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The story of 014 Fort Bent or "Bent's Fort", o 1t was
ganerally cnllsd by sll westerm men or travelers to the Hooky Moun-
tains, or Sante Fa, Mew Maxico, either by the Cimaron route, the old
aents Fo wagon trall, by the famlliar peaks known by ell travelers
to ¥ew Mexico, by way of the RBabbitt Ears and wapgon mounds, vie
Irg Veprs nnd Ban Higuel into Eénuﬁ Ya, or by wiy of Sent's Fort on
the Arkansas Tiver, situated some forty miles below what 1s now
imown ns the City of Puebic, not far from the junciion of tha Huer-
fano (o amell stream) end the Arkansas River, the route from Inde-
pendencae, Mlssourl, the old frontier town, the original atarting
ploce for all the old Santa Fe travelars and trappers for the
extensive plains and hunting grounds of the Focky ‘Enuntgj‘na and
Hew loxlco, sither passed from Independence in Mdssourd ﬁ;qgﬁi of
Bent's Fort apd the Naton Mpuntalnn, or took o route for the south
by wuy of the Cimeron and wagon mounds, San Miguel, the old Pecon
Msgion into Bants Fe, ond another route bY ~Trall from Bent's
Fort through and over the mountains by the Sengre de Christo Pans
and the Spanlsh Peaks or, 23 the Indlans ¢c£lled them, the two "Wal/-
huatoyas" by way of Tacs or Sen Fornando de Teos, the home of Churles
dent; the senlor brothsr of the three brothers, Charles, William
and Georze Bent, of the [ird of Bent and Ht.Vrain, ocwners of Bent's
Fort. Thase men were all of! 5t.Louis, Missouri The father aof
theso three brotiers was Jm:lg-e Silas Bnnt,ﬁ%ém.muis' oldest

realdenta, residing there whan the population was nesrly all Prench
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pocple. When Judge Bent first came to St.Louis the writer does el
not know, but his father, tha late !r'ilhurn W+ Popggs, bacams acquaint-
ed with Judge Bilas Bent in S5t.Louis about the year 18156, and was
mayried to Julia A. Bent, eldest daughter of Silas Bent, ¥sq., near
St.Jouis the 24th of July, 1817, by whorm he had two sons, Angus I.
and Eenry C. Bogps. . Mgus Langham Boggs, the elder son of L. V.
Dogga, by vulia A., hin wife, was born the 18th of June, 1818, ot
Judsae Sllas S‘._-,I‘ﬂnt-'ﬂ near St.louls. Henry Corrol Bogge, the young-
ect,; was born at Ft.0sage June 1at, 1820, Jackason County, Missourdi.
Their mother died when they were small children. Julie Arm Boggs,
nes Hant, was born in Charlestowrn,; Virginin, the 15th of July, 1807,
gccording to the family record of L. W. Boggs, which the writer of
thegse papes now hes in his possassion. This epamea Tamily racord
bas the record of tha marriage of I, W, Boggs with Panthea Orant
Boone, & ftsar the death of his Tirst wife. Fis gecond wife wus

a granddaugnter of Danial Boone of Hantucky'fama, and sha had the
care and training of the sons, Angus and Henry. She was glso the
mother of ten children. The first n} onldest one of har sons was
Thomss 0. Boggs, late of Bent's Fort, who wazs for a munber of
yeors aemployed by Bont's Company &5 one of their traders with the
Indians for buffaleo robes. Kit Cerson, the lamous scout mnd puilde,
was &n asgociate of Thos. O, BDoggs, subgequently for Col,Framont

in hia trip to Euli}nrnia in 1845, anﬂ.ruudarud very important
services to the government during the congquest of California while
with Col.Fremont in Califormia, end was alsp sent with despatches
from Fremont and Commodore Steokton, who won in commnnd of tne Havy
et the time of the Wexican war, on the Pacific Coast; co-onersted
with Fremont in the conquest of California, after Cormmodore John

Drake Sloat had landed and hoisted the American flag &t Honterey,
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the old caplitol of California, undsr Mexican rulne. Kit Uarson was
Fremont's puide and chief scout in his Journey to California in
1845 ond was sont with despatches back to the States by Col.Fremont,
to Inform the government of the occupation pf California by his
forces, and that of the U. 8. Yavy. Eit was mat by Genl.Kearnay,
and a company of 1. 5. Dragoons on his way to California. He tum-
ed Carson back and sent tha despatches bpew-nr forvard by some of his
own men, retaining Carson to guilde him into Califormia. Ceraon
in geouting in advance of Genl.Kearnsy and his troops disgovered
a lerge party of Californians comminded by LDon Andres “ico, who wis
a brother of a formar governmor of California, Don Plo Plco, of
Ios Angeles. He had gathered together a force of his countrymen
and had come out to meat Hearney and prevent him from entering
Califormia. Carfon reported what he hed seen &nd induced Oenl,
Kearnay to make & forced merch end take Pico by surprise, and after
& hard night's rids on thelr worn down horses Kearmey cames upon the
Californians ebout daylight, und attacked them and & bloody Tight
took place in which Genl.Kearmey was wounded and lost a nmanmber of
s men, and hed to [all back on the alde of & mountain, whare Plco
surrounded him and demanded him to surrender,; but Kedrney refused
to' surrender and was kent there a number of dove, end being without
suppliaz waa forced to sat mule meat, and while the Californlans
xent mountad sentries all around them, bedme largely ocutzumbering
the Jfmericans, Keerney ¢nlled for some ona to volunteer to crawl
thnrough the lines of sentinels and convey the news to Fremont and
Stockton nt Los Angeles to cend ocut re-enforcements to rellieve him,
Kit Carson volunteered to creep thirough the line of sentinels, who

kapt up c¢lose watch all round the Amerlcans. Cargon walitsd untll
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night, and accompanied by & young lieutenunt, Edward F. Beal, they .
sucgecded ot great riak of their llives in petting through the
enemy s llne of mounted pickets and made thelr way on foot by &
circuitous route Into Tog Angeles, and Commodore Stockton and Fre-
mont went out (with a larpe force) and relieved Genl.Hearmey.
Hearney lost about 22 men and two officers in this battle, called
tha battle of S5an Tascual. Framont when ha started for California
in the spring of 1845 came by way of P#ent's Fort and engaged Carson
there to occaommany hia expedition. The writer of theae puges had
gone into the States or to Miansouri in the sprilrig-_ mwi.t.h' Yiilliam Bent,
with whom ho had spent the greater part of the winter in the Chay=
Brne ﬁllugus ebout geventy-Tive or oighfy miles heolow the fort at
what was called the Big Timbars, where part of the wintar of 1844
wag spent trading ﬁ{ buffalo robes, and had a successful trade

that winter as buffalo were very plenty and fat. Villism Bent
lived in a tup)r’nn or lodge with hHig wife, & full bleoded Choyenns,
and & most excellent good woman. She was the daughter of a Chey=
enna chisf or brave that had been killed in some of the Tights

with some tribes that they were at war with. Her mothner was
living in the village also but in a separate lodpe'. Tha writer

aaw her after slie was an influential person among her tribe, who
wera at war that winter wlth thelr old enemles,; the Pawnees, who
frequently made raids out on the plains to the buffalo range,

and the Cheyennea and Sioux Indians lought tham and took scalps and
horses Trom them by war parties of young bravas golng on the war
nath. The Eha:.ramfh took about eighty scalps frnﬁﬁuwnﬂﬂs that winter.
Trusxxintaxxthe writer witnessed many of their war dances and

scalp dances while In the village. I was in the lodge where the
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cump&niua:- . wers kept all winter. The o0ld chief Cinemo had the
largest lodge or tepgee 1In the villape and tendered the usa-ﬂf ollg=-
half of it to Williem Bent, to keep the goods in that we had brought
down Trom the Fort, &nd we received the buffalo robes &s fast as
they were dressed and gave them goods. The Cheyemme willepe was
logated for the foll and winter of 1844, to surround, &nd kill buf-
falo and make and dress robes for the trade of the Tort at request
of Wm.Bent. Tha writer of these pages was sent from the Fort in
gompany with Bill Gary ‘and goods. Qary was en old trader iﬁ ermloy
of the compeany end was well versed in the Indiem's leanguage &nd &
Canadian Frenchman, bat couwld not write. He could speak the Chaye
enne language both by slgns and words? He hod a Sioux Indian wife
and one little boy, sind lived in & lodge near to the large tupﬁhu

of 0ld Ciremo, the old Chevenne chlef who had glven one-ralf of his
lodrge Tor the use of Bent's Company to keep thelr gooss in and
raceive the robes &5 fast as they were dressed and prepared by the
gquawa of the village, the squaws doing all the mermal labor of
stratoidng and drying the skins; and when dressed they were brought
in to the trader &and exchanged for such goods ag their men chooe.
The squaws did all the work of the village, such as putting up and
taking down the lodges, prenoring and cooking the mest Tor thelr
men, bringing in wood with thedr dog draye, and only received such
things from tohelr lords &g they chose to give them. The kind of
goods mostly used in the trada was red cloth, beads, tobncco, brass
wire for bracelets, wire for arrow points, butchers' Iknives,
snal) axes or tomphawvks, vermillion, powder znd bullets. The bosads

varn of three different colors, red, white and blue. The white

-5:
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¥ind were prized the most highly by ull the different Indian

tribes, the blue next &nd the red laat. Tne compony alse traded
them Abaline shell, whioh they rrized very highly for ornamentis.

Ona shell would often be wvaluad oa nigh &5 four bulfslo robes, accord-
ing to the brillient colors contzined on the Iinside of the shell.
The ehief or warricr who purchased the shell would saw 1t in to two
obleng parts, and after squaring the pleces would polish the outside
af the shell and meke a hole in the small end and suspend one in
each ear, giving the fregments to their squaws end ¢hildren, who
would polish them and decorate their frocks that wore made of
gntelope or deer akins, dressed and neatly fringed, and Lrimmed
around with beads snd fregments of these shells or antelope hoofs,
gll polished. Thair moogasine were of the post beautiful make

and highly ocrnamented with various colored beads and colored por=-
cupine gquills thot were worked in various shapes of ornamentel
pattorns, ecccording to their teste,and with & Havajlo blanket and
thelir feces tinged with vermilion, the young squew or girl presented
E very neat appeArance. These Hevajo blenkets were closa knit,

end all alike, & white end bleck stripe; sbout two inches wide.

They were not so large af the American trade blanket, mﬂ“ﬁ“’uﬂly
wornm by the young squaws of the vwillage. They wera water proef,

60 olose wove or kEnlt with a bone, and procured [rom the Havajos

at groat sxpenss by the company. I have peen several hundred of
those young Indian Miﬂﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂrﬂ:lﬂﬂﬂ in their Favajo blﬁﬂkﬂtrﬂ; form a
circle at a war dance ocutside of the cirele of braves, who were danc-
ing anround a large bonfire at a scalp dance, with thelr trophies of

Pamwnee scalps suspended from a smal) stick strotched oround small
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hoops, with their faces painted black, carrying thelr trophies and
baating a kind of tﬂm‘}ﬂ? or small drum, and singing thelr war songs,
and the old Medicine squaws, with many hideous trophies and sculps,
of former enemlies taken in battle,duncing around in the inmner circle
formed by the braves that had beon successful on the war path
agiinat their ancient emendes, tho dotested Pmaaﬁ To roeceive

& mark from the blackened fece of one of these braves by hip awn
hand on your face was to confer the same honor and glory that ha had
attalned in taking the scalp of hisn enémy on the war path. The
writer had this compliment pald him by one of t.h;ﬁhita ﬂmtalppa‘!{f'
braves after a successful rald of his party against the Pawnees.

In the winter of 1844 while at the Cheyenne village his party
brought in eleven Pawnse scalps, three of which were taken by the
"Thite Antelope" hi:;mnlf, fie being leader of the party that went

on foot against the Pownees. They were &bzent about Tive or six
weeks and much concern was felt for the party by the old werriors
and thelr Tamilies durdng their prolonged wmbsence, and many mournful
donces were held in the village bofore the return of the war party,
ENG equally &a much rejolicing on thair r:atum, which ecocurred in a
snow storm. The return of the party was delsyed by the bringing
home on litters of Thoce of their wounded braves. The custom of

& war party on theilr return was to despatch ore of their munber
ahead ¢f the returning porty to locate the whereabouts of thoir
village end for him to retwrn to the party without being discovered
by thelr friends end to bring with him some emblem or trophy thot
e could take from some ome of tha numerous tcjpuua in the village,
which was usually some emblem or medicine bag sign 6f the family

kept out in front of the tepfee on a kind of tripod ng' threae stelkes
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sat in the ®g ground and the shield ¢f the owrmer of the lodme hang-
ing to 1it. It was on & vary stormy night, In mid winter, and snow-
ing hoovily and wind from the north, when the "rummer" from White
intelopos returning war parsy reached the villsge, at the Big Timbor
&nd stole in and took from in front of & zagphu the upual family
sign or motto that wos attached to this shield, and started bnck

to escape from being caught or seen by any of the peopla: but he
wes saon, and the news spread faster in the village than news

could be carried by telegrasis or telephones nov-a-days. It wase
soon after midnight ond great excitement prevailed snd pursuit was
made by the more swilt ruming young men of the willage, to over-
take and captura theMpunner rom the returning war party, but he

wis too fleet of foot for them. A1l the whole village had turnad
cut and went far out on the plans. Somp r&n Az much as aipht or
ten miles to .catch the messenger. Had ke broen caught he would
have lost the entire plory that had been goined by hin boinpg one

of the successful war party. I hnrve been sxplicit in thisn de-
soription of the methods of the Indian tribes with whom Dent's
Company traded. Thege customs would apply t%.;phnaa, Kiﬂw?
or Hinu:,‘*&}iﬂm? William E_&nt- b.%d preat i_.]ﬂliun:;e:’?ﬁ-@, especinl-
1y the Cheyemmes. Tha trafle for robes the winter of 1844 wus

4 successful one Tor: the company. William Bent sent to the Ara-
panoes &n invw.lnn to come to the Cheyenne villages and live
through the winter, clesé to the Cheyennss, and kill buffalo and
dress robes for trede to the Company. MWe other trading post nearor
than Fort Laramie on the Flatte River, except a srnll lop hut socu-
pied by a4 man by the name of Bharp, who traded the Indians whiokey

and sometimes he got & robe or two from some strapsling Trdian
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from the Cheyernme wvillage, but i@ trade did not amount to =mmch.
Ti131iem Bent had bullt o couple of double log cibins sone Years
before 1844 at the uppor ond of the bottom of the Bip Timber which
he removed to with his family, and when the buffele robes could be
utnrcﬂ?;ﬁ had an ¢ld French cook called 014 Plerre, about B0 Yearsa
0ld, and was there during the Christmas holidays; a2nd he invited
the writer to coms &nd take a Christmas dinner with him. It sms
about two or three samkx milses from the Chavenna villapge whoro the
ariter was located in charge of the goods and robes kept in old
Cineno's t.epja-u. This 0ld ¢hief had the largest lodpe in the
village. He was known among the white traders as "01d Tobacco®
and he was a great friend of the white traders of Bent's Compuny and
wos subaequontly killed by o soldier or tesmater in 1848, as he
appronghed o govormment train traveling up the Arkansas Valley
el Where this old friendly 1ived with a small bankl of his tribe
off on the river fraom the road. On seelng & train of wagpns '!-F—
_nrnncl:ing[hu want out to meet tha wagona to get some tobacco, and
have ‘a8 Triendly talk, &nd smoke with them. But unfortunately

the officoer in command had issued orders that morning to the
taameters not to allow any Indlian te approach the train, And ns
thic 0ld chief approached unarmed with nmothing but his large radstone
pipe that the writer of this had often sooked with him in his
nespltatle lodge, ¢ Phe teamster who was armed with a-gun_,mtinnaﬂ
to him to go back by raising nis hond and bringing it down two or
three times,calling out as ne motioned to: go back, go bock. Ko,
in the sign langusge of the Indlans a =motion raising the hand at
arm's length end bringing it dovn once 1s & sipgn to come to me;

twice or three times,is to come quick. 8o the 01d Indien chiefl
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advanced more rapidly, and vhen near was shot down by the teamster
obeying the order gilven*by the officer in charge of the wagon
train. The old chief lived but & few hours or days, and wornad
his tribe mot to go to war with the whites ns they threatened
revenge Tor his denth. And that was the way that in which the old
chdef Cinemo, or 0ld Tobacco of the Cheyemnes, lost nig life, ond I
lived in the same taqﬁha with him &11 the winter of 1844 . FHa end
his band sccompanled us om our trip over in thﬂ_ﬂimﬂ%;n valley, 1in
the latter part of the winter, where the Indians bad gone to get
out of the way of & war party of the Delaware Indisns that wos
roported to be advancing on the Indians of the plains, to gat re-
venge for the massacre of thely old chief Swarnuc, that had been on
a trapping expedition in the mountains and was enticed by the In-
dians of the plains into some recess of the mountains and robbed

¢f their braves' pelts and murdered, and his gon, Cept. Jim Swar-
muck, had come out with two or three of his braves and ons or two
Shawnees to search for his father, and on Emxxixx learning of the
fate of his father, wus returning to the Delaware tribe near the
dizsourd State liome, throatening to come out on the plains with
five hundred Delaware braves and Shawnees, xckxd and rub out, as he
stated, all those Indians that was concermed in the massacre of

his fether's trepping poarty. And he did start with his wur party
for that purpone, whon he wes stopped by the government soldlers
from Fort Leavenworth. The writer met him Zx on his return from
his se&arch Tor his father's poarty, kg we were polng out to Sante Te

with o merchant train, not far from the ola Santa e crossing of

the Arkxanses Hiver. He had only two or three man with him. One

L
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wug a Sharmeée who brought us a venison, while Swarnuck was telling
now his fmther haod been murdered by some. of thaze Booky dpuntuiln
triban. By nome means this news of the approach of the Delaware
war party reachedl ths Cheyvenne village, where Willinm Bent and the
writer ¢f theoe piages had passed several months with the Cheyennes
and Arapahoes. They took alarm &nd pulled down their teppees in
legs thar one hour and were on the move, breaking up inte ssvernl
bands, the band of I-l:-&.p uf Erwn and Vhirlwind going in one direc-
tion and old Cinemo ;ral:l.n'f wnlf’ﬂ band going to the [::llllll.l::!nq.
Willium Fent ordered o raturn to the Fort with the robes mnd goods,
and after repleniching with morse goods nond puck-animuls stoytad

to follow the Indiong, exypesting they would find plenty of buffalo
over in the Giﬂugbn country, huirﬁiﬁ not overtake thes until we
renchod the ﬂimf{nn valley. Wo pazsad up the Tee Animas oy Purs-
toirea river to the mouth of the Box Flder cresalr shd up the Box
Fldar and out norosa to the Eimm;%n vallay. Only one surround
of buffelo wop mede by the Indlans thet we were following, before
they muchn::r{] tha Eimxruﬂ, ag 1t wos snowing and they troveled in
haste and found no buffalo in the Eimngﬁn énuntr?. After gotting
down Into the Eimr;zznn valley naar the head of the Eiwﬁ:nn valley,
we camn upon loand or village of the Chevennes, ond nmo game wnataver,
Pinding only one pld starved blind buffalo bull, so poor that we
would not ki1l him. Thare were & Tew wilild turkeys In the vellay
but so wild that Indians only killed o fsw of them. The Indlansg
after we Joined them commenced moving down the ﬂimnﬂhn valley oand
went ag far ag the old Banta Fe wagon trall, wheré the writer had

pasged tne Call previous and where a merchnant trader by the name of



