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observing it; and #i while it advined them that there was at least

one band of freerbocters that they were not likely to meet, il served
&lso hppirantly to make them & little more nervous than they had been
befors on the general subject of Indians, mnd ! intensify thgif BT -
citement at disturbances among their horses, that occurred on the two

succeeding nights.,  |The alerm which ogcurred on the night of the
2@th was the occasion of the party'!s starting Ei™¥diwky on the
morning of the 27th at an aarlier hour than usual, Their experisnce

with the bufisle this dasy, is thus relateds

" We rode on through the =ams uninteresting and dreary country as ¥
befora, but were constantly amused at ocbservingdhe the motions of the
countlese thousands of bisons,by which we ware all the time surrounded.
The wind happening to blow fresh from the south, the secent of our
party was: borne direclly across the Platte, and we could distinetly
note aevery step of its progrecs through & distance of eipght or ten
miles, by the consternation and terror it axoited among the buffaloe,
The moment the tainted gale infected their atmosphere, they ran with
gz much violenca as if pursued by & party of mounted hunters, and
instesd of running from the danger, turnad their heade toward the
wind; eager Lo escaps from the terrifying scent, they pushed forward
in an oblique direction towarde our pariy, &nd plunging dnto the river
they swam and waded,and ran with the utmost vioclence, in sevaral in-
stances braaking through our line of march, which was immadiately
along the left {iﬂft in accanding, rTeally the righf] bank of the
Platte. One of the party, perceiving from the direction taken by
the bull that preceded khe extended column of his companions, that he
intended to emerge from the low riWer bottom at a particular point
where the presipitous bank was worn,by much travelling,inte a deep
noteh, urged his horse repidly forward to gain thi= station, that he
might ha%e a near viaw of these interesting animals; he had ne
gooner arrived at this point,than the formidable leadar,bounding up
the staep, gained the summit of the bank,with hie fore fest, and in
this position abruptly halted from his full career,&and plared fiercely
at the horse,which now cccupied his path, The horse, trembling vie-
lently from fear of this sudden apparition, would have wheeled and
exerted hi= utmost stwed,had he not been restrained by the greatest
strangth of his rider; he reoctiled however & feaw faet,snd sunk down
upon his hams, The bull halted but & moment, then being urged for-
ward by the irresistible impulse ¢f the moving column behind, rushed
onward by the half sitting horse, The multitude came =wiftly on,
erowding up the narrow defile, The party had now arrived,and ex-
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tendiny along a considerable distance,ihe bisons ran in a confusmad

manner in varioun directions to gain thke distant bluffa; numbars
were somnallad to pase through our line of march, between the horses,
This scene,added to the plunging and roaring in the river of thone
that wers :rnnsiﬂ;, produced a gprand effect, which wars still heighten-
ed by the fire opened upon them by our hunters, £s they ancended ¥
the bank, innumerable opportunities offered of nelecting and killing
thd fatteat; and it wan with difficulty we restrained our hunters from
nlanghtering many more than we needed,

Wit i3 remarked by hunters, and appears to bes an sstablished fact,
that the odour of a white man in more terrifying to wild animals,,
particalarly the binon, than that of an Imdfan,....ccovuevnnnnnsnse

W1t 45 well known to those in the least degree sonversant with the

Indians, that the odour which Lheir Lodiea exhale, though very strong
and peecunliar, ia by no means unpleasant, at least to most parsoms, A
nagro in the. employment of the Minsouri fur company,and living at fort
Lisa, was often heard to complain of the intolerable scent of the
myuawna; 4n like manner the Indians find the odour e¢f a white man
axtremaly of fenndva. M. . ... e annes b TaTE L A a v W R w AT e iR e v R I

West of the range of hills,er bluffs,mentioned under dste of 24th,
Long's party found the country relatively smooth again, with imoreas.
ing inolination, amd the river marrower, swifter, and precipitously
bordered, as it gradually rose through the rook formatiomsthat formed
the pieeitiresidal scbetrata of the bluffs, Several extensive and
curious salt-licks, nearly barren of vegelatiom, were passed, "The
surfsce of Lhese consisted of coarse samd and gravel, with here [and]
thers an insulsted mass of clay,highly impregnated with salt, and
gaawed and lieked into various singular shapes,sMhibiting the forms of
massive insulated columngds, huge buttresses, prominent angles and rro-
found exeavations, fortnitounly mingled, and which are now gradually
diminishing under the asctiom of the cause which produced them, The
present surface upon whioch they repoese,ssems Lo be & siratum of a dif-
ferent earth, which does mot afford the condiment s0 attractive to the
animals; the commequence is Lhat Lhe licking and chewing, prineipally
heretofore affecting the surfeace om which the angmal mtood, is mow d4di-
racted against Lhe upright podtioms of this singular grand exoavation
and most remarkable of all known salt lisks,

“ﬂm axteansive portions of the immediate bottom land slong the river,
ware white with an effloresced salt; bul this, being impurs and but im-
perfectly 2oluble, did mot appear %0 have been licked ¥

Two springs of c¢lear but impure and brackish water, passed on the
evening of the 27Lth, were the first the party had met with om ﬁngigf
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Platte, The white-stalked eveming primrose, @Enothera albicaulis,
a small whiteflowersd Talinum, and a number of other plants which Dr,
James supposed to be undescribed, were abrerved or collectad during
thi day.

e obssrved in ropeated inntances several individuals nf a ningular
genus of reptiles (Chirotes, Cuv,) which,in form, ressmble short
sarpants,but arsa more closely allied to the lizarda,by being Iurnlﬁhadt
with two faet, They were 20 active that it was not H{Lhnut mome

% E%:uﬁ%%ﬁz‘?dfﬂ aaau and thrnrﬁm!
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Tuag night we wers tg::[n l.l.l.mm:t by a distarbance among our horses,
f which we were mobL able to ascertain Lhe cause, Soma of the party

had,on the precseding day, reported that they had seen Indians at a dis- 3

tance, that Lhey were on Lhorse back,4c.; but of this there could be no
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other snimals, seen at a distance and perhaps distorted by the loomine L
of the prairie, an 00 many mounted Imdians, We had often found
ourselves more grossly abused by our eye-sight than in supposed inm ' ?I?
this instance, having mintaken turkeys for bisonm, wolves for horses, 5 ﬁ;-
Ih.

4o " FOREEENERIE RS0, SUVWLUL VR W O  ar——
wa—wme-wwdganole, in the mountaina, and the lower reaches of Fawnes

creek, he assumed that the latter,coming from the general direction of
the former,wans the continuation of it, Pad he known the true lower [ | ~3
50 lon .a stream as
scourne of 'the Lndguuulat the party hu was guiding wonld_ hardly have E*
n
panaed. ind on the l-iﬁil; of the 28t camped naar the mouths.of that
]
ntream without tiking nome notice o n! izh would appear iqﬂEﬁﬁ uxpﬂuij;n huﬁh

Happe narrative amgee o e [ i
0f the wild hnrus,‘w br,James wrote, "Their mtivit;é?i :;l

and fleetness surpassed what we had expested from this noble animal in(® ?
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hin Bavage state.,..ccveenss «.+ The country south of the Platte con.
tains, as we are informed, vant numbers of hornmes, They ars of the E'(
demesticated stock introduced by the Spaniards, but they moltiply ET
rapidly in their present stale of rezained freedom, and are spparontly B

_ wilder than any of the native occcupants of this uﬂunt-r:.r.“' Tha:l.r are |,
¥ 1 : )
caltadd TEN KO blstoriony fact et alvreuiRsi 7,

;rinn
become axtinoet, and thers were ne horses in the new wurld

of
ﬂ;ig ‘*“Eﬁ.’::iz 'H-lnu 5?% nnr Entil*t-ha :I.lntrter

of various puippie colours,and of all mizen, there being many calts,
and mome mules, among them, Their playfulners saemed to bLe exoited,
rather then their fears,by our sppesrance, and we often saw them more -
than a mile dintant, leaping and ocurvetting, involved i by & cloud of . N
dust,whioch they seemed to delight in radizing, ,Fmsfﬂlh
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On the sams day,Mr,.Feale killed a doe antelope, without leaving tha

party's line of travel, “The animal bad not been able to satisafy
its ouriosity, and mtood at a litile distance gazing at us,until it
was shot dewn."

It saems utrnngT that no mention i= & of the occurrence of the
common plains rnttmhm gl the Flatte; msnd ona is
tempted to surmiss that the ww spacien meen on this
river on this and previous days,n 1nnnd he following para-
graph as "miliary rattle snakea™ %, were cslled so

by some oversight and ware in fact flut the,ﬂ 20 tlgg__h;: “Ahuut some
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alnﬂr ridges which we pllllﬂ 1n thu middle of the day, several miliary
rattle anakes were secn, two of which were killed."

"In the afternoon hunters were sent forward, but 4t was not without
some difficulty that = single bison wes killed, these animals having
beocome much less freguent, "

To the narrative of the 28th,is appended a footnote by Say, which 4=
in part as follows:

"A small fox was killed, whioh spposrs t0 be the animal msntioned by
Lewis and Clark, in the account of their Ltravels,under the nams of the
borrowing fox (Vol.2, p,381), It is very muck Lo be regretted thst,
althougk two or three apecimens of it were killed by our party, whilst
we were within about two hundred miles of the Mountains, yet from the
dominion of peculiar circumstances,we wers unable to preservas a sinple
entire skin; and as the desoription of the animal taken on the spot
was lest, we shall endeavour to make the species known to naturaliste,
witk the aid omly of & head and a small portion of the neok of one in-
dividual, and = oraninm of another, whioch are now bafore us.

"In magpnitude the animal is hardly more than half the size of the
American red fox (Qanis Virginianus.of.recent suthors,) to whieh it
hnnihnnuidir-hli resemblance, But, tiat it is an adult,and not the
young of that speoies, Lhe presence of the large oarnivorous tooth and
the two posterior molar teeth of the lower jaw,on each side, mufficd.
ently attest; theses teeth,as well as all the otkers,being very much
worn down, prove that the milk teeth have been long sines shed, ¥

After o somewhat lemgthy technical descriptionm (whioh we here omit)
of the material in hand, on whioch he is to base & new species, he addaj

"The body is slender, and the tail rather long, eylindrieal, snd
bleck,

"It runs with extrsordinary awiftness, mo much so that,fwhen at full
speed, its course haa besn,by the hunters,compared to Lhe flight of =
bird skimming Lhe msurfeoce of thea aarth We hnd opportunitien of

,L_':',._" A @lt__
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seeing it run with the antelope, and appesrances sanctioned the balief
that in fleetnea=s it even sxcesded that extraordinsry snimal, famed
for 3K swiftness and for the mingularity of its hornm, Like the
corsac of Asias, it burrows in the earth, in & country totally desti-
tute of Lrees or buoskes, and is not known to dwell in forest dimtricta,

"If Buffon's figure of the corsao is %o be implicitly relied upon,
our burrowing fox must be considered as perfeotly diestinot,mnd
anonymenus; we would,therefore,propose for it Lhe name of ¥elox, ™

Say's Qanis velox (Vulpes velex,of later authors) is now generally
known as the Kit Fox, or sSwifti,

Returning to Dr.James' marrative of Lthe 28tk

"Our smal]l stock of bread was by Lhis time 30 nearly exhausted, that
it was thought prudent L0 ressrve the remainder as a last resort, in
oass of Lhe failure of & supply of game,or other accident, A guan-
tity of parched maise,equal to & ;jllih : day to eack man,was Jdy
daily distributed Lo each of the Lhraee memses into which the party waa
divided, This was thrown into the kettle where Lhe bison meat waa
boiled, and supplied the plase of barley in the msoup, always the first
and mont important dish, Whenever game was plenty, we had & variety
of excellent dishea, conaisting of the choice parts of the bison, Lhe
tongue, the hump ribm, the marrow bones, &c, dressed im different WAYN .
The pump ribs of the bisom, which many epicures prefer to any other
part of the animal, are the spinous processen of the back bone, and
are from eighteen to twenty-four imches in length. They are tanken
out with & small portion of the flesh adhering eanch nide, and
whether roasted, boiled or mtewed, are certainly very far superior to
any part of the fleah of the domestic ox,¥

On the 20th, after travelling a few miles from camp, Mr,S5ay found
his horse unable Lo keep up '1hhh hers; driving it before him, soon
proved toc laborious; and as several other horses were in danger of
giving out, "it was determined to halt, which we did at 10 o'olook, s
and remained in camp during the day,

"Iha country,for meveral miles to the west of Lhe range of hilis
mentioned above, is am uniformly plain as that on any part of the
Flatte, It differs from that further to Lhe east only im beaing of a
coarser sand, and in L) alup-nt of more unavaried sterility, The
oncius ferox reigns 4wk monarch and scle possessor of thounands of
acres of this dreary plain, It form® patches which neither & horns
nor &ny other animal will attempt to pass over, The rabbit's foot
plantation and a few brown and withered grasses are sparingly soatter-
ad over the intarvening ®opaces, In depressed and moist situations,
whers the =0il is not =o aq}iruly unprbduutiTu, the variegated mpurge

ii&xa“hl~£i;zu‘¢f;l e
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(Euphorbis I;:igsakfﬁ. with its painted involuorum ani parti-coloured

——  —lsaves, 1 & conspicuous and beautiful orpament,  The Lepidium

virginioum , distributed over uvu:y pi:t ¢f northern and eguinootial

Lnlrinn_ from Hudson's Bay to the summit of tha 5illa of Caraccas®

fﬁﬁiﬁfi *M3as Humb, F.ra. Har, Yol,3. PIE! 800, S
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i= hers of nunh diminutive Eill that we were induoced Lo search, though

we soupht 4n vain, for some sharaoter to distinguish it as a separate
apiuiln.

*The FippuE:u- observed hu:u by Dr.James, was probably s small ikl

form of L. intermedium.

distance from the sum at &h, 48m, was east 38° 18', Thers were &
faw broksn cumulo-stratose clowde from the southwesat; otharwise Lhe
sky was clear, and near the seniih,where the =tar was seen, Of & deep
and baantiful asurs. Our sotual salevation,at this time,must have
besn comniderabls, and might be supposed to effect in some degree the
transparency of our atmomphere,

"Saveral magpies were mecm about the izlands in the river, where
it i® probable they rear their young ¥

on the Zoth, the travellers, "at eight e'clock,wers cheered by &
diatant view of the Hooky Mountainn,® and of Lhase the ﬂuntuﬂ“ﬁéitiiﬁ
Wpor some time we were unable to decide whether whal we saw wors

we—saw—wewe mountains or banks of cumulous ¢louds skirting the hori-
son and glittering in the reflected rays of the sun, It was only by
watching the bright parts,and cbserving that their form and position
remained unaltered,that we were able to =atisfy ocurselves,they weras
indeed mountaine, They were visible from the lowest parts of the
plain,and their sumsits were,when first discovered,several degrees
abova ﬁnﬁ?hurinon. Thay bacams vinible by detaching themselves frm
the sky beyond,and not by emerging from beneath tha sensible horizon,
Our first views of the mountains were indistinot,on sccomnt of some
smokiness of the atmosphere, sl but from ocur encampment at noon we

'At three o'clock P.M, the planet Venus was distinctly visible, Iin

had & very dictinet and satisfactory prospect of them, A small part

only of the intervening plsin visibles, the convexity of the sur-
face intercepting the view from the basa of the mountains and that
portion of the plliDE ad jacent to it

I —————

. "sSpow could be uan on every part ni' t.hﬂn which was visiblﬂmw




