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LONG'S EXFEDITION TO TEE ROCKY MOUNTATHS.

Tha urnﬂlitinn led by MalJor Stephen Ha..rrimn.u L-:rng, from the Missounri
river tn ﬁn:h:,r Mountains of ST Gnluraﬂﬂl
northTeestern New Mexico, and thence eastward down the Canadian and
hrkansas rivers to Fort Smith,irkansas, -in 1820, woo, peieleiiplriatril
A0 to-apeak, 2 lateral ontgrowth of ,and an apologetis mubatitute for

* & far more pretentions enterprise undertaken by the United States

under Monroe's administration,and known as "the Yellowstone
Expedition ™

Long's Tsllowstone Expedition was sent forth in 1819, to build =
pont at the mouth of the Vellowstome river, to establish our national
influence and commerce, 24 oppésed to that of the British, among the
‘Igdian tribes of the Northweat, and to obtain detailed information
about that region, i .

Many hoped that it would result in carrying our commerce

r'il g ®W, ccount of an E:puditlnn frcm Pitt-ﬁhurgh to t.ha Huui::.r Hnuntainn,
,'par!urnud in the years 1819 snd '20, by order of The Hon,Jd, C,Cal onn,
‘Sec'y of War: under the command of Major Stephen H, Long, Froft“Botes
I'ﬂ' of Major Long, Mr, T. 8ay, nnd other rontleman of Lhe exploring 5“-“-1"-
* "% Heoompiled by Bdwin James, Hotanist and Jeoclogist for Lhe Expedition, In
! g ‘two volumes, —With an Jn.trll-!.. Fhiladelphias H,C,Carey and I,Lea,
Wy Chestnut S5t, 1823, (The Atles bears date of 1822.)
Y A ol hiut-n-ry of the organizeation,going.fOrth:, and feilure of the
\h‘:";lln#:l-?nu Etinﬂitinn is given, with a sketch of Lnngfu excursion to
-' e Pike's Peak regitn in Chittenden's jgmerican o o
" 3 PoPar West, Vol,IT; ghnpiafirr of Part III, FIE ELie et She

' An eajtion of Doctor James original Account as recently besn pub-
'wi‘hliahaﬂ in four volumes,by the Arthur E,Clar ﬁum;! Cleveland, Ohio.
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speedily t¢ the Pacifie and,in a large way,even to China, The

undertaking was popular from its inception, Congress appropri
liberally for its equipment, It was lauvded by the Prasident anit

ralded by the press,for the glorious things it promised for the
nation, Preparations were made for it on & grand and elaboratea -
scale, Pack-trains and kKeel-béats — which would have landed the :f
expacition I-t# :aﬂt t-i.l:ru within a few months after the time of |-:L;
starting — w ] u A fleet of six steamboats, that cos ~£
the gpovernment mnra than & qul.rt.-&r of a miliion dollars, was built g .
for the conveyance of troops and scientifiec staff, Hut the expe- '
dition never remched the Yellowstone, An advance = of }
troops was sent forward in the fall of 1B18, and I:lnt.aia:] at "r'up ;

n”#n following year the st axpedit nfriwant
forth, under the command of Major #esheallly Long, Tt :sun-:aﬂdﬂd in &
getting ons nf!ﬁgi steamboats and & cumberscme military escort up the -
Missouri to tha tuncil Hluffs* where, mear Manuel Lisa's trading ;p:gt,
"Camp MisscouriV {lht-a:r to become Port Atkinson and Fort Calhoun) for ASAGY
the troops, and “Engineer Cantonment® for the scientific staff, were
then established a&as wintar gquarters, A vpecial party had come '_=i
thither by the way of the Eansas Indian village-on HKansas river
east of the mouth of the Blue, By the spring of 1820, the ex-
pedition had already ocest, besides =& vast sum of money,~the livec nfl‘.
about & hundred men, whe died of sourvy at Camp sy Hiﬂﬂguf:r. —
Cengress and the pecple were disgusted; the original appropriations
proved insufficient, and Congress declined to vote new ones; the

N oo . :
‘w\éﬂ Tellowsztone EEH B was abandoned; end & smell overland expedition, _:':.'.
~ ¥o77 to what are now eastern Colorade and northesstern New Mexico,was "‘ﬂi
l]?}?ﬁ mearerly outfitted, in part hj’ the meambars themselves, and made as a .k'»._
_";wtrrt of Euhﬁ’t-:.t-ut-u. A this expedition was nl:l_t- honored by Con-
_._'.,; -:{:T Fress with prﬂ‘r{%inn for an official report, an “au:nunt#nf it wa-
- privately publishuaﬁundar the editorsiilp of Dr, Jamas,its botanist;
and through thie “ﬂﬁhﬂnﬁﬁ known s "Long's expedition to the Rooky
Mouyntains=", = Hat '.H shenld be underysteood as m reconnaissance =

1fternlly to , and not jinto, the Hooky Mountains; for expleration in
these was confined to the Front Range, and besides o, Pike's ~aak, —
whose sumnit was reached,for the first time so far as known,by Doctor
James and two Olhers,on the 14th of ;ﬂ}l'?lﬂzﬂ, and whose height abova
baae was measursad with approximate sccoracy by Lieutenant BwiftT—the
expedition teuched esven the Front Range at but thraes other points;
namaly, the lower cafion of the South Platte, tha vioinity of “almar
Lake, &and the Royal Gorge of the Arkansam, Its infurmttinnr.hou.t. Lha

mountain region beyond that range,wss mainly that had from Eijeiu and
Ledoux, who had traversed vortioms of it with tke trapping parties of
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Chouteau mnd De Mun, and from the writings of Lewis and Clark., Tt was,
indeed, largely an sexrpedition on and of the plains, to which, rathar

than to the mountains, the preponderance of ite zaluskie—sotipotdion—of
scientific and historical data relates; but even in this capacity, it
oommitted one cardinal error, inasmuch as it proclaimed the wastern
clains a barren waste,and furnished Deniel Webster with part of hias
material for the rhetorical figpure and fipment of "the -Great American
Dasert™, with which he branded them, retarding for a generation the de-
velopment of western Louimiana,and nearly losing Gregom to the unitgé'ﬁ
~ But it is with the western end of the expedition, its doimgs in and
near the froot of the Roocky Mountains, that we mhall Ocoupy Lhe pages
of two chapters in the study of it here presanted,

Long's sxpedition to the Rocky Mountains left Engineer Cantonment on
the Ath of June, 1820. Its personnel,at the start, was as follows:

Majbr Stephen Harriman Long, U,5.Topographieal Rngjnearﬂ, command -

ing the e}:'_nud:l.t.il:mg
Captain John R, Bell, appointed to act &s official jﬂurntlisy,

Jff;;nutanlut Willjam H, swift, Assistant Topographer,commanding guard,
Th

onas Say, Zoologist, ete,, mhhhhyﬁ
Dogtor Bdwin James, Betanist, Geclogist and 3 o T :
s s fae e 300 NP ¥
Titian RgFedle, Acsistant Naturalist, < o
Samuel Seymour, Landscape Painter, - o = ,,-r"

Stephen Julien, Interpreter,French and
H, Dougherty, Hunter,

0, Aadams, SpAnish interpreter, @' Vs R
Z, Wilscn, Baggapge Maszter, L ' ey U
Okkley and Duncan, lngng‘s, E' ﬁ};::ff:ﬁ A

Coerporal Parish,

ke, *wM W
&ni:ri ;{ 'r-he %{_/ JALTe DIvery Hi:luu and Ledoux,

twe Frenohmen roesident at the villlgns '_, ware . I.a&ad Lo
the party, Lhe former ac gutﬂn and intarp: T, &and thu 1lt a

7 M-}“‘ '%ﬂéw
géier o T he forks the Platte o

- 'E.]ih_lil'uﬂh IGYR;~0Y whooe hHe®d bASin, Worth 'Park, than
knﬂ-n to the trappers as "the Eull Pen", * Dr.Jamas gives & descriptien

{* *, momntain-men's slang trnnﬁlltiﬂn of its Indian name, Tha
5

accarding to & letter w m Fort Br ger, hugust EEnﬂ,lﬂiﬂ by
Indian agent John Wilseon, rivad at the fort }ha dey before, and who
obteined hies information ?Eu- "hajor Vasgues" VtEqun!} wheo had besn
in the Rocky Mountains quite &= long as hi= then absent’ partoer, Jim
Aridger, after whom the fort was named. Fremont, who AeWisued
passed Ehrough North Park in 1844,and mentioned it’under anciher of 7
its aﬁunngms "Haw Park'", wrote of it, "The Indian name for it signi.

fies "cow ha i 2 W ER RN,
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hoshonean name wWas “Dﬁ-c‘E l-u]ﬂ lﬁlﬂiniﬂ“ﬂufflﬂﬂ Hull -pan®,
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based uron obaervations made in or about 1814 by Bijeau, In the
Atlas accompanying Dr.damea' work, the Horth fork of the Platte is
represented as issuing from the Bull Pen easiward,directly out upon
the plains; and this error (possibly however due to to lack of apade
on the left-hand border of the map) is strangely coupled with that,in
the narrative,of supposing that the northerly flowing stream (Eagle
river) legended on Captain Pike's "Map of the Internmal Provinces of

New Spain" as Lthe Pledra Amarille,.”® or Yellowstona, was the North fork

T by a misprint, YRio de “iledro Amaretto del Missouri” on that
map .
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*In our chapter on Ilgﬂﬂg M, Pike in Colorado, it is shown that
Captanin Pike ascended t kansas from the vicinity of its small
tributary now called Trouf oresk, 10 a mountain between 20 and 25

miles above the present Lown © Vista, — hips to th
the mess mOrth of Pinme creer,s abbat 137000 feot alova
tion, — whence he nnn}d 9ok over, Lhrough & gap several hundred fest
ln'li (Tennemses pass), and catoh o glimpse of the Grand river
country. .

Crossing the South fork on the 23rd, they proceaded up the latier,
their journay from Lhis crossing,to the mouniains, being pursmued om thes
south or east side of the river,  In the South Platte valley, Lne
Mgl pinpinif® 23rd and 24th, the party passed through immense kerds of
buffalo, whioh,with more =zoclogical mccuracy than deference to popu-
lar usage, Dr,dJames and Mr, Say invariably e¢all bison,

Although, at Muepihig that time and for some years thereafter,a few
buffalo still remained easl of the Missouri, paf yet on the west mide
of thatpiriver, in the vicinity of Bngineer Cantonment, the "buffalo
wallows" — whioh in pplpidinappianepuinily sctualiy frequented range are
baains of dust, mud, or foul water, sccording to sesson or weather, —
were in 1819.'20 overgrown with grassj indicating that the buffale had,
several years sinoce,forsaken the latter locality for more wasterly pase
tures, probably owing to the prasence of white traders and hunters and
their sstablishments at Council Bluffs, Bellevue, eto, Within =ix
miles of the Pawnes Indian villages on Loup fork, s @ssealong's
party had seen A single bison; and about these vil 1'@“; it obmarved
numerous skulls of bison that had been killed from herds that had
ranged thers im the previous spring, in the courss of their northward
migration, Thenoe westward, the number of Lthanme tninnit:fhnrnlnad
to & maximum in the regiom near and sbove the forka of the Platte, Two
were kl?!tﬁflf'iqﬂlrhf the 24th, from the immense herds "blackening
the whole saorface ©f the country™ through which it was passimg, and
the chodce parta were packed Lo Lhe evening camp, "It appeared to
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us," says Dr,James, "that the flesh of the bison "is in no depres in-

ferior in delicacy and uwaatneua}u that of the common ox, ........It

was preferred by the party to the flesh of the elk or deer, which was

thrown away when it oould be substituted by the bison maat . To tha

fat of the bison,wes oconceded a decided superiority over that of the

common ox, as being ricker and sweeter in taste, "®

[ “Ma¥nddyon,c,Eldridgs, Uom't of Ind,Aiffairs for Texas, snd Hsmilton

PEEI: and Tg::itn:ra of the R E;%::ﬂﬁf Texas, durin tn;ir treaty-
m xpe on of 1
wild Er:hau in morthern Texas, ware Iﬂﬁsigﬁfug other provis :Es}gn&ha
Areduced "to an entire dependence om wild meat, which, howevar, was
abundent, and they soon found the tallow of the buffals, iﬁ“'nﬂukf
abundan
strings of cooked meat on their pack-mules, (Brown's Indian

Wars and Pioneers of Texas, p,.948,.).— F.W.0.

Ho mdvance was made on the 28th, which was Babbath, and devoted
ohiefly to rast, Some of the buffalec meat was dried or "jerked™,
and the magnetic variatiom for the' locality of their camp,was da-
termined and found to be 14° eaat, Obssrvations for longitude wars
made,but are not givenm in the tables of the Appendix, and if they were,
counld,as gaudl,probably not be elosely relied upon; attampt was made
to take the meridional altitude of Antares, for latitude, but was
begun too late,and failed,

July "28th",......."In the forencon we passed & range of bilis more
elevated than any we had seen west of tkhe Missouri, These hills
eross the Platte from morth to south, and though inconsiderable in
magnituda, thay can be distinguished extending several miles on emch
nide of the river, They consist primeipally of gravel, intermixed
with small water.worn fragments of granite and other primitive rocks,
but are based on & stratum of coarse friable sandstone,of & dark gray
e@lour, whioh has been uncoverdd and out through by Lthe bed of the
Platte.®

This r of bold bluffs, consisting of the Loup Fork and r:lntld
not b | fon T ns of rhz caros -tged horsse, eto
Te - T 1. DF,. James s sed, "may pebhaps”be a

sontinuation or spur from the blsck hills mentioned by Lewis and
Clark, as peiskdssdes containing the sonrces of the Shienne and othar
tribotaries of the Missouri, at no great distance to the north of the
plage where we now were W*

*The LI:‘:;: hili: ::ﬂ their comtinuation lﬂrlhllﬂt'l:d|ﬂﬁraﬁsz
man ara arwa 3 =
511{3{;11:- thone mow mﬂﬁﬁa‘ﬁ ﬁ!’!ﬂ'm ene mel

135068 gpylpeionl 12 belepien)oote Titothedf belng cavagad yith pine
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On the evening of the 26th, camp was made in & scatiering grove ng :
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woods, near an Indian fort, the latter being & eircular breastwozk,
sbout five feet high, uﬁétruutau of broken, half -decayed logs and
buffale skeletons, and having an cpening on the east side, Ne&¥ In
front of the fort entrance "was a semicircular row of sixteen bison
skalla, with their noses pointing down the river. Near the centre
of the circle which this row would describe,if continued,wa: another
skull marked with a number of red lines", This peirpsnada
device peairaeEodindraniiyd served,among the Indians, essentially the
same purpose as doss the bulletin-board in our cities today, namely,
that of temporarily gazetting the news for the benefit of ¥X passers-
by. It was"deeigned tc communioate the following information,
namely, that the camp had been ucocupied by & war party of the Skeerae
or Pawnee Loup Indians,who had lately come from an excursiocn against
the Cumancias, Iatans,or aome of the westeim tribes, The number of
red lines traced on the painted skull indicated the number of the par-
ty tt have been thirty-six; the position in which the skulls wers
placed, that they were on their return to their own couniry. Two
small rods stuek in the ground, with & few hairs Lied in Lwo parcels
to the end of esch, =ipgnified that four scalps had been taken",

W e dEN, LYY Welddd 1Y WATE MoYded Wedid Addd, dAd
This sboriginal Ybulletin" was "posted" at a locality that eould not

have been far from the mouth of Lodgepole creek, which, travelling on
the aouth side of the river, the party seems to have passed without
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