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'-lrru? tha in{ur?atiﬂn ef Endiuna ngd h:ntar:hwhn have frﬁquunﬁly
visite BE part o 8 countr &5 almp from % account given
iﬁiﬁfﬁiiififf Piki.rriltivi to this Feak, it appenrs thit
ne person either givilized or savage,bad ever ascended it to it=
summit, and that the azcent was deemed by them,utterly imprasticsble,
Dr,James having IﬂGﬂIEliﬂhtd this diffiounlt and heasardous task, T have
thought proper to oall the Peak after his names, as a uqnplin.ni. to
which hin =zesl and perseverance, togsther with Lhe skilful attention
with which he hac examined its character and productions, pive him ths
fairast claim, Fike har indeed given us notice that there is suah &
Peak, but he only saw it at a distance, The unfavourable ciroumetanceg
under which he oame into its neighbourhood, preventing hic mrrival, aven
st its base, He attempted to ascertain ils ait tude, but it is be-
1jeved that his= estimate is very erronecus,’s’ tracl rrom Major
Long'c MS. Notes, July 15%ih, 1820.® e
While it is quite probable that the Feak had not been sur-
mounted by while men,nor by viuiligi Indians friﬂ: to the exploit of
Dr,James and his companions, the idea that it had never baen arcended
. by one of tha aborigines - the untain Otes, — meams less s0, Thltiﬁxﬁwhv
..mﬁ_"#ﬁ l; 1&51 one g ﬁ“ ﬂt{ ip Cologpado igﬁl: abd mo Eﬁfﬁnul
of & nltnh E an a's Fh ad been viei tz Indian
prior to ite first known atiainment by white :-E, 5 wit -
nessed by the Iullﬁrin¥ extraot from Mr,Pranklin Eheda's interesting
acoount of an ascent of Blanca Peak, near Port Garland, by himeelf and
topographic Etrtr June 190, 1878:
"The summit of {ha mounteain was & model ome, about 10 feet in width,
and ooverad with finely brokem rock of & very hard, dark variety, Thas
only relice of former visitants consisted of & surious oir-
cular excavation & to @ feet macroms, surrounded by & wall of locse
rock 1 to 2 feet high, which must have been the work of an Indian; but

how &n Indian ocould have olimbed up there,I caanct imagine, But why
he did it,is still less axplicable It would be uselese am & look-
out, eince it is 7,000 feal above fne vase nearly 10 miles distant

from the nearesL pdint of Lhe valley, It ocguld not have been usad
in hunting game, Eince,with the exception of ¥hee rock.dog, OBYT
flaviventer Aud, and Bach., Rocky Mountain Marmot,] we esaw mo avidence
to show that either sheep or bear had ever vieited the plmas, The
latter animal often scratches a bed in the rocks on the high peaks,
but the exoavation here was too large and regular to have been his
work, In the oenter of Lhe odircole was & well built monument of
loose stones about aat h%Eh. tn which we found & printed form,on
the back of which & chort note was written in pencil and signed
Jd. 7. (I, Thompaon). In this, Nr.Thompson says that, excepting the
Indian relic, he had found no evidence of Lthe peak hlving been pra- Eﬁﬁ;;~:
viously visited, I understand that he stadid sll ni B Lhe sum- [
mit, which must have been & stra experience, ¥ o g
FEXTEed Wy (Ninth Annn:& Egpﬂrt of the U.8.Gecl.and Geog.Survey of the
Territories, pp. 804, T

The rock-work described by Mr, Rhoda, seems Lo be nuite like Lhat
recently common, and some of whick still remains, in the Rooky Moun-
tains of Colorado, which have been built by the Utes for defensive

purpeses and as lockouts, if we except the MMY unususl elevation snd
inaccessibility of its location, IE ’

- ; rumi"n been built as & resort
6f smerganoy, by hard-pracs rafuapecl; W Mty
Iﬁiﬂliiﬁalngtnn from whioh to watch thé mofemente of 31a di glrf
the enemy,in time of war, such bodies being visible al great distances.

- Wkile f% freguently appesarad 1Ei£iint iii;: the publioation of the
Aocount of the expedition, thil . ef ver to have been adopted
for Plke's FPeak by thE traders iif }irgfni;n'hﬂ :?aln% EEu Hgnk Eﬂnﬁ.

and saam @
S Tand FeakRroRa SFotRe oo etk Rhnes nosd FbL (3 by &2!&?, 3t
atsr, when a personal name was to be attached to it, to hava !nsiatnﬂ,
with fthat love of f;tr play for which the mountsin men were sver noted)
fhat Lhal nams should be Lhe name of Pike, whom they reparded as its real
afgvurur. Fikula name secems Lo heve been in nuErant use li ihS TIAmS
o ntiar town o nde

is mountain, amo tElE! men and &t the fro Pen-
. .+ e riiaag T e S e
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Though th- names "Mount Fnu“ and YPike's Peak" dcourred im print

at least as early ac the middle thirties, it seems mot to have been
antil after the use of the latter name by Captain J, C, Premont,in the
offieial reports on his Rooky Mountain expedition= of 1B42 and 1843-
"44, that literary usage finally orystallised in favor of Lhe nanma,
Pike's Peak.  Tn an sttempt M but & few years befor thip, to make
delpiid Dr Jame=' name stick where it would not, one “Writer
(Thomas J, Farnham, 1830) went s0 far as to transfer the pame "Fike's
“eak" to 'thﬁ Spanish Feaks,.

Whan ﬂ' fhe fate of the matter becume ap - empts were msde,
to transfer Lhe name, "Jamen' Poak" -mmzﬂ%%qﬂdhﬂ- first
of Ni-unsuccessful,  Thus, M under date of. June 30, 1844, in
the journsl of Bdwin Bryant®, we resd, "We have passed to-day l..-u-:-’-

I’ 5 “Fgblished in 1849, under thE Eille, "lhl'l- I Saw in Ellﬂﬁﬂi "F:]
e

ing the Jnm-.l of 's Tour Thither in the Years 1848, 1847,
st 12mo0, el.

or Jamet's Peak, and what are oalled the Blasck Hills ™ The tppun-

tion of Jamss" nams Lo & peak visible from the Oregonm Trail, im the
Hnrt.n Platte o nu- nr ames had mever besn, snd to one which
nnd 100REBES El.g' n?'uu Black Hills™, wes manifestly

b | hmﬂpﬂlh. l.hlr t0o survivgg-and it failed to do =0,
The nams mn soams nmt?u %Bnhﬂh‘ in the fiftien)

_..l-l-LJ?_

——

ive ._Wl?mr.r—ﬂ’ﬂ:.—-_
um o dlt ey Es-wrsy, on LES JhEes'

uu common mesting point of three Colorado counties,
—uupu. Clear Creek and Jrand, — Jgns than 30 mile= southerly from
Long's Peak, in & part of the Front Range whiock was viewed, Lhough
a disrtance, by Long and James, and in which it i= fitting that bot
w&m should have namesakes, This Jlatest James Feak is pipieiiduistie®y’ in

Ay nsiig et 30° B1' 10"N,, ik lom, 108° 41' 0'W.,%; snd 1its
-+ 1] sLippincott's Gasettesr of the 'ln:u'l_"}
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elevation, as determined by the Haydem Survey, is J:E,Ilﬂn foot,



#_'Hrh- ereek on which the party encamped during the three days coon-

pied in making the excursion above detailed;, is called Beiling-spring
oreek, having one of its principal sources in the beautiful spring
alroady descoribed, It in skirted with & narrow margin of cotten.
wood amd willow treen, and its banks produce & small growth of rushes
on whick ¢ur horses subaisted while we lay encamped hare, Thina
plant, the common rush (Equisetum hiemale, Fh,),” found in every part
of the United Staten, isa aasten with avidity by horses, and it is oftan
mat with im dintriots where little grass is to be had, When ocontin-
ged for a considerable Lime, ils use proves deleterious, .

"The recent Lracks of a grizzly bear ware Obmarved near the camp,and
st no great distance ome of those animals was soen and shot lt,hr ona
of the hunters,but not killed.

"In the timber slong the oreck, Lhe mparrow hawk, mﬁhum.
rad -hoad woodpesker, dove, winter wran, Muphl tﬂ'ﬂlihllillﬂ. yallow.
bressted chat, and several othar birds wore seon,

"orbicular lissrds [ii:;haib’qi} were found sbout this camp, and had
been Once or twice before noticed mear the base of the mountainsm,

#4 amoke supposed to be that of an Indian encampment was neen, rising
from & part of the mountain st a great distence towards the northwest,
It had been our comstant practice since we left the Missouri,io have
mentinels stationed about all ocur encampments, and whenever we were nol
on the march by day, and until nine @'elock in the evening, it wanm the
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duty of one of the thres Fronchmen to raconnoitre at a distance from
gamp in every direstion,and to report immediately when anything shonld
be discovered, indioating that Imdisns were in the vicinity. Frecsau-
tions of this kind sre highly necessary to prevent surprissl, and are
invariably practised by the Indisns of the wesi,both at their villages
and on their merch.

"On the i4th,Lieutenant Swift returmed to camp, heving performed the
duties on which he was sant,

w: hase was measured near the camp, and observations taken fOor ascen-
'.I.i'rn:lnp: the elevation of the Feak, These are detailed in the aprpend-
dix to thi= valume, and in Major Lomg's report may be seen an account
of the method used to estimate the sctual elevation of the poimt at
which these obsmervations were made, The entire elevation of the
#eank above the level of the ocean, ascertainmed im the manner there de-

soribed, is eleven thoumand five hundred fest.¥
From the of the manner In which theese obsarvations

ware ﬂlﬂhw it will be mgen tha' this very
@rrofoous estimate Of the height of Fike's Feak wed dus, not ¢ sdy =

serigus error in Lieutensnt Swift's measurement of the sltitude of the
reak, relstive to the camp mesr Fountain village, but ohiefly Lo the
faulty estimate of the pidsisieiid elevation of the lower Flatte canon
above mea level; the latter and the ocamp near Fountain,having besn
tacitly sssumed equali The statement in the appendix,is as follows:

¥it our ¢ on Boil -apring Oreek, at L‘Iﬂ distanoe about 285
miles 3:1::. ﬁn'- P ‘P‘“E ni.gh.hd ¥ Pike as thl Eighenat
poak, ) tri nunt.ruu. ebservations were made for determining the
h;tﬁ - ak above the level ﬁ:l' the »d jacent country, A bang
(-] 1 -Lu hﬂ. B0 atel anl a taken at itas
ext ien, to ll':ﬁll uf“ﬁd' ﬁl:;fl e Lo lu:gn a8 &
base to determine m :umn. of t:n mn ain he uﬂ" st Lthe

a::t tiem © uu Ms bas “ etpd for lhl i o
su:t ,ﬁﬂl ?ﬁ ﬂ ’-T' Pd H Eiﬂl E#ME I tlu
sgoondary baa uﬂnul-t-lﬂn. 1mﬂ.u faet, The as
taken at the ﬂtmltin H the mecondary e, included h-nt'ntn hat
1ine snd the lines of visiom, M -n obj nt auh.mu y visible st the

re 0a" )

abov E i ¥§ Eﬂ;ﬁl oF 21 nE:t tﬂp n “ ti'ﬁliﬂld at #

E u n y of the llﬂﬂhﬂ.l!‘j‘
'a- 41" nnmntuﬂ alsg for i.ndlx 1m:.- u-f unmt '.rh- Hnl-.'l.
resull nr '; obsarvationsa, gives for the helight o hu Jnk above
the plein in ¢h the obtsprvations weras made, 8SBO07

fﬂﬂ ﬂ:d-r to l.!ur}:h; ‘;1:2 zmi-}nn t.lu angle © u:l.-vu. u nt the swummit
9 e e r of water was
ble an I' .gnvnt.inn obsarve angleo ﬁt':' viﬂh (L] t. !tlllﬂﬁ

eorres :ﬂ for refraction,in 3* 304 28v, The as I'."ll'l:rl as
_ gives the height of the peak mbove the true lavel of the place ﬂ ob-

servatio ne correction having been made for the spheric i a of
the utrb::. . ‘# e
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© WAlldwing the &ﬂr%&nﬂiuulnr fall of the river Platte,from the moun-
tains to its mouth,to be on an average ninetesn inches per mile, (which

lgpllrs raaaonable from the :nfiait of itas ourrent compared with that
of the Mimsouri the fall of the Missouri from the place where it re-

ceives the Platte to its mouth, to be 148 Inches per mile, which mgrees

with the result f:ﬁmﬂ*g{gléggllt Engineer Captonmment .- amd that of the
Missisippi from the i he Misaouri Lo the Qulf of Mexico to bLe

12 inohes per mile, it would give for the heipght of the Platte at the
base of the mountains,say at the place of the above observations,

3000 feet above the level of the ccean, and conmegquently the height
of Jemes's Daak would be 1180714 above the asame level,"

The trus haight of Pike's Feak above sea level, as given in the
latest (1008) edition of Gannett's Dictionary of Altitudes, is, by
observations of the United States Weather Burean, 14,111; and by OUnit-
ed States Coast and Jeodetic Survey n&llﬂttﬁlntﬁ*h}i 108 feet,

The alevation of the D, & IT EETEE aiglﬁf-isuntEiﬁtifﬁfiiﬁgﬂé!'
5,883 feel; and the average fall of the Fountain creek valley.in_the
¥ 13 miles between Tolorado Springs and Fountain (D.a R,G.atatioms,
a3 per same Dictionary),is 32 feet to the mile. Leng's observation
camp (loested,san per intersectiom of its given Pike's “eak bearing,on
Fountain cresk,aboul two miles above Pountsin statiod) ‘was therefore
approximately Be27 fest, Adding L0 this,Swift's measurement, BBO7
fest, an the height of the Feak above camp of observatiom, gives
14,134 feel a8 the elevation of Pike's Peak sbove mea level, If we
bear 1§‘£1§3nfhit:i$i§'in late a8 1801% the United States Signal
::,.‘}'a\ *annsti's Distionary of Altitudes, second edition: Bulletin No, 7a,
T I:u:_uiﬁglnﬂ Survey.
T 0ffice's mossursment, 14,147 feot, Was MEsM sccepted ss Lhé correct
elevation of Fike's Feak, we must concede that Lieutenant Swift's
measurament was - not merely for Lthat early day,but even as judged by
modern standarda - remarkebly scourste; and that the respomsibility
for HEgediRSREEd Rriat underent imat agblnnaiuutald of MM Pike's Peak,
rests with thome who combined Msl the Lieutenant's pigsigf sccurate
measurament with the very erronsous estimate of 3000 feel ams the ele-
vation of tha PFlatte and Arkansas waters ot bamse of the Rooky Moun-
tains in the Pike's Feak regiomn
Continuing the ner:bivEeRETTAB%eYSei0¢20R0 508088 TRELER S S0P woon.
plete ssts of obaervations for latitude and longitude
were takem, which gave 38° 18' 0" morth,snd 108° 20" 49" west from
sreenwich, or 28° 30' 48" from Washimgton,as the position of our
SAmp. The bearing of the Feak from this point is morth, 37° west,
and the distance about twenty-five milem ™

But of the above figures, Lthoss fgr letitude and longitude are both
quite srronecus, and on =4 + Lthe tables in the appendix of-itie—
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Whveountiy we find that the Dunf 5 tmﬁvuhuly-:umtﬂuad
the figurea for latitude and longitude of the camp of later date anp
upper Arkansas river, and that EhddercherasrfdgorsnnaEenpteen the raal
figures of the oObLservationa made MMMeSaEaGidaily for l1atitude and -

longitude of Fountain peele) camp, ars Maps not to be found in either
the main narrative or the appendix, i

"In all the prairie-dog villages we had passed,small owls had been
Observed moving briskly about, but they had hitherto eluded all our
stiempta Lo take them, Une was here caught,and on examination found
to be the apeciea denominsted Co¢quimbo,or burrowing owl, "(Strix
gunicularia),

"This fellow citizen of the prairie dog, unlike its grave.and re.
¢luse congeners, is of a socia) dispesition,and does not retire fronm
the light of the sun, but endurea the strongest mid ~day glare of that
luminary, and is in all mepects a diurnal bird, It stands high upen
its lega,snd fliea with the rapidity of the hawk, The Coguimbo owl,
botk in Chili and 5¢.Domingo, agreeably to the accounts of Moline and
Viellet, digs large burrows for its habitation and for the purposas of
incubation; the former asuthor givea us to understend that the burrow
penetrates the earth Lo a considerable depth, whilat Viellot informs
us that in 5t.Domingo the depth im about two feat,

"With us the owl never oOccurred but im the prairie-dog villasges,
sometimes in & small flock,much moattered amd often perched on WM aif-
ferent hilleocks, at & distance,deceiving the eye with the sppearance
of the prairie dog itself in an erect poature, They are not shy,
but readily permit the hunter within gunahot, but on his too near D=
prossh,s part or the whole of them rise upon the wing,uttering s note
very like that of the prairie dog,and alight st & short distance,or
continue their flight beyond ths viaw,

“The burrows, into which we have meen the owl descend, ressmbled in
all respects those of Lthe prairie dog, leading us to suppose either
that they were common ,though perhaps not friemdly Occupants of the
sama bukrow, or Lhat the owl was the exclusive tenant of a burrow
gained by the right of comquest, But it is at the same time probahble
that,as in Chili,the owl may sxcavate his own tenoment,

"From the remarksble coincidence of mote, between theme two widely
distinct animals, we might take occasion to remark, the probability of
the prairie dog being an unintentional tutor to the young owl, did we
not kmnow that this bird utters the same mounds in the Weal Indies,wheré
the prairie dQg is Bot kndown to exist. v



