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A numbar aof sxpaditions —mostly F:muh-—-{!‘rﬂn the Missiseippi Vallay
and tha Cenodiosn Jankad rapion, crossad tha Plains in ths aiphtsanth
cantury, and Scms of thesa mny hove huntad bsavar incidantally;
but thara is 1itt1s or no racend of such ocirocumstancs. Ganarally
apeaking, tha far-want travellers of Lthat cantury wara tradars, whe
obtained furs—and semetimes Indian alaves—by bertesrsing with thas
Indians; er, in Lthe Jatar dstadaes and Jeds Ccommonly, traded for
si{lvar with the Hpaniarde, Ard the faw whe may then have wandscsd
far wasl in hunting amd Lrzapping, were not of 8 class likely to Jsave
us racozds of tkeir axperifances and obssrvations,

In tha ninstesnth cantury the ocnea wus diffarant, Companias wars
Termed to obtoin for--sgpscislly banvere= mot only through ihs Tndian
trade but niso, and oftan chiefly, throughi the orgonized activitias
of whita trappers, both hirsd and [rae,

Baaver Ware Lrappad 'nyltgmum]:y by vhits man on ths Yallowetona
and Bighern rivers im 1507, and in tke Thiree Forks country of tha
uppar Misseuri mmd nsear Lthe Scurcs of Henry’s Fork of Snaks Rivar
in 19403 but in ths Fikels Penak regicn, beavar Lrapping ssaus to
hava bagun in 1811, The first baavar troppars hars, so far as is
known, wara thosa of o porty that coms thet yosr froem the uppar
Miaseuri Rivar, and of which Emakisl Willioms, muarni kinown ae
"ﬂl‘p‘.‘-l‘lﬂ “11]1“5'“ and Jean Saptista -Jhlll]l:lli.ﬁ, E‘ﬁﬂizg fuw tl'l-ﬁ!!..
wars tha cantra] firpnres,



I.EZEKIEL WILLIAMS;IBOS.

The Wijliamses nro said te have besn wall reprasantad on ths Erontiep
of Mismeuzi, sopscinlly in Howard sad Coopar counties, Seme of tlom
ars soid Lo hove coms frow Herih CUsroline by way of Kantuocky; othazs
from or by way of Virpinia, Acgeiding te tha Amarcican Pionasr, pub-
1ehad by Johm 8. WL))iams, $sq.,7Cincinneti fn 1962 and 143, BreKisl was
& brolhag of Teane Wilifoms, the fomous Virginis frentisrsisn, (boyn
in Chestar County, Psnnsylvenia,) who brapped beaver on bribubariss of
bhe JHusouri es early s 1770, snd whoss biography 15 givem fn Voluue
I of %hul magasime, 3ut lhis, I think, is less probabla han thal na
vae 80@s Olhar ralaiive of Tsmacy fOr we Bknll Ess Lhat in 1618, maailel

| Fil1dalis htasedf wrole, ¥ I rafer wy fellow cilizens £0 a1l Sen of my
 sequainiancs in Kembucky, where I was raissd, for my character and coms
+duel from “he oradls unlil I came k¢ Lhis country,W From this it
would seeu #bn¥ Copbain Williess had been borm im Kenbucky, and had
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dwalt thars untij he semigrated to Misscuri, He went from St, touis
to tha uppar Missouri in 1508, and thencs te ths Pike’s Psak rsgion

in 1811; returning by woy of ths Arkansus River to tha Beona’s Lick
ragion of tha Jowsr Missouri im tha fnill of 1613, ond wintering in
Coopar's ¥ort, ons of tha savars]l strongholds in whick the paople of
thet ragion dwalt during the War of 1812. He modo a socomd journay
Lp tha Pika's Pask rarion in 1P14 by way of ths Avkansas, rsturning
tho Sama ysar; snd aftsr this sscond raturn, Jived sgain for o while
In Foyt Gecper, menr which, in whet is now Hoone's Lick Township,
lioward County, #isssuri, hs S8con sattled on o foarm upon which ha saams
Lo have basn Jiving August 7, 1§16, and nﬁrt.nim?:'it Jansat sc Jots as 1821,
Tha formar date was a fow months prior *-'“J.!Eming of {o1d) Framkjin,

Tha counly saat OF bhe milar Eﬂigﬂiter Howard Counby was than al
Hennah Cole’s Fort im presenl Cooper County, whers, July 8th, 18516,
waE convensd “he firsb pireuit ceurt, Ezek 3,‘1- '._i.:".,, e fing s, dambar
of fhe Tirst grand jury, It was ntistsigéﬁ'wilaiﬁﬁgfm%gﬂaFEE&”
Fillism Zacknell's party, bound wast Lo Lrads for horses and mmlss smd
‘e catoh "wild aniSels of every descripticn rendezvoussd August 4in,
1621, lsaving Arrew Rock Seplesber 18%,* and going ultimatmly so far
“Chittenden, Au, Fur Trade cf the Far Wesl, p. 801, =3

T Pe; und Lhare is good reason for Leliaving thab Willisss hHjm-
Self wos a member ef Lhis gariy and in ‘he cfurss of ils Lravels had
scss inbaresting sxpeffence in oateling wild horses, Tha success of
Uhin axpadibion Jed Lo Backnell’s cpening wilk wagons a Uimarron
"desard™ roube Yo Henla Fa in “ha following year,

The following axtracts from mabtler published in Volumas TT of The
Apericsn Pjomear, afford s few further dats concerning Williams:




1.EZEKIEL WILLIAMS wa

iR, RENICE’S LETTER,
"Indien CUresk Farm, near Chiliieothe, O,, Jen, 23, 1543,
"3, 4, Williams, Esq,
"Dear fir~Your favor of the 5th insb, ..., has been received. ....I
whell.....incloss o latter recen®ly received from judge Wolght, of

Missouri, which will show you & part of what I hoave bosn trying to
sct, but am sorry to say with ponor success; they all sing about .the
';ama tune thes judge dops, though T hope he may yet be able Lo do s0me-
thing. T have written to him again, and requeBted him to writs to
"31d Teke," o8 he calls him, ond as he was commenly called twenty-
thrae or twenty-four years ago, when T first became acquainted with
him, s was then one of the most oadvanced sattlsrs of the far wast,
%e stoppad with him several days te recruit ourselves and hoarsas,
after paseing over the grand prairie Deiwesn Lis Mississippi and the
dissouri, whare we and our horses suffered much from flies, and Lo
gpet EBnme provisiont to serve on our intended journey still farther west,
He was than living very comfortably on o good farm of his own, wall
jmproved in good frontier style; ' plasntiy of negroee Lo do hise farm
work; o wife, (a fine old 1ad& Lo all appearance, who, wa understead,
had been a widow when he married haz,) He was a man for whom nature
had done a good part, both in mind and bedy. While there wa wera
treated, bolk by bimsalf and wife, with true pioneer hospitality, and,
best of n]l'{i} was antertained with m full deteil of all his previous
and early adventurss in the far west, which was not only a great Lreat,

but truly astonishing.  Who would tkh thn = ;i‘ﬂ Tﬂglé].j%. or would if
ha gould, contant himself to live six hg n %‘ re,l Be6dhe did on his

¥
first adventures, at lenst one Lthousond miles from thiﬁltnu of a white
man, in the gorges and defiles of Lhe Rocky mountains, and the adjacent
plains; surroundad, os he must have been, by the numerous tribes of
Crows, HJ.nk:;iii'Faat,-clnnnthuln, and other savage, hostile, roving,
naraunding creatures, who ara Riways on the prowl, sasking Lo plunder
211 that comsa in Lheir way or their keen eye con discover? I agoain
say, is it not wonderful that ke could Bo Jong escoapsa the vigilence of
thase hawk-eyed marpuders? No other proof is wanting to show his
sagacity, prudence, and vigilancae, We could kardly have given crasdit
to his story, had it nol been corroberabted by colonel Cooper, his
naighbor at that timej; a man of wenlih and good standing, with whom we
tken formed some acquaintance, and wholm] I have frequently Eeen singe
in my late trips to Missouri, Y



Previous tn receiving judge Faie;ht.'ﬂ‘;
Jatter, il was my impression that T had heard that our 0ld friend %E:
"Zeke" was dead; but I now find that he has followsad the modern examnplg
of the pioneer, by pulling up ﬂtntuu .o uuﬂn a8 tluy get a 1ittle too

%h; his marriage to a lady from ?irgln;n, he adde: "she was a daughter
[in:nbath] of eolonel Vincant Williams of the 5, B, of Potomne, with

Referring to Judge Weight as having removed from Chillicothe, ﬁ_, to 8
Missouri, and as having '‘purchased land near Boonville, on which he =
was 5Lil] living,  Wewalds Le further vouckes for his reliability,
and adis: "I have requested him Lo gebt the outlines of #01d Zekels?

(or captain Williams, os we called him,) stories, and write them out;
88 T da polt suppose the o0ld captain ¢ould now do it as well as it
should be done, and I know judge Weight oould do it better than T can,
T have,hnwaver,writtean out the captain's last adventure after wild
horses, but have been waiting for some particulars of the first adven-
turs, . a8 that should appear first; but I hope Mr, Weight will reliasve
ma from writing sither, "

Tha Jatter from which Lhe above extracts ars taken, is signed "ralix
Reniok"; and upon it Mr, John 8, Williams commants sditorially, in
part, a8 follows; "We still hope to receive from Mr Renick, Lke
valuable dacuments he promises, 1014 Zeke* is @& hlﬂbhlL &k Isaac
¥illiams, of whom we gave o biography in our first volume, from the
pen of Dr, Hildreth, In 0ld Zeks?s lonescme trapping sxpedition,
megntioned by Mr, Feniok, he made o fortune, which he now enjoys,® A
& far wasteorn Loapping odventures of SIS Ezekiel )
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mentioned by Mr, Renick, he made o foriume, which he now enjoys," A
he foar wanfern L-apping adventures of _ E!ak al

#1134 ans e : :
AsgppFhotaver may have besn written _1!.1‘.&: than %

by either Judge Weight or Mr. Renic nf ‘publication in The
American Pioneer, beczuse of the pith 5k of finomncis) support

4 d ¢ A
£ mg:‘% !i _ﬁi‘r‘muqua “j.a-u__’;itinn of %IE&IZ nhlﬂ ? periodi n.:I?-F'n\f--
fortunately an ldﬂﬂ\ln‘l'. a.’ iiium, %:qn the kond of "4:11:! Lekat himglf "

has been preserved to us by publication alsewhsrs, A fuller undqrat.-i.
ing of his story may be had by going btack saversl years prior to 1511,
¥oen, in 1806, Lewis and Clark wers returning from thsir exraditisn
te the Pacifiec Ccean, they inducad Big White, the principal chief of
the kower Mandan Village, below ¥nifs River on Lhe Missouri, to accom-
pany them to 5L, Louis—il H‘ﬁnuat“'-riﬂit. Fresident Jeffersn A8 it
wad against the wish of his penple, who belisved hs ﬂﬁ'ﬂ.]ﬂ.hgut. back to
them alive through the hosBtile Sioux territory, ke was pledped,in Lhg
nome of the United States Government, safe conduct for the return jour-
ney. Big White remained in the East for a year, and returned to St
Louis, Eis English nams was & tronsiation of Lhe French, Le Gros
Blanc; but hia Indian name, meaning "2 Coyote," was Ehtl-hu.kl.f 'he wivnwey
e two attempts to rastore him Lo his p-ﬂﬂp;ﬂ-—-—u]ng__.fﬂ*i]g and walil
nigh fatal to Lhe chief, the other successful —have been sumsarizad by

“prepraat v Fe aend -"-“-.H-‘“-w‘;:.l‘-"'"m‘
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¥, W, Hodge in the Handbook of American Indians, as follows:

"Shahaks left S5t, Louis for his home in Woy, 1807, tke party con=-
sisting of himself end his asquaw-man interpreter, Jesssume, with their
wives and one child each, escorted by 2 noncommissioned officers and

- 11 privates under the comuand of Ensign Netbaniel Pryor, who, as
sergeant, had accompanisd the exXpeadition of Lewis and Clark, There
ascended the Misspuri st Lhe soms tims a deputation of 24 Sioux, 4in-
elnding 26 children, who were provided with & soparate esoort; and
gleso 2 trading partiss, one of which, consisting of 32 man under
Pierra Chouteaun, was destined Lo traffic with the Mandan, The axpedi.
tion proceeded slowly up Lhe Missouri, reaching the lowsr Arikars vil-
lage on Gept, @, where it was learned that the Mandan and the Arikars
wara at war, The demand of the chiel of the upper Arikara villages
that Shakaksa go sshare with him baing refused, the Indiane became in-
solent, and aggressive, and afterward opemed fire om the boats, which was
raturnad, pPryor then ordered a retrsat downstrsam, tut the Tndions
followed along shore, killing one of the Sioux, mortally wounding one
of Choutesns man, and wounding saveral othera, including Jeassume,
Pryor now proposed to Shahaka that they attempt to cover the rest of
the distanca-—about 3 days! jJjourney——by lond, but this the Yandan re-
|fuﬁgd to do on acéount of the incumbrance of the womsn and childrean
and the wounded conditinon of the interpretar, whersupon the party re-
Turned tn St Eouia® Fy an agreemsnt entered into with Lhe Missouri
¥uar Co, in the Spring of 1808 for thkes Bafe Conduct of the Tndiane to
thair homs, ancthsr expediticn, consisting of about 150 men having
Shahaks and hkic conmpanions in charge, started from 5t Louis about the
middle of Vay 18089, and a)though the Sioux at first showed a dispositdm
to be troublesome the Arikars wers found Lo be friendly and the party
renched its destination Sapt, 24, lasden with presents,™

The contract made, aftar the failure of Pryor'a egxpedition, batwsen
Governor Herriwether Lewis (on the port of the Unitad States) and the
Missouri fur Company, for the restoration of Eig White to his home,
Lat{pujntud tiat the Company should engage for that purpose 125 men,
|af whom 40 were to be MAmericans and expert riflemen," comstituting a
body of militis of the Territory of Missouri until the chief had bean
gnnvayad to his village, oaftar whioh they ware to be given their dis-
chorge,

Chittenden. remarks, "It would be eXiremaly interssting to know Lha
names of those forty fAmericans and expert riflemen who sacortsd tha
Mandan chief beck to his oetion in Lhe sumsmer of 18509." Jome of thass
nanaes have bean Eanded down to us, Others, we lhﬂgiﬁﬂignr Enaw, Tt
is nartlin,héwavur, that among them was that of Ezakiel Williams,
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I.8zeitiel Willlams; .

[Eﬁ an agreement with the Elssourl Fur QoaDany who were
to provide an escort in Eay 1809 another expedltlon set ocut up the
Wlaspourl Hiver to get Blg White safely to his people whloch was accompllsh=-
ed pn September 24,1809, It is intersting that the contract between the
United Statea Jovernmnt and Hanuel Ligd'a Misaourl Fur Cozpany for the
reatoration of Big White to his home stipulated that the Company should
angagea Tor that purﬁnuu 125 men of whom forty were to be “"Americans
and expert riflemen +1t 18 certain that Ezekiel Willisms was cne of
these "expert riflemen®, which explains his presence on the Upper
Eipsourd in that yaar._i

[ How we comue to the strange story shleh though full
of lncondlstencles and pure fictlon was teken somewhat serioualy in
thoese deys.S50 aroused was Zeke Williams by the letter aceusing him of
murdsr that he all unaccustomed to the pen, replied by a compleate
acoount of his expedition to the Recky Mountanlnm.Thle ls priceleas
as history and refutes completely the allly chargea brought against
hims The firat item la this}y

IFIpﬂ ® T"STRANGHg BUT TRUE

. "In the y=ar 1618 [.131#],, Jﬂna'gh Staphafs, who disd ip 1836, Major
Stephen Cole and William Ross, Lke hatler, started west on o hunting
and exploring tour, and travellsd as far as the ﬁrauunt Eite of Hnnﬁ
Noster, AL Lhot time all the scountry west of Lhe present boundary
line ﬂf_ﬁuapur counly, wne o wilderness, no parson living in it, A-
bout 8ix milss southeast of ke present site of Bedalia, in Pettis
county, on the farm now owned by » man by the nawma of Warran, near
Flat creek, they discovered whal appesred to Ls a large, high and
paculiarly shaped Indian mound, They examinsd il preliy clossly, ond
found on one side thal the wolves hod scratched an opening inte it,
After enlarging it Be o8 to sdmit Lhem, they bteleid & remarkabls sight.
fﬂay':qund Lthemselves in what ressmbled a room, about eipht feat sSguage,
with a ceiling of Jogs, Jjust high smough to permit a tall man to stand
aract, On the side opponite whare they Lad entered, &nt an officer
dressed in full military uniform, with gold epsulettes upon his shoul-
dars, gold lwnce fringing every seam of his soat, cocked ailitary hat,
knae breecheB, laces slockings and mor@coo slippers, A8 he sal arect
upen a eeal hewed cut of a log, nothing bub the ghostly bue and Jeath-
ary appearance of his skin would hove suggested but that ke was alive,
3y kis side stood o heavy gold-headed cone, Hias features wore com.
plete, and his flesh free from decay, though dried to the consistency
of leatker, The place in which the Loy was found wag very peculiar,

A ploce aboub eight feet square and two fesl deep had been dug in

the sarth, The 5ides had been walled up with sod until it was Righ
encugh for the purpose, reaching seversl feet above Lhe surface of the
ground, The top was then covered with poles, whieh ran up to a polint
in the cantre like the xoof of a house, 4 ) g —"

ATSirange but lrue".history of HowAId And Cooper Counties Mlpsouri,
8t. Louis Natlional-Historical Company,l005s




