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8pires had been caught in & atorm or blizzard at the upper Cimevon
Spring and all of hig eighty houd of mles froze to death, loaving
his eicht or ten wogons loaded with merchundiss without n honl to
mbve them, and teams hnd to be sent out from FHew Maxico to his ro-
1iaf.. The Zremes or bonea of his mules lay all reund whore they had
perished, the wolves heving long since atripped the cercassasz of
the {lesh. +ome of our Indians that hod rode on in advance, on
Seelng these bones and skulls of so many miles, came riding back
ant reported that they had come upon & great battle pround whers
80 many mules hiad been killed. The writer told thoem how the mles
became froze to death the fall before. Our route from there lay
direat acrons the plains to the Arkansas River. Our young Indians
crught two or three wild mustangs and never saw but one buffalo
between the Cimaven and the Arkansas. The party was entirely out
af prﬂviarinns. only a handful of dried meat which wis kent for the
papooses or children. An 0ld dog wes killed ond dressed at one
carp and a hsarty feast was mode of him. The writer 444 not par-
tuke of any ol 1t. He preferrad to chew aome cotton wood bark that
grew Around a hole of water whare we hud cut the young trees down
for our pack animals to feed on, thera being no grass theve, and
we dug holes in tha gravel bed of en old sand creek or slough to
get water, There I witnessed the manner of prepuring and Eilling
of a dog for food for the party. Twao of the old squaws had put &
rope oround a dog's neck a little ways from the camp, on the erpo-
8ite glde of the slough or brush from where I wus neeling sous
younp cottonwood bRTk to chew. Whan I heard & dog making roat

Trightful yelps. I went acrosa to see what was the trouble, and
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ona 0ld squaw was pulling At one &nd of the rope wranpad around the
dop's neck and the other sguaw pulling nt the other end of the rone,
until they chokad the dog dend/ They had mnde & brush pile of

dry willowg and cottnnwood and threw the old dog on the blaza, and
Exrtusrrknxkxiwx burned the hair off and took aticks and heat the
buynt hair off mnd séraped him with their butcher knives, draeazad
him &nd cut him up and put the entire dog into o large kottle ang
cooked him by bolling until way in the night, when all the Indian
men apsembled to eat 1t. My brother Tom Bopgpga tried to pet ma to
aet some of it but I hed seen how it was and didn't partnbke of the
OAVOTY Dagn. I lald back and went to sleep on & very empty stor—
ach, not huaving any food for & couple of days. I don't remanmbar
whather William Bont ate any of thnt dog or not. Hext morning the
bones of the dog lay thick all round where the Indimans had dropped
tiem, xm I felt humgry enough to have eaten a plece of that dog
that morning. Ky brother went to the teppee of 014 Yellow Volf
who was tne head chief of this band of Cheyarmes. He haed & smmll
quantity of dried buffalo meat on a line, und brothsr Tom offerad
to buy some of it for me telling the old chief thet T was not uced
to polng without food long. The old chief told him it wos ageinst
his medlicine to sell meat when 1t wes so scarce and he hed so many
pipoases to feed, but if his brother was so very ilungry to go take
it. But he would net sell it. TBut my brother would not touch
it, and we &greed the old chiesf was right. The next day an old
bull was killed near the camp, end all hands had o feast. The
young Indians caught up the liver and ete it ruw, the blood running
down Irom the cormers of thelr wmouths, they were so enger to satis.-

fy thelr hunger. The next day our party was informed by o messenger
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sent from & band of Cheyennes that hod parted from us in the fall
pravious that they were heving a fight with a band of Puwmeas,
that they had discovered Iin the Island on the Arkanses, near the
Jalt Etx Bottoms. This newsa exicte]d ocur Indians and they rushed
on ahesd to get Into the fight. William Bent had rode ahead
toat morning to try to kill & deer and brother Tom started forward
to see where Bont was, axd I Pollowed having o good rifie, leaving
our pack train with Beott A. Porker and the negro man Dick that
T1lliam Bent nad lor a scook to look out Zor the pack train,
Hy brother end I went as fast as our mules could take us, On
reacidng the bottom land on the south side of the river we saw a
great smoke arising ﬂhﬁut a large isgland thet was covered with
brush and timber, where the Poawnees hed been shaltersad in their

brusn Camps to repalr their mocasinse, and were ddscoverad by the
Chayennos.that ¥HeE moving down the river. Two of the Pawnees went
out on tne hilla near by and were seen by a party of mounted Cheyennas
and cut off Trom thelr retreat Into the brush and shelter where

this party was. Tna first mounted Cheyennea charged on the two
Piwmnees who were srmed with good rifles. One succeedod in getting
into the island; the otherr who was tha leader of tne Fawnees

fought until killed. He vsounded three of the Cheyernnas fatally
before he was killed, and his body lay right In the trail that my
brother and I were galloping in and the three wounded Cheyennes

vWere laying around in the high grass close $o where the dead Pnwnae
lav, We did not stop but kent im on, anxious to find William Bent
who had left us early in the morning. We finally sew nim on e

white saddle mule across on the north sine of the river, in the open



rlain with a number of the Cheyennes collected around him. Juat
63 Tom end I smerged from the river sitting on the bank of the
river wus chdef Whirlwind of the bantluf Cheyermes that was wounded
while trying te fire the gress at the lower eand of the island in
which the mein body of the Pawnees were. They ware getting smoked
out 211 round ond were about to escape ln the thick smoke at the
lower end of the island and Whirlwind, whose braveu“?ﬂﬁ conducting
the fight, went to the lower end of tihe lsland to set the grass i=m
on {ire, and while blowing the fire to start it received no bullet
through the side of his fage knocking out some of his teeth.

He wae sltting there with hiz facea bandaged bt could not talk but
made 2 slem to us by putting his hand uwp to his fece and showing
which course the bullet wont through his mouth. The Pawnees
marchad down the mlddle of the river in the dense smoke to & small
island coversd with gpreen willows and made themselves a breastwork
of sand and willows by scooping up the sund, making & kind eof b“ﬂ‘
back shapad hollow, 2nd lay flat down in 1t, so they could not be
Eean. There were forty-two of them, well ermed with good rifles,
The Cheyennes only hed hows and arrows and shields. The Chevermas
had & numbar of horses killad by the Pawnees as some of the young
braves would charge along the river bank to show off, while the
Povmaeas kent up their shooting and they killed sbout five horzes
from under these foollszh young Cheyenne braves. Willian BRent
gddressed them to atop thet kind of sport, and camp all round the
Fivmees, on both siden of the river and xixxd starve the FPawneos
cut, but the old chisfz comeluded ea tiey had five or six of thelr
breves mortally wounded end hed killed the laader of the Pawness

end taken his scalp, they concluded to withdraw, nmnd went into
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camp near wherea the first fight took place, and the Pawnaes want
put sometime in the night and left the dead body of thelr hraves to
the Cheyennes. After this affair with the Powneas we proceeded
back up the river to the Fori, traveling up on the south aside of
the river and orossing some little distance above the mouth of Tas
Animag, &nd thence on to the Fort after an absence of mearly two
monthas without getting a single robe. The tuffelo had nll disap-
peared excenting a Tew straggling bands of bulls, up in the hills
about the hend of the Tap andmasn, near the RAaton lbuntalns, where a
party of lunters went nmnd killed a lot of them and barifcued or
dried the meat and brought o wagon load to the Fort. Williem Bent
conclnded to go inte the Stetes thet sprdng and visit St.louls,
and the writer wos advissd by him to return home, and I accompanied
him.. = The Compony ovned o fremin Min golird near the state line,
¥hich was In charge of my alder half brother, Angus L. Borgs.

They had some cattls there and a few head of buffale galves that had
heen raiged with the tame cattle. I went ghend of William fent
and arrived at this Tarm and informed my brother that his Uncle
William would be nt his hHouse the next day. That was the last
time I ever saw him as he progesded to 8t.louis, soon after ha
arrived at my brother's farm. And the laest time I soaw Chorles
Bent was when 1 stayed a couple of nights st his house in Tans,
wigm i lived with his family. I was kindly treated by him nnd
ne furnished me o fresh saddle mule and good wnrn_%ésgﬂb?nr Bpend ah
blanket, Tor my Jjourney acrons the mountains in the worst puart of
the winter with o amall party of men.that was discharped in Santa

Fa, and who wWere returnining to their homes in Minmouri:. Charles
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Bent 314 not want me to venture aocross the mountalns 1In such cold
weather and insisted on my staying through the winter at hiaz houae
and remain there until the spring. He told me how cold end rough
tha trin would be and was afreld I would freeze, but I was nnxious
to got to the Fort where my brothar Thomas wag. S0, seeing I was
datermined to go, he ordered everything Tor my confort.aain the
juurnﬂ?;hut advised me not to go faPther tnan the Fort, aa I wonld
certiinly frooze in on the plains. Bo I took his advice and
steyed &t the Fort, where I found my brothar Tom &nd Kit Carson,
Williay and CGeorge Bent and Capnt.St,.Veain. And they 111 advized
oe not to atteupt to go on to Eissourd, and it was lucky for me that
I took thoeir ndvice, ag those of the party whno continmued their
journay were ceverely fTrozen, and some of them were so badly Troot
bitten thet relisf had to be sent out to bring them in. I was
miptaken when I naid Isew Charles Bent at his home in Taps. He
coma in later to Indopendsnce and I met him there. He was & noble
man and waa & great business man; wis considered tnha hoad af the
firm of Bent and 5t.Vrain. His influence was considerabla in Yew
Keaxico. I ramembsr ssaing him in Senta Fa on the arrival of
Col.8am Ownes' traln ofmmercghandlse .—Wegons Tram Inlependence,
M asourl. Ths dut ; 131'11&5{ by the Mexican governmant at that
time (1844) was 3600 on each wagon load of goods, and Col. Sam
Dmﬁgs, ovmer of ten large wagonloads of goods, put up in bales,
left his train in charge of old Hicholns Gentry, &t the crossing of
Yha river on Lhe Gimaghn route; ﬁnﬂ,with ona or two other gontlenia:n
golng out te Wexico for a pleasure trip by way of Fort Dent, andg
roachod Santa Fe long bafore his train of wagons reachad the first

sattlements ol Wew Mexico; and there he made a settlement with the

)7
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Cuatom House officers and the Mexican suthorities.——Through the
influence ol Charles Bent, getting hils ten mgonloads of merchandice
pugsed nt a4 greatly reduced rate. It was the custom of the MHexican
authordities to send out a compony of Mexican soldiers tp meat the
morchandise trains, under pretense of guarding them into the settle-
mant; but thelr real objlect was to pee that no goods or wagons wera
smipgsled into toe country, to escape the heavy duties. El'uc:ﬂrias;
u;yﬁﬁt for the uoe of the morchant trader and hls employes on t-hﬂ[nﬂ:wm_']
route only M&¥ ellowed. Tobacoo, sugar and coffee were contraband;
but one wagonload of balad lan{ tobacco, owned by old lilck Geniry,
Wap passed in Janta Fe by the governor, who througsh nils xind hearted
“ile plended [or the old wagon-umaster J%hntr?" so hard as to induce
her huoaband, the governor, to pass tha load of contraband tobagco

£ @ mar&%&rﬂnnl gum, bteking only one hundred end fifty dollers fron
the old man, Eles srugonload of tobAcco wis subject to confiscatlan
BE spon &8 1t crossed the line into Mexican terpitory. The writer
crove that wagonlond of leaf tobscco into Santa Pe and into the
plazfd in front of the governor's residence while & number ol Hexlcan
goldiers were being paraded in Tront of the governor's house, and
and waited there until the old "dgnté%E::EL wos well known in Santa
Fe me one of the oldest wagon mustﬂrn‘lnﬂ frelghters that hauled
goods to Santn Fe and Chihuahon, mnd 1t wns bacause he hnd brought
s0 many trains of merchendise scrons the plaing in dangercus timaes
from hostile Indiana l1ikce the Pawnes and Commancha Indians that wayv-
laid the taxx route of the merchant traders that Uncle Hick Gentry
was permitted to pess his waponload of contraband tobacceo inte

Santn Fa almost frea of duties. It was said but 1ittle of the
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dutisas on American food brought overland into Mew Mexico aver reach-
ed the gensral govermment, on account of the laxity and mode of tha
eificers in Bents FPe. A man of influence 1ike Don Carlos Bent,

Ls he was xnown by the Mexlcans, could do much toward gstting the
axnorbliant duties reduced on American merchandise. I left him

in S5anta ¥e to go by wey of Teos to Bent's Fort, and when our little
party arrived at Tmos I found Charles Bent st his home there, to

my surprioa. He must have pagged our purty somewhsre on tha route
os lie was on & superb saddle mule of the kind which he kept neny
his maldence at Ee.nanumdn de Toos durding the Mexican war in

18446, Charles Bent on acecount of hio great influence with the
inhabitnnts of ¥Wew Mexlco was appointed provincinl governor of the
territory by the U. 8. Government. While Col.Sterling Price
(afterwerds CGenl. in the confedernte army) was staticned in Santa
Te with severnl cormeonies of U. S. Troops iﬁul.nr Col.Alexander

w. Eﬂniphml wias marching witn his regiment on the City of Chihuahua.
Governor Bent reslided at his home 1in Tags with hiz family, nmd

while there In the midst of his family was brutelly muriered in

the presence of hls wife and children by the revelt of the Fuubaﬁn
Indians, in large force, who marthed “rom their Puebyflo a few miles
weat of the towm in whichk Gov.Bent realded. They killad 211 the
Mmaricens in the place. Thoy met & Kr.Lee just outside of the
town and murdered him in an o0ld straw shed where he had taken

refuge Lo conceal himself, %ﬂ#iﬂﬁ a8 lerga force of Pﬁuhjln Indiansy
Eprﬂﬂﬁhinslha wxmixkEicknkaxxk ran into this straw pile and burrowed
himiel? nnder the straw; but unfortunately for nim ha ¥es gesn by

the Indiang as he ran into the old adabe, and they rén in and ran
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taedr lances dovn in the stravw untll they plerced his body and there
put an end to his life. Thay then proceeded into the town and
surrounded the house of Charles Bent and climbed over the wwalls and
shot him with arrows tharough the windows, while his wife was olinpg-
ing to him boegming his to use his revolvers and i'r:l_.ﬁht-ml them away;
but he oeid 41T I shont mome of them then they will mirder you mnd
the children. An the Indiang were looting and robbing tie houass
suppnosing they had killed Gov.Hent, hia wife Wend with the aid of a
sarvant cut a hole through the wall of the adobe house with an axe
and dragped the body of Charles Bant through to & house near by,
when ha wao yet alive, nnd he onlled for pan and paper and wrote
the words "I wmant"--and then expired pafore he could state or write
whet he wanted them to do. The Indiana alse killed an Amerigan
w by tnu nema of ‘Jnltll_n iI.udIa"rfﬁnlanTw; w&u Etapping in Taos &t the
#_."Th""d" tillln1 tlﬂ.-;ud”i Ealiavu-:hu‘t they 2
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also killed En:rmi'#'i Frenmchmar that was married to a

Bexicen lecy: he kept a public house In the town,the writor

af {:is and nis party put up at his house on thelr arrival
there in the winter of 1844, az he was on his way to i;frﬂt
Bent. The Indiana led by their chiefa ther proceeded to hunt
the tomn and to march on Santa Fe, it wna snid they were ut
up to this revelt by a Mexiont priest, vwho sald that il they
mould X112 the American Governor and what other forael mers were
in the plage, they would grlin the cowmtry wnder Mexiocan Bule,
The news of the revolt and massscre at Taw# reached Snnta .
Te and Col, Prico dispatched o company under Capiasin ‘.I!-‘.I'f.-.'.ll'in.- |
who met the Indiane in Iz forgeon the road to Santa Fe and
=ith his ﬁﬁwitﬂ'eg opened on them and slew them by hundreds,
brinzine then back to Trlﬂ, wnara they sought sholter in an
old church that was walled in all aroun! with a high wall,
ard hurl“h:n.d.a:d. thomselves inaldes The American t!‘ﬂ;ﬂﬂ, und er
ﬂn?tﬂn%tﬁnkﬁi tho place and out a hole throusn the
wall and placsed a ocannon mouth throurh mnnd killed many of
them, the rest of then endeavoured to escape to tis mnuntnir.s;
but ﬁ?‘?u:‘a'led oy Captuin 5t.Vradn, and =hot and kllled as
goon as it was light anoush to gee to shioot. Tne leaders

of tiiis revolt were Tinolly captured by the American troops
nrd santenced ta De hung and alx were linz from ona scaffold,
one of then, mors bravae than the others,; polnting to the

Cnief whio commanded them, told him he waa the gauge of all
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the trouble that had enzaed then fo k111 thelr best friend,
meaning Doe Qo Hent, vhom they had Enown so long as a
rood friend and said they oushit to die and told the old Chief
to stand up and éle 1ike a man, thaf he ought to die. I
have all this account of the revolt and marnner of the death
0f Charles Eun_& 25 trother, Thoas. !:ﬁ Sogra, whose wile,
ther o pirl, was in the house and witnessed the killing of
&;:"Eu'nt. She war sheltered by o Mexican stonding over her
aa =has crouched In & corner of tlie room, by pleeling 2=
parape ovar her head and then by eacaping the notloe o the
Indisns, as they had begun to rob =2nd fPlunder the pre=ises.
¥y brother's wilfe's name in oldn, and she la living yet,
at her daushter's at Clayton, lNew Hestioo, or was tlis last
time I heard from her. My brother same firat to California
in 1849 and returned to Lan Anmm where 1o i ._*:R'H Caraon
hal noranch and wore together in t‘:m shoop huuinnua‘,d._,‘-’tr
ths trade of Tents Port, in huffalo robes, was broken up,
theze two of thelr most trusty sand experienced traders
wera thromm s:u_t ol emplojment and tiey s2ttled down on
their fam at Taa Animas, Toth having married Yewlecan
wiven. ‘Tasy had assoclated together Tor so mu.r;;r yoara,
they ware more like brothers thnn partners, a complete
hlatory of thelr livee and the many dangera they pasaed
throush would £113 oeny pager of history of ths Pirst

white men to inhablt tha plalna of Colarado znd Mew Mexico.
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while mus’ has been written about it Carson and printed,

yat there romins much unyritten history of that brave and ad-
venturous neout and mouniainoer. He was with Col, Fremont in
California at the tine o the"Bear Fing" rovolution and cmmo
with Fremont <o Sonors, ihe headmarters of the Bear ¥Flag
party, to add them in thelr offorts to establish their
indegendenoes o the Wexienn authorities, but having Teen
resalled, by a specinl meseare;from his Jjouwrney noril: wltn
nia exploring party, to return to Cnlifornisa-to some con-
vanient ﬁuir.t, g0 &g to be raady Yo eosperate with tie 7.8,
gnips of war that :ad been ordered to fhe Prellle coast

for the purpose of taking possessiom of California, as paoon
an Mostilities hnd commenced betwsen the Torgea of thelnit-
gd States on tho Rio Orande under Secul Taylor and the Mexlesn
army under Goneral Santa Anna [thias Santn Anna iz not the
true name of the Mexican generanl that commanded the army of
Maxico during her war with the United States snd Toxes, his
real mame was Antonio Iﬁ{:m de St. Anne, vhicn in plein
Enrlish means ME@:; af 8t. Anne, th:e place or miaslon
cimreh where his hoecisnda or home war mnd the Mexicons gave
nim the nick name-of Santa Anna.’ Fremont, on his relurn Lo
tho Saermmento valley, was mot or visited by measengers

from the Hear ¥lag party =ho hed organized thelr loroes,
conaipting of s few old fromtderamen and Tear hunters wao

1ived in arowmd the valleys norih o7 the bay of San Prancisco




