fifty or perhape
& hundred selsct braves on their best hunting horses, and out off a
large herd of buffalo from the main herds, and surround and kIill sll
that were enclosed in the circle of hunters, being barsback and armed
enly with their bows and gquiver full of arrows, and after slaying all
that they had surrounded, they rode back to their village, and the old
men and scouaws with bends of ponles would go out and akin end pack in
the robves as mich meat as would last Tor ssveral weeks.

Had the Indisn tribes on the plains of Colorado been left unine
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terrupted by the whites, there would have besn nundreds of thousands of
buffale now ranging over the plains of Colorado and MNebrasks. Thelr
rules of hunting and killing the buffalo wers strictly observed and
ntrictly anforced. They never hunted or killed the buffale in the spring
time when the cows were dropping their calvea, or in the running season.
They might ki1l a few bulls; the bull hids was not a merchentable hide;
they only dressed them for the men to wear. A single large bull robe,
brasch-efnil and leggings and moccasing was & full dress for an Indian
warrisr., They only killed the cows In the fall and winter when they
ware Tat mrd their robea wara Tfine aond slick. Bome of them weres very
superior and known among the traders as silk roves. They wers very Tine
haired and shone like satin, of a slightly lighter color, and would sell
for double what a common robe would. The buffale inoreased under the
rules adopted and enforced among the Indlans. The chiefs appointed
stated times for the surround, and ernly killing what was cut off from
the main herd, and then a space of two to three weeks before they would
medce anothier hunt or surround. I leamed much from the Indians about
the buffalo and their mode of hunting them. T also learnad cunaiﬁﬂ_ﬁ{?ﬂ]fm&
from the hunteras of Bent's Fort, partimularly from Gesaslienan, an edu-
cated half breed. His father was a French.Cenadisn, his mother said to
ce & %mdim gquaw. His name was amtiutam His
Tfather and lﬂﬂ?-h-ﬂl' accompanied the Lewis & Clark expedition in thelr
journey to the Pagific shorea vin the Columbia River, as guides.
Elmx%ﬁ;f and hias squaw were very useful members of the Lewism & Clark
expedition. This Baptiste ﬂ?;ﬂrWat Bent's Tort was only B papoose
at the time of the Lewis & Clark expedition, but his mother took nim the

entire ride, according to Genl, Clark's account In his publigned letters.
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The squaw was as ussful as a gulde az the man Eha}%ﬁ" himself, being
raised in the country they were passing over, and familinr with m_nuntain
passes and trails. Tnis Baptiste Charif®¥#i, the hunter of Bent's Fort,
was the small Indian pepoose or half breed of the elder Eharw: thet
waz employed by the Lewils & Olark expedition as guide when they descended
the Columbla river to the Pacgific ogean. He had been educated To =mome

extent; he wore his heir long, that hung dewn to kis shoulders, It was

5 ’l-f..r_.-_'";u il il
the Rooky Mountainse. Another half breed at the fort was Tesson. Hin

aaid that "Uhn.:;i%“ wos the best man on foot on the Ipla_i.n;u or in
father wyas French and his mother an Indian, but the writer was not in-
fermed of what tribe.Tesson was in some way relmted to Gha.w Both
af them wera vary high strung, but T-Er;ﬁ.:;l{l was quick and passionate, He
fired a rifle acrogs ths court of the Fort at the head of the largs
negro Blackamith, only miassing his akull about a guarter of an inch,
becauss the negro had been in a party that chivaried Tesson the evening
before, 3Heing dﬂnaerbuacﬂpt.ﬂt_wg.in gave him an outfit and sent him
awvay from the Fort, and such men as these herstofore desoribed were em-
ployed by the Bents snd weras perfectly reliable and devoted to ths
interest of the company. The company would entrust them with thousands
of dollars' worth of goods, and send them to distant trives of Indians
to barter for robsa; furs, and | offeces  with pack animals to carry
toe outfit. The trader thus outfitted would remain eway Tor months,

or until the season for trade was over, and then return to the Fort
with the robes and PeiiveS that they had acoumulated, and I never
heard of one of those men pocused of abusing the confldernce placed in
them by their employers. The writer does not lmow the history of Cap.

Efu—min, a partner of the Bent=z, only that he sctied sas a perfect gen-
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tleman, and was beloved by all that knew him. He was axcsedingly kind
to all with whom he omme in gontact, wes extreamely hospitable, and
ooliging at the Fort., He presided at the table, which was always pro-
vided with the best of food and well cooked, He was o man of fine
tastes, BSo were Charles Bent and William Bent and George. 3iles
Bent,Jr., was the Tirst cadet to enter the U.S5. Navy from Hissouri.
There w2s an older brother I understood from my fether L. W. Boggs,
thet was named John Bent, but I pever met him, as I never was at 5t.
Louls where the 3Jents resided. Jud Carr alsp married = Sent. He be-
game wealthny and there is a placs in 5t. Louls ealled the Csrr Place-=
a public park. The family must have come from Virginie to 8t. Louis,
a3 the family record of L. W. Boggs, whose first wlfﬁf;ﬂlin.Ann Bent,
states that she was born in Charlestown, Virginia, and from that record
I presume that Judge Silas Bent, Benior, was a Firgininn-[i“ﬂ'“htinzl
The writer of this narrative of Colorado history intended to
close on page ﬁﬂﬂ but I desire to relate a circumstance thset tock place
in my presence where Willism Bent's life was saved by an Indlan, e
Chevenne, oalled by the wnite men of the Fort“the Mawyer." I dd not
know his Indian name. I never saw him at the Fort and only saw him
onoce at tlis Cheyenne village at the Bip Timber in the winter of 1844.
He belonged to m band of the Cheysnnes that lived some distance awny.
William Bent wae living in his lodge in the village closa by the lodge
of old Climemo, where ihe goods were keplt, and I stayed in that lodge
in oharge of the gooda. Williem Bent nad contracted a severe cold, mnd
sore throat, putrid seres throat, &nﬂjﬁﬂnm so bad that he had ceased
to swallow food and could only talk in a whisper until his throat closed,
and his wife fed him with broth by taking a mouthful and squirting it

through a quill which ahe forced down his throat. I went into hias lodge
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to see -how he was mnd he told by writing on o pisoe of slate that he had
with him that if he dild not pet relief in a very short time thet he
was bound to die, and that he had sent for sn Indian doctor called
"Tawyer®™ ond was mpuntj_ng?_:#ary haotr. The Indian cams whlle T was
thers, a plain lodcing Indian without any show or ornamentation about
nim. He proceeded ﬁt once to examine Bent'a throet by pressing the
handle of a large spoon on his tongue just as pny doctor would do, and
on looking into Bent's throat he shook his head, got up and went ocut

of the lodge and returned: very soonm with e handful of small sand burrs.
They were about the size of large marrow fat pease, with barbs all
round as sharp as fish hooks -end turned up one way. They were so sharp
that by touching them thsy would stick to ona's fingers. He palled for
a visce of sinew and a Jums of marrow groase. He made: five or six
threads of the ginew and tied a knot in one end of each, took an awl
and pierced & hole through sach burr, and ran the sinsw through it dowm
Lo the knoty Then he rolled the burr in marrow greasa until it was
completely covered over the barbs of the burr, teok a spmll flat stick
about like & chine chop steck, put & notch In one end, wrapped ons end
of the sinew around his finger and placed ths notched stick against

the burr and made BHent open his mouth, and he foreced that burr or ball
down Bent's throat the length of the stick and drew it out the throat
and repeated that three or four times, drawing out 211 the dry and cor-
rupt matter each time, and opened the throat paesage =0 that Bent oould
swallow soup, and in a day or two was well enough to eat food, and he
told me that he cartainly would have died if thant Indian had not coma
to his relisf and saved his 1ife. The Indian was leughing while he
performad the operation. Those sand burrs and the marrow grease and

sinew atrings and notohed stick to forase the burrs down his throat by
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thke Indian, did the work of c¢learing out the dried matter that closed
the possage of the throat. He ‘n’ﬂnﬂ:amnat unassutins Indian I saw among
the Chevermen, but was considersd bty all the whites that Imew him to
he the ghrewdest Indian belonging te the tribte. No mediclne would have
had any effect in resoving theee obstaclas in Fent's threat. It had
bocome as dry as the bark on o tres, and but for this simple remedy
Bent would have died. No one out an Indian would eaver heve thoupght

of resorting to such a remsdy. William Bent concluded to go into the
states in the spring, and the writer had the pleasure of accampanying

him se far as Independence, Missouri, n?{ tiye homse.
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