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tha Arkansae about four hundred miles, trapping for beaver the most of
tha way, I sould procead no furither beceuse cf Jow woter, About
the fizsl af June Elfj,ﬁitha water raised and I started down until tLhe
1ast (nearly) cf said manih, I wos taken by the Kansas; they soon
distributed my little properiy amcng Lhemselves and bound me fasi,
Luckily T kad tut 1ittle except Lhe ekins I had caught dessending the
Arkansaa, I bad hid o)l my fuors bofore thot I lJeft the Arrapahows,
and sxpastad Lo s2ee it again, The Kansat kept me with them, &
party of Lhe QOsages were in that country apd Leard the Kansas had a
whits man priscner, aud seni Messrs, Daniel Larisson and Joseph
Larives, with ten Osagss, to demand ws from the Kansas, They would
not give @e up to the OBages, but would keep we until they relurned to
their town and sand me home, AfLtor forty days wa sat off, T gave
my gun, eate,, to o mulstto man to bes my friend and speak for me, The

rnd‘%:ns raturnad me p!;"t& of my furé; Lhke balanos was @ince dasanded

ﬁglnd,

by . iy andsurre Four Fndians and the malatto
brought me in, On the first day of Septeuber E{H:ﬂ I arrived at

Boona Liak, T was shortly afterwards in 8t, Louis, whers I ssen _
Manual Lisa, whe told me mll the above difficuliies they had with tha
Tndians ak the post whera ha wasj Lhat my comrades had not got in,
bul ware sertainly killed if Lthey went that road of which thaey tnlh?ji
whan wa portad, In the montk of Moy following E,n,, of Lﬂ.u_.] T
atarted from Boons Lick to go and bring in my fuyr from the Arrapshows,
in enmpany with Morris May, BEraxton Uooper, and 18 Frenchmsn c¢called
Phillobers [Fhilibert?d] Company, When we acrived at the Arxapahows
T called a snunci] of the chisfs in the presance 0f all the aforesald
mem, two of whom, Turocher amd La France, sarved a8 interpretere, and
assked ‘whiat hos becoms of Champlain and Porteou whom I left im this
village Jlast vaar?’ The clhief snid Tthey had staysd with them thras
days afler my departurs, GLthen went up tke river hunting, saying Lhey
fntendad to wait to saoe if some whites man would coms thare; <+hat thay
cama baock again to the village afier being gone somes time and datar-
mined to wait mo longer, but ftried to go back to the fort on the
Wisaoari, That they bought two other hoxses, Joaded al) Lheir furs,
stc,, having them eloven horses, and started toward the lissouri; that
they waere Sgen on the road by twa parties nf thair nn.td.ﬁnj gnd Tthat -
the Opnw Tndians Ltald them Lhey Sssn twe white men dsad in their canp,
whieh they believad wara my companions, The Arapahows,in the same
gouneil, eonfessed that it was their nation thet killed our three men
in tha cove before we took protection among them, Thay alan Eold ae
Mrrat three e white msn had come from the south, wintered with them,
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and went back the same way with furs loaded on three mules and a Jack;
that they had lefl their Lraps, T insisted these wars my companians
Thay produced the traps, but they were not Lhe traps of our company,
T despaired now of ever f{inding them; hired Michas] La Clair, one of
Phillabarts compeny, and wilh my two companions, Cooper and May, c¢ol-
lsctad part of my fur and storited down Lhe Arkansas, Wa travelled
down it sbout five hundrad miles and could procesd no further on
acaount of low water, There we hid tha fur and came home nn font,
intending to return in tha spring following and get it, Boma tims
in tha winter t?f_lﬂli-iﬁ] I bad inforualion thot my man La Jlair had
told of my fur and Lhat o eompany were aboul to start Lo sltaal it, to
ba pilotad by said La Cladir, In oconssaguance of that information I
got two men to go witk mej; they were Jodeph anid William Coupar,

pushad wiih al]l fnrce and got tharae fizst, nﬁﬁ'iiittd the conming of
the plunderers; bui they 4id not appenr, When Lthe water raised im
tbe Spring, we set oilf,will my fur,down the Arkansas; and when T ar-
rivad at Lhe seltlement I met Messra, John and James Legonts, who Lold
ma they ware at the Chsniers whan ths party raturned whioh want ta
stsal the fur, and were told by said party tha!l they (said party)
wara iI@ingud by gertein wen in Sit, Douis, ln&i 8ir orders wars o
ki]] us j[ we gol there tirﬁt and toke the fur snd bring it in, That
they wera to Love a8 many Indians ta assist them na necaessary; tLhat
they bhad hirsed a large party, but had not tald them thes partisulars of
their business until thay kad got within a few miles of the fur, Phen
the Tndians ware informad nf it, they abruptly laft Lhem and went back
homa, Massra, Lemnonts asked Lhoe party ths reason why thay wars di
reasted Lo k111 us; they Lold them that the fur balnnged te a company
in St, Louisy that I had stole {t, and if they killed s they would
not be hurt for jt, The above i8 a true and suceinet statemeant of
facte the moat ioportant and material parts of whick T om Btil) abime

to provs by good men a8 any of our sountry, I rTefer my fallow citi.
zens to all msn of my scqueintence in Xentucky, wkare T wns raigad, fap
my character and ¢onduct from Lhe cradle until T cmme o this sountry,
T beg 1eave ta refer theam ta Wz, u,uﬁ-n Lewis, brother of the Jate fav-
ernor Jawis, and to Andrew Hency of the Wines, mnd to all others who
racollect the faots ralative Ln.thn :1rﬂqnn£innaﬂ of the company that
want with me towards the soulh from the fort on the Wissouri, T rafer
them to Lhe depaositions of Braxton Uooper and to Morris May and Phille-
bartfs company relalive Lo the facts stuled in couneil by the Jrrapohow
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chief raspscting Champlain and Portesu, and the other Lhres msn whish
woare Killed, T refer them Lo Mr, John and Jomes Lemon’s respecting
the facts stated, in which their names are mentioned; and finally I
refar it to the impartial, unbiassed opinion of all good man if T was
the marderer of my bosom frienmd Champiaint
"T profsss mysaif an honest man and good citizen, and T balieve
have besan 8o reputed and takenm, unlil tke aforesasid libellous and
malisious chargas hare besn propagated againal me, T damand jusiice
of my eounnirymen, I eall upon Lhe tass jig;_lhu published Lhe
aforasaid Y FTdn et fvidudfaiuled slander, Lo pul £is name oub
publiely. Lot him mo Jonger &tab ma from bebind the scene,
MEzakial Willioms,
"HBoonelick, Tth Aupust, 1816.
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bsen uncoverad by Lhe H;#unuri Historioal Euuist g Volume TV of
whose "Collections," s ths following: Bt

"Mr. George ¢, Sibley, & trustworihy geantleman ond United sStates
Tndian Afedtiev...in‘charge of Forl Osage pn the Missouri, in whal is
now Jagkdon County, appends to his repart o Govermor Ciark upon the
numbers and gondition of the Indisn tribes, & nots which 15 ma fol)lawa;

ttpzakisl Williams, hunter of the I.Enﬁuu:';l Par Company, was on his
way frow the Rogky Pountains witkh a considarable guantity of fIne fur,

Mee strnck Lhe Arkanaas Rivar balew the mountsins snidl descendsd that
tiver within about 150 miles of the Vardigrise wken a band of the
Kansas found him on tke 23d of June last, who robbed him of all he
had with him, and very much sbused hiw, as he aays, and kept him
prisoner to about the 15 Auglt,, when they relessed him and restored
the erester part of hio property, The bulance (exeepl o few articles
they deny haviog takemn) I have this day caused the Kensss to refund
and pay fox - - & & & ™ - = & - - - - -

"“A:ﬂw Boek en the Missouwri, HNovember 30th, 1813.2%
E’ "Oaynar says that Mr, Sibley came up the Misscuri from St, Louis as
far a8 Cooperfs Fort, but was not able to get te Fari OBage on account
of the foe and the severity of Lhe wintsr, Tha Todians® warea therefors
gompalled to coma down the river far Lhesir snpuities to o pince callad
ATTow Rock, and Lhat Caeplain Williams was Lhare Lo meet Lhonm,

"It may be taken os satiled, thaerafore, that the date of Williams’
ratayn From his wnat sdvanturous journay was in the fall of 15131

This date of his rstura, taken in conneotion with his fully asccountad
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two years' adventure in Colorado and eastward, and with the two wyears

which ke says he spent in hunting upon the upper Wissouri bsfore going
south to the Platite ond Arkansas rivers, Gtakes Lhe Lims of his coming

to Eu]n:ndn,ﬁﬁ;&i to 1511, and that of his aecending the Missouri
Lhe
»

Rivar.with Bsouri Fur Company, back to 1809; and it shows that

in writing out his story, his uﬁnr-_r 8lipped a gcog when he wrote
Y1812 and V1510."

C Bince so 1ittle dependance can be pleced In "The Loat Trapp&ra“
by David,Coyner 1 shall append it to thls account for coumparison with
Willlems own letter,.

1t 1g known thet Coyeer staid some time in the Boone's
Lick nelshbornood and had doubtless interviewsd personsa morse or lessa.
conversant with Willlams Adventures.lt even secma probable that he
found teewe 2 portlon left ifhere by Willlams himself und obtalned from
it his story of the IBIZX descent of the Arkansas. In assembling the
dedalls of Willlans ad¥§ggawau-ﬂu er puts in some rrue,half true and
pthers’éntliraly flctitlols.He bullds his tale from what he had heard
and still mors from what he imagined must have been the exprlences
of the "leat trappers".le works the greatest confusicn with dates
and the_order and relation of events.Socme paerts of hla story acem
to be made put of the whole elpth or borrowed froz irrelevant avents.
Williams was & prisoner amoung the Kansas from about the 23rd of June
to the ISth of August-i.e. seven or eight weeks. He reached Ft. Cempe
Cooper on the lIst of September= not as Coyner says,"at the beginning
of winter", although the later time(November 30) was that of the
{ reatoration of his furs at Arrow Rock.
1t 1a 8 curlous fact that Coyner glves no account,
whatever of the return of Captain Willlsms to the Rogky Mountains,
in I8I4 with his two engages,iorrls lay and Braxton Gﬂﬂﬁ:ﬂr,aﬂcmpaﬂy-
ing Fhilibert's eighteen trappers, to ralse his “"eaches" on Fountain
Creek and briag down the furs left there in IM};'E%‘IL ig & fact
well nlgh lncredible tnat he glves what purports to be and whatl he
evldently concelved to be= an account of auch return-Sat whlch ia
really a narrative of & journey of 1815 made by Captaln Willlazs
and Willlam sahd Joseph Cooper to cerialn other caches located on the
Arkansas Fiver several hundred miles below the mountains and thence
down that river to the white settlements of the Arkansad.Those other
%ﬁgﬂga ware where the sald furs had been burled the second tlme, when,
n bringing them down from the caches at the mountains in IBI4, progress
wag halted somewhere near the Eansas=0klRhoms line, by a season of
water too low for ¢ance navigatlion od that pert of the Arkansas.
"putllatedindeed must have been the"old musty,mutilitated journal®
of Capt. Williams,which Coyner says.hs consulted: Fortunately Captaln
Willlsms has given ua, in nls lettsr to the Mlssourl Gazeite an
authentic account of his I5814 journey with May,Braxton’ Ccoper and Lhe
Philibert Company, to bring in his furs froz Lla cachea in the
Arapahoe country on Fountain Creek( which Coyner with characteristic
inacoyracy calls" an upper tributary of thk Great Arkansas and refera
to it in another.instance;as interlocking with the Platte).As we bave Be
geen Williame letter contalns a descripblon of his interview wlth
the Arapahos chief concerning the fate of Champlsin and Forteau; and
of hig descent of the Arkansas with May Oooper end one Michel la .
Clair of Prllsbert's company; and finally to event which led to hle
murried trip of I8I5 wikh the two Cooper boys to hls lower Cachea on
the Arkensas and voysge thence down that river to the white aettlemonts

in the pressnt Fulaskl County Arkansaas,
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The subjolned notice of an"Barly:-Suit" is frem the
Hatlonal Historical Co.'s "History of Howard and Cooper Countlies
Migsourl®™: .t B
Iﬁt.!.mnung the early sults we find the following, which we copy
cagause of the pecullar and anclent contract upon which ths suit
thea sult was lnstituted: -

"Wesley G. Martin

A va In debt.
"Ereklel Willlams,Braxton Cooper and Morris May

" The defendant,by M.Mo3irk, their attorney, comes lnto court and
defends the wrong and lnjury,and oraves oyer of the said writing
obligatory mentlcned in the sled plaintiff's declaration, whlch was
read to them 1n the followilng words.to wit:

July 24th ,1814,
"On our arrival at the poat: of theiArkansas,we,or either of us,
promise to pay or cause to be pald unto Fraceway Lickller or his
asslgnes, the Just and full sum of three hundred dollars, it
belng for hle asrvice to the ebove place, as witness our hands and

Beals.
Ezeklel Williame{seal
Sraxton Cooper agal
Morrie Hay saal

From this 1t would seem that Williams and party had intended
in I8I4 to descend the Arkansas to its mouth taking with them the
Rocky Mountaln Fura, to sell there or te ship to Hew Orleans:but that
after shallow water had halted them in their voyage,Williams,Cooper
and May canme across Licklier,:and made wlth him a contract for
conveyance to Pest of the Arkansas.®ut lt appears that this trann-
portatlon was not rendered, or at least completed in IBI4; for in
his letter of August T,I1818, to the Missourl Gazetie , Williama
affirms,"There we hid the fur and came home on foob;"necessltating a
naw expeditlion In IBIS to get the fur to ita destination,

Vide;Ezeklel Willians “etter.Page IO,
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The "good farm "on which 1s stated by the Renlock letter
guoted nerein,Captelin Willlams waa living very coafortably in IBI9
or 1820, when hse entertsined ¥r. Henick, wa&a on the left bank of tha
Missoubdl in the old Boone's Lick garter of the present Howard Coa,
Mo. &nd nsar old Fort Coopers It was on the Boone's Lick =Arrow
Rock rosd and like that fort nearly opposite Arrow-Rock itgelf,
Later Willlams removed to La KEline Townahip,Cooper Co. Ho. and still
later to Texas. Texas wae the state in which he was heard of ss still

living in IB43.He was certalnly living there at Gonzales in the
apring of I835 aa we learn from the glimpse we get of him in the
following story from Brown's "Indian Wars and Ploneers of Texsa™; 1

"In “he subumn of 1533, John CastleBan, & beld and sagacious back.
woodaman from Lhs bordars of Misacuri, with his wifs and four children
and his wifals wolhar, settled fifteen miles weast of Gensales, on Lhg
San Antonio road and on Sendy WFask, He wes n bold buntsar, mich {in
Lhs forest, and,........wne aver watchful fer indienticns of Indians
and thus sorved as & vidable to tha Pecple ©f Uonzales and parsons -
traveling on that expeasd read, linny ware the PaArstne who slumharad
undsr hia resf rabher $hon cawsp cut ol that ne 2 wakaring place,

"In the spring ©f 1835, a parly 6f $hirtesn Fremch snd Maxican Todis
ars, wilh pack imlse and dry goods frem Natohiboches, Leuisians,
reubs Lo Mexico, stopped under some tress a hundred yards in front of
the cabin, It was in Lhe forenton, and beforg ey hod unpacked
Castlsman advased them thal ba had Lhad acrning discoversd trpdi n;
signe® near by and urged them Lo eamp in his yard and use his house as
o fortk if necessary, They loughed ab him, Hp shrugged his shouldars
and mssursd Lhem Lhey wers inm danger, bub they sbiii laughed, Hae
‘walkad back Lo his cabin, but befors ke enbared, about n hundrad meupt.
el savagee doshed ancng Lthenm, Yelling ond eutting aul avary anima) ef
Bhe parby. These were gusrded by o faw in full view of the caamp,
while Fhe @ain body con¥inued “he fight., The traders imprevised
braastworks cf their saddles, packs and bales of gtods and foupht wilh
desperabion, The enpgagemant lasted four hours, Lhe Indiane charging
in n cirels, firing and fl-lli:nn; baok, Finolly, a8 nong of Lhe nucher
fell, the besiasged being armed only wilh Mexican asoopatas (smoatly .pored
eavalry guns) bhey Daneuvsrsd 4411 all the braders firsd at ths pawe
Lims; then rushed upen and killsd o1l whe had not praviously fallsn,
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Castleman conjld, many times, have killed an Indian with his trusly
rifls frem his cabin window, bub was realrained by his wifs, who re-
garded bYhe destrucliom cf the stranpgers as certoin and conlended ‘hatf
if her husband leck parb, vengesance weuld be wroaked upcn the fomily—
¢ hundrad savages againsl Cna Ban, Ha desistled, bal, as his wifs Il-lli,
"Wrobhad al Lthe meulh™ Lo be Lhus combpalled Lo mon.action on sueh an ¢a-
oasicn, Had he possessed a modern Winchesbar, he could hHave rapaljad
the whole srray, saving bolh the lraders mnd ‘heir goods,

“The sxulbanl barbarians, afler scalping lheir vielime, packed nli
their booly on bhe coplured Bules and MOved ¢ff up Lhe country., When
nigh' cams, Cnslledman hastensd %o Gonzales wilk the Lidings, and was
homg again before dawn,

"In a few h@urs & band ¢f volunbsers, under Dr, Jamlss H, C, M1ller,
wara on the Y“rail and folleowad il across bhe GQuedalupe and up Lhe Zan
Marocs, and finnlly indo a cedar braks in & valley surrctundsd by high
kills, prssumably om the Rio Slanco, This wos on bhe seccnd or thipd
day after the massacra, Finding ‘hey wers very near ‘he enemy, Milley
halbad, plecing kis wen in ambusk cn the odge ©f & BmEal]l ©pening or
glade, He sent forward Walthew Caldwall, Daniel MoCoy and Esekisl
Willisws Lo recennoitre, PoOllowing the newly =ade pabh of Lhe Tmii.
mns thrcugk Lhe braks, in about bhrse hundred yarids, they suddanly
eafis uptn thel diamcunbed snd ealing, They sppadily rebired, bul were
diseoversd and, being only ‘hres im nulber, “hes whols crowd of Tndians
furitualy pursued “hem wilh such yalls a8, resounding from bluff to
bluff, catused sc@a ¢f the man in sabush Lo néu from the spparent wralh
o comaj bub of the whole number of wenty.nine or bhirly, sixtesn
Zainbainsed their posilion and Lheir senses, Daniel Moloy, dthe hind-
mogst ¢f Lhe Lhres scfubls in single file, wore o long bail coab, This
was saizad and Bighliy held by on Indian, bul®ild Dan,® as he was called)
“hraw his srms backward snd slipped froam Bhs gorsent witheul slopping,
exclai®ing, RTake it, d—n youl®? Celdwell sprang firsl into ths glade,
wheslad, firad m.tﬂlnd]{th- firat Indian %o gnbar, Others, unabls
%9 zae lhrough he brusk *11) expreed %o view, rushed inbo ‘he brap
$111 nine warriors 1ay in & heap, Realising “his fack, ofler such
unaxpacted falolily, “he pursiers roised Yhet dismal howl which usans
denth and defeal, and fell back %0 heir cosp, Ths panic anong soms
of our man pravended pursui%, I% is o fool Lhal assnpg Lhoss Lhus safx-
ad wilh Lhe ‘buck ague,’ wers mem Yhen wholly inexperisnced, whe subsa-
quantly bacams dislinguished for ecolness and gallantry,

The selection of Caldwall, Wedoy ond Willisms ns ssoubs, sfueieifeve’
was of ogourss owing fo Llhair sxparisncs and coursge ss fronbiersien



