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=i23 Then the polea and the sur.
rounding walls ware covered with sod Lwo or three feot deep, cut from

the preirie near by, thus excluding emtirely ths rain and the air,

¥oen they left the place, William #oss, besing the cldest man of Lhe

party, took the cone a6 & memento, bui nothing else was Louched,
UWho this officer wes, from whence he cams, what ha was doing in

this part of Lhe country, #what wos the cause of his death, and whan
and by whom he was thus singulerly entombed,  has not, wnd perhaps

never will be known, Eul he was supposed by many to Lave bLeen a
Eritish officer, who, du}iﬁh the war of 1812, passad around by way of
Canada ints tre Tndien eountry, to incite the Indians mgsinst the
whitas: yebt this is only comjescturs, though those who discovered his
body sccount for bkim in that. way,

Soon after thise,.Joseph Stephans, Jy,, now Ji#_in_a:-né:.r Pnt.-rni:urg,

jon the O,V & 5,K, railroad, in company with James D, Campbell, wantk

inta that part of the country bee huniing, and visited the burial
place of thin officer, Theay found thalt part of Lthe Toof had fallen
in and that the wolves had esten all of the flesh off Lhe body, 5o
that nothing but the skelelon and clothes remained, Joseph Stephens
took the epsuleties as o memento, but nothing else was disturbed, A8
his mother objected to his keeping the epaujetles, he mdlted them ints
a loargs ball, which was worth fiftesm or twenty dollars, ns it was
anlid pgold, This deBoription of the burial ploce ond Lhe myslerious,
enlitary inmate, was obtained from the Inst mentionsd Joseph Stephens,
and is nuriﬁgt and reliable, although Several other and different ac.
geounte bave been published,® Iifiiii

One of thess other accounts is Lhe following, which appeared in Tha
Mestevn Inte]ligencer of July 9, 1816; published at Kaskaskia, in
Illinois Territory:

' HSINGULAR DISCOVERY

"Wa have besn informad Ly o gentlaman of respesctability, that some
two or three months sinca, Several menm started from the neipghborhood
of !nnﬂh Lick Sdttlement on o Buffale huni, asnd returning, about 285 or
3 miles from the setilement, thay discovered m grave which they suppos-
sd contained the remsinE of Bome white man, a8 there was more painms
taken with iL than there ia common to Bee witk Indian graves, and de-
terminad to ulhilﬁf their curicsiiy by cpening it and seeing what it
contained; and to their astonishment apd surprise, Lhay saw the skale-
ton of o man dressdd in uniform; ke was buried 8 g up with his
eword oans batween his Jege whichk bhod as fis ﬂuppn!::t:nu initinls of
hisa nama on it, gur informant is not cértain whether it woas J, W, 0,
or 4, 8, C,, bul tkinks it was one or Lhe octher,
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PAbout 2 years aé&fﬂ goupls of men started frem St, Lounis in Lthat
direction for proouring fur, by the namesa of J, 6K M, Champlain and
~—————— ®illiams, Lhe formar of which never returmed, A1] the
tnfornatifhiis friends could get of him was from Willisms, wko said
that they had Geparsted some distoancs back, and had made an agreement
that T eitber of them should fail in getling in, the other wns to hape
the fur, which was worlh near &WeW 4000 dollars, Wow from this oircum-
setance the moet reassnable oconjacturs which can be formed of whkom this
parson is thal has besn found {8, Lhabt iL is the same person that ac-
companisd Williams on the fur expedition, And that after they had
procurad theair load of furs and was on the return, be,. Williams, whn
worshipped Mammon mora than God, thought Lie opporlunity very suspicious
for speculation, and after they hkad progressal as far homewards ag ha
thought it polilic %o do, putiing a8 il Seemd Lhe evil Lour off as Jlopg
as poasible, 4in 25 or 30 miles from Ecoms Lick Settlemant, he conlny
and premeditateddy commitied one of Lke mosit inhuman and nubragecus
actd of oruelty thal Lhe annals of history oon produce, by putling to
death the friend of his bosom for Lhe sake of Juora] It i8 suppnsed
that he aither commitLed the REFwIFEWRFEWE employed the Tndinns in
that gquartar to do it for kim, If it should bs"Ltks 1atbar, it is
Jikaly that the Indians who committed Lhe stroelcous aot of eruelty
would Lell al) about it, iT an inguiry-was to be moade, Y

Tn Lhe reprint of thies siory in Missouri Historica] Undlsotions, Lhe
aditor theresof appends the twy following footnotas:

Mope story of Lthe openimg of Lhe grave and finding of tlha body of a
white man is told in 1 Long's Expedition Lo ik Eﬂlﬂuuntnggu
{Thwaites’ Ed, ] 161, with Wore delail Lhan rete &nd aowmewhat dif-
fﬁrlntlgﬁ TE fhgzu staled positively that the Initials on the cane
ware J

Zng. Bta f'hm:plnin fils Wil |fac simila of aulopgzeph] was in 3¢,
Youis ne early as 1800, He owned land in northeastern Miascuri, He
was & man of education, prohably a Eurnpnnn Fronchmoan, Ha wanl up the
rivar with Tisa in i#ﬁ& and po mention has baan found of his retarn,?

In gonBsguence of this perfidious and l&liczﬂnu attempt to make
Captain Williame appesr guilly of eon strocious murder, he published in
% %he MM of Baptember 14, 1E18, the following letter—
dated "Boonslick, 7th August, 1816%-28 o dafence of his innocence and
integrity, thus W¥dddsdtn vindicating himself and preserving Lo us an
account of kis Rocky Mountain adventures, written by bis own hand:

* Reprinted,Missourld Historical Soc. Collectiona;VOL.IV,p.252
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MOOMMUNTICATION,
"Wr, Charless:

"T ber leave bLhrough the madium of your Gasgtte, Lo answer the
sunorlous charges alleged hﬂin!t:'ﬂn.'hj' some unknown esalumniator, publish
ed in the Westarn Tntelligasncar,? I am positively charged with tha
mirder of Champlain, of which,together with evary other fact nllepged
relative to the affair, T trust I shall be able to disprove to the sat.
iafaoction of =& just peopls,

"In 1810 EI.ED.H] T wenl with the Pur Company up the ldissouri, nsar
the hend of tke river, where I hunted Lwo yoars; Lhere I firat becams
acquainted with Chemplain, In August, 16812 [_IE.'I.:I], & party startad to
po towards the south to hunt; there were in all near twenty man, sach
man on his own footing u:unpt two who were in Champlain’s employ:
myself and Champlain :Eﬁ‘l‘tf the WY gompany, / Manuel Lisa,who wes an
apent of the Fur Comp A ommandad a fort on the Missouri, from whanoe
wa Ht-trt-id, promisad to keap up the fort and a good understanding

with the Indisns, so that our return should not be sut off * Ve
convsirduedign FB.
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The trading Post from Which the Williams=Champlalin party
started on ites adventures in August IBII wes Manuel's or Lisa's Fort
& poat of the Missourl Fur Co. o few miles above the Mimnetarees of
the Enife River on the upper Missouri. Chittenden,The American Fur
Trade,II9 "The post naw since been vartoudly known as Ft. “igs,Ft.
Manuel and.lisa's FPort.lo relle of 1t has survived and the-precise
apot where i1t stood 13 unknown but to it belonges the henor of belng
the first American trading post on the upper rivers and the firat p
bullding erected within the linits of the present atate of Montsana.
Chittenden,931,%It was aiturted on the right or scuth bank of the river
some ten or twelve mlles above the mouth of the Enife HRlver near
where the name Emanmel Rock and Emanuel Creek now are. The poat was
sbandoned upoh théibreaking dut of the Wari of-IB8I2, but wes occupled
by Pllcher in I822 or 1823 under the name of Fort Venderburgh®., .

Wlssourl Elstoricsl Soélety ' Collections Vol IV, -
citee the Tollowing entry in Lhe handwriting of wanusl Lisa, in an
— 0old bock kept by bim at that fortj
" 1812,Tbre 7. Four serche les Chasseurs gul etet sur la Rre.
des Esparngls et Arapaocss
-hrﬂ u' &I].Euinatlll-lllllIill-I--I-I-IIIH-II 35ﬂ
- ﬂh-mtnur‘-illlllll-lll-l--l-l-'-ll-l-lll! m
cmat chwaliﬂrlil-'ll‘il-"iilI--I-I jm
Tﬂtal dﬂmuﬂllllllrlllllllI#Iﬁﬁ
This entry shows that prior to September IBI2 Manuel Lisa
oad sent out the three men named, to search for a party of beaver
bunters that had gone to the “River of the Speniarda and Araparnog"=
led@et, the Rlver Arkenszs and. that can hardly have been cther than
the I8I1 party of Willlams and Champlain;about whose return Lisa
had about that time bDeccome sertously anxious.Whether the Sanguinet
party penetrated as far south as the Arkenssa Valley (Plke's Peak
Reglon) ls ungnown. -..,“\
In"Luttig's;Journal of a Fur Treding Expedition,I812-I8I3" %
pP«TOsThere is an entry of Friday,Ilth September,lBI2."fridsy the - |
Ilth early rise, the partles prepared to start.Mr.Sanguinette and
2 gen with 5 horses for the spanish waters. This ig an acocount of &
fur trader's expediilon up the Missourl and the dally events at
Fort danuel, kept by John C.Luttlg in the employ of ‘Manuel Lisa, —
TR2here 15 no doubt that “isa wlshed to trade with the
Spanlsh settlements of Mew Mexlcos Hence Luttlg makes a apsclal
note in bis journol,p. 35, antry for June 4th I8I2 tells of the
prassnic at P, Osage of a party bound for Santa Fe, Miss Drumm
ldentifies them wilth the Balird ,MoEnight Chambers party. Ft.
Opage was sltuated on & bluff on the south slde of the Hlasourl
river a aliort distance from whers tha town of 31bly now stands
in Jackson Co.Mos. Thle inforsmatlion led to the sending of the above
pargy to the "apaniah waters" snd also the following letter which
is printed in.full in Yiss Lrumms editlion of Luttlg's Journal. p.l42
{the original of thls letter is in the Archives of Chihuahua and
published for the first time by Herbert Bolton in the Southwestern

Higtorical Quarterly,Vol.XVII.P.51.)
\ Fort Manuel Septe8,1812 /

To Lhe Spalnards of Yew =axlco;

dy dear Siras: Ever since my first Journey azmojng the forks of the
Mlssouri,nine hundred leagues fpoz my domiells, have desired to
find an opportunity to communicate with oy (com) patrlota, the Spaniarda.
I have hunters to the number of twenty-three wio have gone to the
Arapaho§ natlon.Last year they case o my pert iandanne swhere I eguipped
them anew to return to the place whence they had cone,They are the ones
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who informed me that the Spanlards of dexlco were comlng ev, b
Lo tr with the Arapabos. Therefore 4 gave to & r:artnin Jg‘% Eguﬁﬁ&
Champ , an honorable young man, and Juan Baptlsta Lafargue sone
gooda for the purpose of trading with you, admonishlng them that it must
not be to the prejudice of the Govermment,nor contrary to ita lawa.
Since some of my humters have come thles year to meet me at thls
satablishment on the Mlssouri, and singc up to ths pressnt I have not
pad any news[of thempLl have declided to send cne of my trusted Harr.rnnt.u}
Den Carlpa Sanguinet, with two engagfs, to let them know where they
should come out with thelr peliry; and fer.the same purposeswith the
same 3Sangulnet, 1 sent ten men to the Petlte Corneswhlck emptlea into
the Rlo Amarillo,and this into toe Miseourl, the entry of the Fetite
Corne balng hinnimnﬂrﬁd gnd twentv-flyve leagues from thls establlshmant.
with orders to eatablish{a postlat)that place,as nearer for my hunters.
I have eapecially instructed Don Carlos s;.nguinat- to arrange that
tiidia letter of mine should fall lnto the hands of scme Spanlard who
mey ba worthy to communieste wlth me on i e honorable prinsiples,and
in no other manner, my deaire beling to engage ln business and opan up
a new cpamarce, wnich might ezally be done.With this in viewsand as a
director of the Misaouri Fur Company, I propose to you gentlempn that
if you wish to trade and deal with me , for whatever quantity of godds
it may ba, I will obligate ayself to flll ssch year any bill of goods
which shall be given me, and all shall be delivered{as stipulated)
botih a5 to quality and aa to quantity, at the Pplace nearest and moat
convenlent for beth partles, to your satlafactlon, after we shall
bave agresd on the cheaen place.
In case any of you ahould wiah to comé with Don Carles Sangulnet
to this my establiahment to comiunicate and trade with me, you wlll be &%
recsived and treated with great pleasure and satlafactlon, and assured
of a sufficlent eacort , Egmﬂa‘:%ﬂ Lo yousup to ths tlme you return to
your eountry. 1 command Don Carl@site you as a trustworthy and honorable
wan , andslf you are agresd, you =&y c¢onflde in him without any fear
whatever;and in ease you do not ¢come in person, 1 ahall be opbllged to
you if you will write to mﬂ.HﬁﬁmhilﬂJaﬂnlt.lns you, 1 beg God to apare
¥ypu EANY YEARTS. .
Your moat attentlve and falthful servant,
Manusl Llﬂalﬁuhriu:l

.
Feapl real~
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e, 'i.i.jlféin_ﬁ%dwruuu%,&mm,;ﬁgmj
journeved south forty or fifty ﬂnyslﬁytrnﬁi rivar I 8ince found to be
the Arkansas, whare we hunited the first fall unmolested, The next
spring the Tndians commanced rothing and harrassing our company in
aveIy quarter, Soms bime in Ju iﬁd nll assamblad on the head of a
river 8inca known Lo be the Platts, where we Lald n council and agreed

. Lo part, Bizht or ten cressed the Roocky Wountains; about o many
'startsd southward along the mountains, Champlein and myvelf were with
the Iatter parlty, We proceeded until we crosaed Lhe Arkansas, where

we were informed by Indiass tkat the Tort on Lhe Missouri was broke up;
that Manuel Lisa bhoad fell out wila the triteZ® nesar there ana Lthal they
ware killing anch ather as Lhey could find them, We now thought it
impossiblie Lo return Lo the Missourijy Wwe sonaluded 40 part again,
Pour of our company determined to find Lke Spanish settlement; six re-
mainsd: Chazplain, kis Lwe M“iz ?zn;] two other r&mﬂ%& ﬂ%ﬂ&h 5
¥a then set out to hunl in Oslo 2 0 B coOve in tRe mountain, ing
gare n to go mora then o few milea apart, Aboul the Tirst of
anamhﬁﬂ%] found three of our men killed; Lthers now remained
Champinin, ons Porteau, and myselfl, We tkhen i¢ok protection amongat
LLe ;fnpahn- nation of Indians; there we found Lhe korses and equip-
ment of onr three mean just killed, The hand ehief advisad ue me Lhas
only mesns Lo save Erﬂg.& wad to Etl-?" with him, whick ws did, and
passed o wretched w 8%y lled with despair of sver haing sbla to
return home, The Indians told us that said Menuells fort was broke
up, and that if we attempted Lo go back thal way we would ceritainly be
kiiled, Champlain nnd Porteau insisted that we should stey with the
Tndians until Bome white person came Lthere who would be able to give
tke necessary informalion respecting the Fur Company, or Lhe place
wkere wo wera and of the msans of sscaping from Lhence, T decided
to find uhite people or soms place of Bafely or to lose my Jlife in Lhe
attempt, From the best information the Arrapabows could give me,
tke Tiver that we were on leed into the country of a nation whiek from
th® description I thought to be the Osage, and [I] taerefore dster-
mined to doscend that river; Sy comrades assisted me to make a canoe,
and on the first day of Marel [1‘-13]. ascoording to our reckoning, I was
accompanied by my Lwo companions and & numarcus band of Indians to the
water side, where I took a final farewell of ihem, Champladin shook
my hand and eapid farewell, +the oLther turned his beck and wept, A
faw minutes before we parted they told msa they would start about thres
days afterwards, T have naver sScen them since, I promised them
to inform the people ot 8t, Louis of their situstion if T should reach
thers befare Lhem; Lhay ﬂlﬂg:l simi Jar promise, I travellsd down



