and high bot variable winds, Betweecn twelve o'olock and sunset,
the mercury in Fahremheit's thermometer,fell ninetesn degress, from
89° Lo ap".»

[Ju:l.ﬂ "3rd, Breakfast was despatohed, and we had mounted our horses
DAPREE SRV DTORDEE, o nns v s a0 e 00 a v n st e n e v m A s e

¥is wa approached Lhe mountains, wood becams much more abundant
along the Platte, Wa had often heard Our guide,in speaking of the
country two or three days journey from the mounteins, mention the
Grand Forest, and were a 1ittle surprised om arrivinmg at it, to find
no more than a narrow but dninterrupted stirip of timber, extending
along the immediale banks of Lthe river, never occupying the space of
balf a mile in widih,

"for several days the direction ntﬂuat in ascending the Platte,
had inelined commidarably to the a“t-h. varying from due wesit to
south 20 west,

"In the course of the day, we passed the mouths of three larpe

ereoks, heading in the mounteins and entering the Platte from the
northwest, gns of these,mearly oppomite to which we encamped, in
ealled Potera's oreek, from a FPrenchman of that name,who is said to
kave been bewildered upon it,wandering about for twenty days, almest
without food, He wan then found by a band of Kiawas, who freguent
this part of the country, and Jekerhes Lo his companions, a party of
hunter=s, at that time encamped om the Arkansa,®

Although one of these large creeks enters the Platte from the
southwast and flowa from the northwast only in the upper part of its
course, Lthere are no other thres sireaams to whiech Dr,.James could thus
refer, than Cache L 1la Poudre, Big Thompson, and St.Vraing and M as
camp was made near the third or southermmost of Lhese soon after pass-
£ !I.t. roterds creek (so far,at leasi,as the lower or trunk part of
/it was comcerened) wes what is mow known as St.Vrain's creek® and the

5 *I have not been able to find other record of a Fremah name spelled
| "potera¥,in connection with the early Far West, Two or thres decades
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ﬁ%“—“Thrnnghﬂnt the day we were .ppronnhing the mountains oblijuely,

Il"ﬂ""'"—_r'lr -

camp was between the latter and the present to £ P Ml,_tﬂ ~ T‘.
KA e arrnf cepting W one N just nhﬂvg%#, all campo |
made by the axpadilinn &= & whole,on the South Flatts,were on the l
JSouth side of the rlrar.

3%

and from ounr encampment at evening we suppbsad them to bs ebount twenty ,
milas distant, 0louds were hanging about 211 tha higher paris of
the mountains, which werc sometimes pbhaarved to collect together and
descend in showers,circumscribed to & limited district. This state
of the weather obatruoted the clearness, but added greatly to the im-
posing grandeur of moma of the views whioh the mountain [Lﬂng'u Palk]
presanted ¥ .=, An extra pint of maize waz issued to each mans,
and & emall portion of whiskey distributed,” Just what constituteds

small portion™ EI the latter oo dity, 15 not stated; for somes reason
: 3

St SRk oty VBATRR wasia 3K 5 o e ioen sue.

cific inm iﬁiipahtﬂr Al than in that of the maize, but he sesms to

have wished us to infer that it was less than & pint, which we will

therefore assume, He oontinues: :
"in leaving the camp in the mornimg, Major Lonz and Lisutenant

Swift preceded the party, intending Lo select & suitalle plase for
sncampment, where Lhey proposed to commence a set of obrmervations,and
to wait the arrival of the remainder of the party. But a= they had
gone forward sbout two miles, the point of woods at which they had
left the cource,was mistazen hy the main body, which moved on until
ahout sleven ofclook, By this time much anxiety was felt on account
of their absence, and persons were sent out to attempt Lo discover
them,but returned unsuaccessful, A circumstance tending to increase
the anxisty we felt was, that Indiians were reported to have been seem
ijn the course of the morning,by several of the party; Captain Eell
was about to despatch as large & force as it was thought prudent to
spare from the camp, to search for them in all the distance which had
heen paceed since they were mseen — when they arrived al the encamp-
ment of the main hody,at half past one P, M,

WThe oheervations which hai been mads,were of coursa lost, as Lhe
corresponiing egual altitudes for the corraction of timse could not be

had,
"In the svening the meridional altitude of Antares,was tazen for
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the extra allowanceé of corn was cooked and eaten,and the whiskey
drank in honor of the day."

The takles of astronomical and other dbservations appended to the
Account of the axpedition, show that the latitude deduced for this
locality wa= 30° 57' 44"H,, and describe it as "Camp oh Platte,
thirty-two miles below the point where it icssues from Lhe Rocky
Mountaind™; which fixes Myt thi- FMpieaMppyFpty camp in the imme-
didate viocinity of Erigzht n, Thus, the main part of this first kmown
Colorado Fourth gf.fﬁly,hunﬁ place at Brighton, the pyrotecknic
display being ons of 60Tn-crackers and fire-water; but Lhere is
nothing to show that the sxplorers did not wet their whi=ztles a wee
bit at Plattevilie, in whose vicinity,at least the first steps toward
the celebration were taien MppEM in the morning by the issue of extra
rations, Tha point of woode bk Ma jor Longz and Lisutenant
5w1§t§au;nﬂtud Mplplpipipp( fxfgld in the early forsnoon, wlth intent to
maxe ft Fourth of July headquarters for the expedition,lLut which the
main party inadvertently passed,so that it had Lo be ziven up, was
probably that HERE"the Lock and Randolph trading pest of 1841, and

t-Th. adobe walls ruins of this poat may etiliﬂpa nesn & SHOSE Ala. = —
ance =south of Flatteville Gee chapter on Sowe Barl,

of the South Eistts Valley, for Fatther motice of thio sobi onte
of @ duel foupght in the timber sbove it :

e
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which 8Sapge describes aa g "a point of timber uu:npygni a_large bnttoﬁﬂ

where in the winter of 1B41.'42 was fought the erring-

Eear duel.

wore oegs on plants, DiTds, Hame "'n.‘:m—'—-—-""_'l
wpt these, like many ik of those‘made at '
guat here be omitted for lack of\ spacs,

oLtha ocalities

Y D ﬂﬁy prgogeded about ten miles Larbher up the
ol (] V‘# JF- &‘_ :
PlltLQ{& e ere now near (rresentJerby and Jfondale, a little
above the mouth The Iatter strpam, s Tl
WCanngn«pall creek o L W acd Sl ]
tion ‘_ = b4 : MF‘M’%#&FF’?I’ ) |
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The following mapy observations aesyreniapde on rlants, birds,
mammals and reptiles, are recorded in connection with ﬁili’rﬁurth of

July oampi
"Several valuable plant®s ware here collected, and among others a
largs suffruticoms mpecies of Lupine, The long-leaved cottom.wood™

- L e —— e —— ——

| +popuius sngustiferss, J, i -

T
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of Lewis and Clark, which is,according to their sugrestion,s speoies
of populus, is here of very oommom Ocourrence, It is found inter-
mixed with the ocommon cotton-wood, remembling it in siszs and general
aspact, Its leaves are long and narrow, its Lrunk smoother, and its
branches more slender and flexile,tham thoss of the Populu®s aneulatas,
Some of its fruit wes fortunately still remaining, affording us an op-
portunity to be entirely natisfied of its relation to this penus,
"Here we also Obmerved both species of the splendid and interesting
Bartonia*, the B. puda in full flower, the grosts not yet expunded.

‘}.-"L “"nu rlantes hare r_ararﬂd_tn_u Bartonia, are spacies of Mentzalia, —
?.W.0, ‘
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"These most singular plants are interesting on several accounts,
particularly the regular eaxpansion of their larpge and beaugtifnl ﬂun.t; 3
towarda the svening of sevaral successive days, In the morning the
long and slender petals, and the petal-like nectsries, whick compose
tke flower, are found ascourately olosed upon each other, forming a
cona of about an ineh im length, In this sitgation they remain, if
the waathar be clear,until about sunset, when Lhey gradually expand,

If the weather ia dark and cloudy, with & humid atmosphere, they are
awakenad from their slumbers at an aarliar hour, We have,in soms
instances,seen them fully expanded early im the aftermoon, but this

hes slwaya been in stormy or ocloudy westher, In this particular

the Bartonia st et st i i I N rEXaREEN benrs some ra-
semblancs to the great night.flowering

sifiaieigpigulefuininitiill cereus,..............., but the gaudy petals of the
careun, once unfolded,fall into a atate of irretrievable collapse,

whereas Lhe Bartonia closes and expands its flowers for many days in
suocession,*

e —

= e - - - - = =
'Erthir plants were collected about this enocampment, among whioh we
distinguished an interesting species of Ranunculus, having & flower
somewhat larger than that of %. IIE’FE‘“.-H «With which it grows, often
extending, however,to some distance about the margins of the pools in
which it is primeoipally foumd, R. r&gﬂ%; slender, floating or
decumbent, leaves renifo four or five , divisions cuneste-
oblong, margin crenate, petiole® long and altarnate, The Submersed

. e
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leavas Are every raspeot similar Lo the floating ones, tatemon
prianthera,N,, Zo& guinguefida, Potentills anssrima, gero T

lsnceolata, Myosotis glomerata,N.?, &0,, were also seen here."

' -
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"4 pumber ¢f young magpies were seenm in the bushes about the rivar,
also the nests_apd young of the mockimg bird ‘(Turdus orpheus,Vieil,)®

l,;_FT,I;_L._l‘ #Mimus polyglottus, (L.) Boie,— F, W. uj

il WThe prairie-dog vilisges we had obsarved Lo become more freguent
and more extensive,as we aspprosched the mountains, phiipies.... We
obsarved im the numerou® burrows, an appearance of greater amtiquity
than in those more ramote from the mountains, Many of the mounds
occupy an axtent of saveral yards in diamater,though of but incomsid.
erable elavation, and with the sxoeptiom of the present sntrances,
ovargrown with a scanty harbage, which alway=s marks the area of the
prairia«dog villapges. Indesed wa have obferved several large villapes
with scarce & trace of vegetation about them, The food of tha
marmot. consisting of geasses and herbaceous plamts, it im not perhaps
aasy L0 assign a reason for the prtfa:unﬂqihinh.in sglecting Lhe nite
of his habitation,he piipighi always shows for the most barrem places,
unless it be that he may enjoy an unobstrusted view of the surrounding
sountry, in order L0 be scasonably warned of Lhe approseh of wolvas,
or other anemie=,

"Rattle mnakes of & partioular species® are sometimes seen im Lhewe

e e - e ;=

*3ay desoribes in a footnote here, Crotalus Lerpeminus, as the
"particular species¥, - The mpacies of rattlesnake that he dessribes
alsewhere an Crotalus confluentus , 15 & true representative of the
gano® Orotalus, having the crown of the head moaly, and im tha common
rattlesnake of th,ﬁﬁg;turl lains and of the prairie-dog towna, But
the spacies which, cotnota,hs describes as Qrotal: ﬁtﬁ!!silll-
is ona of the plnfi-nrﬁila& group, for which the oldest unprebocupied

name is ijg%§§5]!1 :lﬁ sed by Samuel Oarman in his work om North
Amerioan Hep es (1B83); seo also u:;-*: Crocodilians isards and
Snakes of North Americs, The specific name gaten q& Rafinesque,
1618) has precedence over that of tar 7 !El : .-
patus is prevailingly an eastern form, centering in Okie, are wAS
known to the Indians and later to the whites,as the "Massasauga¥, That

Long's plrt; met with six or aight speoimans of thes laiter on Bover
\411- in Nebraska, is possible, TE= present writer has found {:

‘Eﬁbﬂ :_E "'::'I“—

near the 100th meridian (Pord county),im Kensesj and it im known to
gccur &s far wesi as Otah; bat it is not, either in prairie-dog Lowns
or on the plains in gemeral, pplplplplal the common species, — F, W, O,

villagen, They are found between the Mississippi and the Rocky
Mountainas, and sppear to prefer an unproductive moil, where their
slugeish gait may mot be retarded by....grass and weeds, Whilat ex-
ploring Boyer Creek, of the Missouri, in the Spring of 1820, our party
met with six or eight of them during one dayh march om the prairie,
and on our subsagquent journay to the Recky Mountains we savarsl times
spcountered egual or even grester numbers,inm the same aspace of Lime,
This is the species of serpent whigh travellars have obssrved to fre-
guant tha villapes of the prairie-doge, and Lo which they have attrib.-
- Qb2 il e £ )
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ntad the unnatural habit of voluntary domiciliastion with that inter-
anting animal, It is true that the terpeminus, like many other
sarpsnts, will secure & refuge from danger inm any hole of the earth,
rock, or fallen tree, that may present itself, ragardless of the
rightful ¢ccupant; but we witnessed no facts which could be received
as prooffthat it i= an acceptable immate of the dwelling of the

Arotomys, @?nﬁnﬂ :l "

| pp. 1173-'74, quotes from the jimerican Hataraliet, XVI, 1882 p, 545, the
following statement of Dr,H,A,Brous,as Lo the ralatiuuu n:intinq be-
| tween the rattlesnake, puieif prairis marmot, and prairie owl;
"erairie dogs | nn ) lgﬂuiigiggg%} sgam t0 have o most intenme
dread of rattlesna Exg_g;np asonflusntus), This little animsl
dreads not omly 1tn ?ununuun bite, but more Lke loss of itas young,

\ which serve as food for these snakes that anter their burrows, take
f

possessfion, and drive them from their homes, Where does one find =
prairie-dog town but that it is teaming with snakes and the strange
1ittle owl (Speotylo gunicmlarias)that Tducks' to peasers in ludiorous
| molemnity? These do not constitute o happy family, The owls,
though they generally Gccupy an abandomed hole Or burrow, destroy the
young dogs, Nor do the eggs mnd neatlings of the owls fare with eny
batter treatment from the snakes; between Lhese exists much ammity,
| Ones afternoon, while pesing through ome of these dog towns in Wallace
| County, Kansas, we heard o most unusual noise and atir (in Lthe town),
| ns though Lhey were holding a bellicose council, They wers
'unllnntad around s hill,into whioh they were soraping dirt vigorously,
On examining the burrow it was found to comtain a large rattilesnake
)tht the dogs were trying to entomb, I noticed this several Limes,
| ue did ether members of our party, Te leave no doubt upon the smb-
ﬁjaut‘ we dug out the anakes after shooting them." —F, W, O,

i B

"From thi_aiﬂ;;;itj in the numbar of plates and scaleées, and from
the greater size of the vertebrkl spots in this spescies than in the
0, miliaris, we have been induced Lo comsider this a dimtinot spacies,
Specimens are in the Philadelphia museunm,

""gn the uthJéﬁ duly we 1lf€“uﬂhu at an early hour,and ascended tWe

r, ?naln with Ltwo T

Platte about Len milea, Hara the party encamped for the day¥, They |
Fhww wore ﬂ:lwﬁhﬁ th of I‘I%lar ure&.’: n_ths v én
it e

y and Irnﬂﬁgfib' al q‘ﬂE?IEE%En and

Verplank and Bernard, went out for an excursion on foot, intanding to o

ascend the Cannon-ball® eresk to the mountains, which appearsd to be

&

*prasant Olear creak, ! Between the pericd in whieh it was knngﬁln

thet fpxpide of its present name, it wanm
Iiiﬁnﬂ;Eif%}!;:=§H=i¥iiiﬂjggagg:, after & well-known mountsin Lrsder.
adi

Ben chapter on Some O nglrurtu nf thu South Jllttq Valley,

about five [?ut were in ranlitr
distant,

“rhia oresk is rapid and clear, flowing over & bed paved wilh roundel
masses of granite and gneiss, It is from a supposad resamhlance of

thens massen to cannon balls,that the oereck has received itls name from e
the Pranch huntara, The channel i= sunk from flft? to cone hundr%ﬂ 1~*{1
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