antfl,turning the side of a momntain of modsrate elevation,the ocean
nr-£inlria again spreasad before us, This monotonous plain, of which
we had been hitherto so woary, now burst upon our sight, and for a
momant exhibited a cheerful and pleasant contrast to the rude mountain
ruins,.we had,with such toil and hazard,beesn clambearing over, This
charm was,K however,scon Lo be dispelled, in descending to the plain,
it htanﬂshn usual,desirable to find & gzood situation for an encamp-
mont, abounding with grass for the horses,and sonvenient to a water
courses, For this purpose,one of the parlty rode t¢ & small lime of
timber, about & mile on our left, which ram in & parsllel directiom to
our lime of march, He overtook us agnin at the distanse of two or
three miles, having discovered a copious stream of water, It was
abgut three miles below the point at which the water had been discov-
ered, that we gained the lime of timber, only to experiemse the morti-
fication of disappointment,in finding & naked bed of sand,the stream
having no doubt sunk into the carth,some distance above, Wa had
therafore L0 undergdo the pains of abstinence atill lenger, until we
again sought hhu tizber farther below, where the water had reappeared
on the surface™

= = = = — -

*The cOurse hers,was p:ﬁblh:l.;r nut-n-rd apd in part norihesstward,
mear sad along the south branch and them southeastward down Lhe

main trnnk of one of & two small l:L:r-uﬁ:::uu that descend Lhe

south part of the eant s)ope of Cheyenne mo ain, north of Little

EE:E ntllgilndtgnin Foun ‘#Eu:':i:.ff'ifqtivs lt lnd tﬂu or

s —

0f the camp ui.nb:lim:utﬂ.n creek, for observations m on
Fike's Feak and vicimity, Degtor James wrotes

"Near this encampment we firat observed the great shrubby m CRC -
tus, whioch forms so comspicuous & feature in Lhe vegetable phymiogmomy
of the plaims of the Arkansas." This he refers to the "Oactua
oylindrious of Humboldf; it {e pgaiMeall now known in botsnies as
Qpuntis srborescens , of MMM Engelmann, We omit here,for lsck
of spacée,his descriptive and other comments on this caoctus,and on
other plants observed in this vicinity, imcluding particalarly. a
cucurbiteceous vine which he calls Midulllielelpialaiuuled it tun sy’
"ucumis perennis, American colycinth®, and identifies with one men-
tioned some years earlier by Brackenridge "under the name '"Arkansas
simblin', frofi informstion of hunters.V

Reverting to the return from Turkey oreelkpivipirinii 'tn Fountzin
creek and then to the camp on the latter, he saysy™ '

"From an elevated ridge which we passed in the morning,some bisons
had been sesn at the distance of five miles; and as we were in want

P |



of game, Mr, Fesle with two hunters,rode forward in pursuit of them,

They overtook the herd near & smell creeak,and attacked ome of the
largest,which was at length killed, Un examining the body, twenty
balls were found te have entered im different parta before the animal
fell, They arrived at camp, bringing the meat, at a little after
noon,

W¥rom this camp we had & distinot view of "the HighestPesk", It
appeared sbout twemty miles distanmt, towards the northwest; our view
waa cul off from the basa,by on intervening spur of less elevation,
but 811 the upper part of the peak was Jaielpe visible, with
patchea of snow,extending down to the commencement of the woody region.

"it about ome atclock F M., & dense black cloud was ssen to sollect
in the southwest, and sdvanoing towards the Pesk, it remeined nearly
atationary over that part of the mounteins, pouring down torrents of
rain, The thonder was loud and frequent, and though little reain
fell near our camp,the cree¢k soon begam to swell, and before sunsst
it hed risen sbout six fesi,and again subsided nearly to its former
level, When the stream began to rise, it was soon.covered with such
& quantity of bisom's dung,suddenly washed in from the declivities of
the mountains and the plains at its base,that the waler could scarcely
be meen, : 4 : d [

*.s one of the objects of our excursion was L0 sscertain the sleva-
tion of the Peak, it was determined o remain in our present camp for
three days,whick would afford an opportunity for some of the party to
ascend the mountaim. "'

— & —m - — -
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LONG'S EXPEDTTION TO THE R0CKY uqmn,mi —CONCLUDED, - FedE

(MANITOU SERINGS, SIKZ'S >BAK, BOYAL GORGE, AND _RITURN OF TH

E ZX=EDIT-ON
FRON THE MOUNTAINS,)

| Thet accom-1ished by Dootor James,July 131; Lto 18th, 1820, beinz the
firat ascent,of Pile's Peak,s0 far as known, i3 of especial interest;
wa zive Lherafore,nesrly in full,sXxcapl technigal descriptions of
animal and plant apaciea, his account of it,and of the observations

made on that ocecasion concerning the P&nk!&#qali_aa&—iha-naéhaanaﬁ

a3 wall as those mede at the madin Ilmp'ﬂmgkﬂlﬂawh&ru on Fountain cresk.
"At an early hour om the morning of the 15th, Lieutenant Swift, ac.

companied by the guide [Bijpad], wan despatched from camp,to messdre

& base nesr the Fsak,and L0 make there o part of the observations

requisite for caleunlating its elevation, Dr,James boing furnished

with four men, two tﬂiﬁ: left at the foot of the mountein to take core

of the horses,and L“HA. company him in the propoasd ascent to the aonm-
mit of the Peak, set off at the sare time,

"Thia ﬁ:tanhmﬂnt left the camp before ﬁunriuu, and ‘hakinf the moat

airest r-uut.a scros Lhe plains,arrived at sleven o'clock st the base of
the mountain, Here Lisutenant sSwift found & place anited to his
purpose, Wwhere jHJ als0 was & sonvenient spot for those who were Lo
aszend the mountain,to leave Lkeir horses in a narrow valley dividing
Lransversely seversl sandatone ridges,snd extending wesiward to the ¥
bane of the Peak,” | R

— = e S
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*rhis ha:“ samp was evidently that nu.rt. ﬂi the Fu-nntain sreek

L
Ilfp- } {hnttum!jUEt a?ﬂ*e thE mopth nf ian fr ia nrnuki niit B

Wifter establishing their horse camp,the detachment moved up the
valley on foot, arrivingz about noen st the Boiling apring, where ther
dined on & wsaddle of venison and some bisen ribs they had brought rondy

¥ .
go.ked from thu_ﬂuup.
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We here ness over the Doctorfs observations om the Zo0da Sgrinzs aof

precent Manitou,at the foot of Lhe Paak, as thesme will be given,in o
connection with those of other early travellers, in & special chapter,
After describing the gresat BEoiling Spring snd the one now called the
Salphur Spring, he nuntinuns;j

"After we had dined and hung up mome provisions im a large red cedar
tres near the apring, intending it for a supply on our return, we took
lsave of Lieutenant Swift and bezum the ascent of the mountain, We
carried with us esch & =small blanket, ten or twelve pounda of bison
ment, three gillas of parched-corn mesl, and a small kettle,

"The sandatone extends westward from Lhe aprings,about thrae hundred
vards, rising rapidly upon the bese of the mountaein, It ia of a
deep red ocolour, usually compact and fine, but sometimas ambras ing
angular fragments of petrosilex and other silicecus stones,with a fow
organic impreasions, The granite which auncceeda it,is coarme,end of
& deap red celour, jome loose fragmenta of gneiss ware mecn lving
about the surfece,but noma in place, » The granita lilﬁﬂiiiiﬁiiii

*It is evident,from thia Etatamunt that antu: Jamen aiﬁ ngt Ex‘minﬂ
Williama canon, in part of whosae heq ho would heve asen gneiss in
place, Had he visited it,he would ‘algeéh doubtless have mentioned ita
majeatic and he&tling walln of cavernous limestone, —F, W, C,

- A esxas ot the base of the mnuntain asontnins a large portion of
feldspar of the rose-coloured variety in imperfect cubic cryatasls, end

disintegrating rapidly under the operation of frost' snd other caumes,
crumbling into amall masses of half an ounce weight or leans,

"In ascending,we found the surface in many places,coversd with thia
loose and crumbled granite, rélling from under our feet and Tendering
the macent extremely Aifficult, We bezan %o credit the u.a;ﬂ-. fonn of
the guide, ﬁ"ﬂ“ had conducted us to the foot of the “eak, and
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left us with the assurance,that the whole of the mountain to 1ts

sumnit,was covered with locse sand and grevel, 30 Lthat though many
attempta had bLeen mede by the Indians and by hunters to ascend it,

E'HIE had &"i"l!t' roved mucceasful, We pasmsed maversl Of Lthese Ltracks
[;; StEFP iéaaﬂrnvail, not without some spprebansion for oar lives,
a3 there was danger,when the foot.-hold was once lost,of sliding down
and being thrown over precipices,

"ifter clambering with extreme fatigue over about two miles, in
which several of these dangerous places occurrad, we halted at sunset
at a small cluster of fir troes, We could not,however,find & piece
¢f aven ground large snough to lie down upon, and were under the neaces-
sity of securing ourselves from rﬂlling into the hruuk' near which wa

e " —

*Ruxton craak, Could they have startad atriifanuugh to have

reached the locality of thn.iiﬂiﬁ esent E Way House, or points

a 1ittle above there, they would havi Bxcellent camping groundy Eut 1t
it is evident thet they reached,pill on that grening, ohly a point in

the steep, nNarrow iiiiycunfinal of Engelmann's canon, lower down, —F, l-ﬂ,

—

encamped by means of & pole placed against Lwo Lrees, In this situ-
ation we passed an uneasy night, and,though the mercury fell only to
54" ,felt some inconvenience from cold.

"On the morning of the 14th,ms soom as daylight appeared, having
suspended in & tree whatever articles of clething could be dispensed
wihh,[}nﬁ] our blankets and provisions,except about three pounds of
bison flesh, we continued the ascent, hoping Lo be able to reach the
summit of the Peak and return {0 the aame camp in the avening, iAfter
passing about half & mile of rugged and difficult travelling,like that
of the preceding day, we cromsed o deep ochasm,dpening towards the bad
of the small stream we had hitherto ascended, and following the summit
of the ridze between thesme,found the way leas difficult and ﬂanzarnuﬁt.

*The chasm hera referrad L0 waa nrobably that of Bouth En:tnn arank,
srossing which, Dunsnr James and his companions proceesded up the
divide between R ton :nd &n1th Ruxton in Lhu d :aut on of Lake Moraine,
following MEm i 1 : i b A JoEpEpdX in this
4& part of theair luuunt uuhntlntiully the nuurnu of thu Hlnituu and Saven
Lakes trail,—F, W, C,

— ———

"Eaving passed & level tract of several acres,cgverad with the aspen
poplar, & few birches and pinea®, we arrived at &' a ﬁyqnﬂtﬁgﬁmniﬂﬁ nz

“®Eia level tract was the flat divide between Lhe upper part dF-ﬁEI?‘__‘

A ton creek basin and Beaver oreck hunulhh which ha= Pﬂnﬂtrltﬁd&
recent yeara the Strickler tnnn¢1, bored by Lhe city of Colorado

*‘- Jpringa,te bring water from Beaver oreek into the Lake Moraine reser-
Tﬂ'irp — Fi"iul

towardas the south, mneerly carallel to the base ©f Lhe conic part of
tho mountain whish forms the summit of the Peak, From this spot, we




could distinctly see slmost the whole of the Peak, bttt Mt iy
piel pialafdll its lower half thinly clad with pines, junipers and other

evergreen trees; the upper & naked comic pile of yellowish rooks, sur-
mounted here and there with broad patches of snow; but the summit ap-
peared 50 distant,and the ascent s0 steep, that we deocpaired of ac-
complimshing the ascent and returning om the same day,

"In marshy places about this part of the mountain,we saw an unde-
scribed white-flowerad species of caltha, =gme Pedicularise, the
shrubby cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa,Fh,), snd many alpine plants,

"The day waa agreeably bright snd calm, A3 wa ascended rapidly,

& manifest change of tempmature was perceptible, and befora we reached
Lhb outskirts of the timber,a little wind was felt from the northeast,
Un this part of the mountain,the yellow flowered stome-crop '(Sedum
atenopetalum, Ph) is almest the only herbaceous plant which occurs, The
boundary of the region of forestm,is a defined lime encircling the Wk
peak in & part which,when seen from the plein,ecpeared mear tke summit,
but when we arrived at it, & greater part of the whole elevation of
the mounteain seemed still before us, Above the timber the ascent inm
Steepar, but leas difficult than below, the surface being =0 highly
inclined that the large masses whén loomemed roll down,mesting no ob.-
atruction until they arrive st the commencement of the timher, The
red cedar and the flexile pine,* are the trees which appear at the
-$,Exi£} * Pinga flexilis, J,
= greatest elevation, These are small, having thick and extremsly
rigid trunks, and near the commencement of the woodless part of the
mountain they have neither limbs nor bark omn the side exposed to the
descending masses of rocks, These tress have not probably grown in
a snituation 80 exposed aa to be MMl unable Lo produce or retaim bark
or limbs on one side; the Limber muat formerly have extended to =
greater elevation on Lhe sides of this peak than at present, =mo that
thone tresgy which are now on the outmkirts of the forest,were formar-
ly protected by their more sxposed neighboura,

¥4 few trees were seen above the commencement of mnow, but these sre
very small and entirely procumbent, being sheltered in the cravices
and fismure=s of the rock, There are almo the roots of Lreea to be
meen at s0me distance,above the part where Lhey are now atanding,

WA 1ittle mbove the point where the timber disappeasrs enmtirely,
coxmences & region of astonishing beauty, and of great {nterast on
account of its productions; the intervals of scil are sometimes,snd
are covered with a carpet of low but brilliantly flowering alpine
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rlants, Most of thess have sither matted procumbent stems, or such
a8, including the flower,rarely rise more than an imch in height, In

many of them,the flower is the most comspiouous and the largest part
of the plant, and,in all,the colouring is astonishingly briliiasnt.

Wi deep Dlue ia the preveiling colour among these flowars, and the
Pentstemon erianthera, the mountain Columbine (Aquilegis covrulea) and
othar plants common te¢ less elevated districta,were here much more
intensely piisdegedxia coloured than {n ordinary situstions,

"It cannot be doubted that the peduliar briliiancy of colouring
observed in alpine plants inhabiting near the atmosat limits of pheen-
ogamous vegetation,depends in & great measmure on the intensity of the
light trsnsmitied from the bright and unobscured atmosphere of those
rezions, and fis] incremsed by reflection from the immonse impending
masses of snow, May Lhe deep of®rulean tint of the sky,be supposed
to have an influence in producing the corresponding colour, 80 preva-
jent in the flowers of these plantsf?

"At about two o'clock we found ourselves s0 much axhausted as to bl

render & halt nasceasary, Mr,Wilson, who had accompanied um as a
volunteer, had been lefi behind mome time mince, and could not now be
meen in any direstionm. As we felt some anxiety on his account, we

halted and endeavoured to apprise him of our situation; but repeated
talls and the discharging of thé rifleman's piece produced no snawer,
We therefore determined to wait some time to rest,and to eat the pro-
visions we had brought, hoping in the meantime he would overtake us.
YHere, aa we were aitting for dinner, we Obmerved saveral amall

snimals,nearly of the sise of Lhe commom gray sguirrel,but shorter
and more clumsily formed, They were of & dark gray colour,inclining
to brown, with & short thick hoad, and pifupdf erect rounded ears, Im
habits and appesrance,they rananhlg the prairie dog, asnd are believed
40 be s species of tha same genus, * The mouth of their burrow is

——

*Thi=s mnimal was thi,lnuntlin ll:nntngg;%iﬁaié ¥ivent }. of thu
same genus as the east huok, L t Fless closely rolat-
ed to the Prairie Dog T =0 E,

—

usually placed under the B ﬂbj_iflin of s rock, and near these ws aftes
wards saw several of Lhe little animals watching our approsch and
uttering a shrill note somewhat like that of the ground aguirrel,
Several attempts wore made to procure s specimen of this animal, but
always without success, as we had no guns but such ams carried & hearvy
ball,

Mifter sitting about half an hour,we found ourselves somewhat re-
fremhed, but much benumbed with cold, We now found it would be
imposaible to reach the summit of the mountain,and return to our camp




