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five of my young men whom I give thee to remain with thee and to guide
thee when thou shalt wish %o leave., ] made him a small present to thank
him, telling him that he knew that I had sense and that I intended phortly
to reward him for hls attention. He left with great protestations of
friendship. I was notified shortly after that an interpreter whom I had
pald liberally to secure him had decamped in spite of all the offers which
my gon, the Chevalier, had made him, &g he was going after an Asginibolne
woman with whom he hed fallem in lewve, but who would not remain with him,
He was a young man of the Cree nation speaking good Assiniboine, As there
were seversl Mandens who spoke it well enough, I made myself very well M
understood, as My son spoke Cree and the Cree interpreted into Assinibeoine.
PBut here was the height of misfortune, a&s we qouléd only make ourselyes un-
dergtood by sings and demonstrations, 1f I had suspected my interpreter,
who every day assured me he would alwaye remain with d never abandm
me, I would have taken advantage of the Lime I had hisf[#& to make the de-
mande on the ¥andans 1 wished to meke, But flattering myself that I had

a man on whom I could rely, I put off till gfter the departure of the
Asginiboines,. All day I was greatly embarrased; all that I wanted to
¥now gnd the few questions which I had put were asked in the evening after
every one had retired; such as, if there were many people slong the river
roing down, and what nations; if the places at a distance were lkmown, I
wag answered that there were five forts on the two banke of the river, be-
lemging to their nation, much larger than that in which we were; that a
daoy'e journey from the lest of their forts were the Pananae, who had sev-
aral forts; then the Pananie; that these two nations who held much of the
country and were i now at war for four years, had always from all time
been closely united and in alliance together; that he would tell me after-
wards the causes which had set them at varisnce, The Pananae and Pananis
made their forte like them, In summer they gremfwheat snd tobacco on the
lower part of the river, which was very wide, land not being visible irom
one shore to the other; the water bad for drinking. All these lands are
jnhabited by whites like us, who work in iren., The word iron among all
the nations here means =11 sorts of metale, which they call iron; that
they only marched on horseback, both for hunting and war; that these men
could not be kKilled by arrow or musket, — "
teing covered with iron, buy that by killing the horse the man could be
caught easily, ms he could not run; that he had a shield of iron very
glear, fought with lances and sabres, with which he was very skilful;
+he women were never geen in fields; their forts and houses were atone.
I asked if there were fine woods, end if the prair.ie continued in
heights and hollows, He manswersd thpt the wocd was along the river in
places and gleo & n the prairies in ¥Yslands; that the further dowm the
wore the hilles inereased: that many of them were only rocks of fine etone,
aspecially along the river, I asked if it took long to go te where tne
wnites, the horsemen, were, I wae answered jhal the Pananas and FPananis
hed horses likes the whites; it would take whole summer to make the
journey, and that since they were at war with the Fananas the men would
not undertake to go far, tie ronds heinq cloged to thep. Thathigttla wers
abundant on the prairies, far larger and fatter than those wve BEEn

on their prairies; their coat white and of several colomrs, He showed us
horns split in half, of & greenieh colour which hold nearly three pinte,
In all the huts they have them in uee as ladles, proving that they have
killed many when the road was open. That was all I cculd learn even by
chance, ae I had relied on my interpreter, that I would have time to be
thoroughly informed at leisure, 8ix days after the Assiniboines left I
sent my son, the Chevalier, with Sieur Holant, elx Frenchmen and several
¥andans, to the neareat fort, which is on the bank of the river, If well
regaived they were to sleep there, to pget the best information of the gf
couree of the river: whodwell there; if they are acquainted with the low-
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er part, in accordance with wnat was told us; to learn all that could be
ascertained by signe mnd demonsirations, After their departure, Mr, de

la Marque and I walked about to observe the size of their fort and their
fortifications., I decided to have the huts counted, It was found that
toere were a hundred and thirty of them. All the streets, squares and huts
reasmble. each olher, Several of our Frenchmen wandered about; they found
the ®ee strecte and equares vely clean, the ramparts very level and broad;
the palisade supported on crosg-pleces morticed into poste of fifteen foet.
At fifteen points doubled are green skins which are put for sheathing when
regyired, fastened only above in the pluces needed, as in the bastion thess
urgﬁ?&haauh curtain well flanked. The fort is built on a height in the

opeh” prairie with a diteh upwards of fifteen feet deep by fifteen to eight -
een feet wide, Their fort can only be gained by steps or posts which can
be removed when threatened by an enemy. If all their forte are alike,
they may be called impregnable to Indians, Their fortifications are not
Indian. Thie nation is mixed white and black. The women sre fairly good-
leooking, eepecially the white, many with blond and fair hair. Foth men
and wemen of this nation are very laboriocus: their hutg sre large and spa-
¢ious, eeparated into eeveral apertments by thick planke: nothing is left
lying about; all their bagirape is in large bags hung on poste: their beds
made like tombes surrounded by skins; all go tc bed naked, men nnd women.
These men are always naked, covered only with & buffalo robe: a great part
of the women naked like the men, with this difference, that they weer g
dloose apron, atoult & hand breadth wide and m foot long, sewed to a girdle
in front only; all the women have thie kind of yrotection, although they
have a petticoat which gives no constraint, they do not cloee the thighs;
g8 is the case with other Indlan women when they sit down. Several carry
a kind of gown of very soft deer skin; there are many deer, they are very
pmall. Their fort is full of caves, in which sare etored such articles =a
grain, food, fat, dressced robes, bear skinsg, They are well supplied with
these; it is tihe wmoney ol tihe country: thepfmore they have of it the rien-
er they believe themeelves to be, They are fond of tatooing, but never
more than half the body is tatooed, both of men gnd women, They nake
wicker work very neatly, flat and in baskets, They ma ¥ ¢ of errthen
pota, which they use llike many other nations for Eﬁﬂkiﬁﬁe od, They are
for the most part great eaterse; are eaper for fessim, '_"ﬂ'ﬂ:,r broupht me av-
ory doy more than ftwenty dishes of wheat, beans and pumpking, all cooked.
Er,. de¢ la Fargue, who did not hate feasts, want to them continually with
my children. As I did not go to them, my share woe sent to me, The men
aTre stout and tall, penerally very active, Tairly good-looking, with a
good physiognomy, The women heve not the Indian phveiopnemy, The men in-
dulge in o sort of ball plsy on the squares and ramearts.

Oon the evenlng ol 4tih, the Sieur Nolant and my son arrived, well satie-
fied with their journey, having been well received and strongly urged to
remain lonper, The fort is on the Gank of the river, as loarpge again as
thig; the squares and streets very Tine and elean; their palisade ie in
the best order and atrenpgth: the whole built in the smme fashion as the
one in which we werse. From what they could hear, all their forts were

H fference t T
Siskel he, 0ar, one pa, theg w11, with, this difference, Lpat gome pers .
est to the Pananas that the river appeared to go was, according to the
compases, soutnwest by south, by signs given to them; the lower vart may
go Lo the sea to the southwest by weast. They were often amused with

broken talk; not being able to answer questions put to thom, they answer-
#d somethning elee, for want of understanding. The vaters of thelr rivers

come down with great rapidity, having many shoals. The water it not good
Tor drinking, being brackish, We have constantly found from the last
mountein slmost all the marshes and ponds brackish, or sulphurous. What
they ecould understand wag, that on the lower part of the river thore were
men like us, who made cloth mnd linen, were Yery numerous, and hud wars
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with a large part of the Indiunn, We paw that 4t was uselesc to question
thom, an they could not undeérstiand us, We did not ¢emge poing to their
leaste 'all the time we wers at thelr fort, but could not attend 211 thosze
to which we wares peked, We noticed that in the plain there were several
small forts, of forty or fifty huts, built like the lnrpe ones, but no one
wats there at the time. They made us understand that they camé inside for
the summer fo work their fields and that there was a large reserve of gy
grain in thelr eellara, This 1s all the information they could give of
their journey. On the Rth of December, I ordered my eon to take the al-
titude which wan fTorty-elght degrees, twelve minutes, On the evening of
the 7th I had consulted with ¥r. de la ¥arqgue as to the course we should
take, Like mysalf, he knew that littla remeined with us for prenents,
which rendered it dmposeible for ue to go further; the meascn too trying
th te able to undertake anything, and above all, no interpreter nor any
hope of getting one during the winter, We had overy resson to fear thot
the roads would bBegome immracticmble in spring on au:nc:utb% of the waters
ond with the risgk of arriving too late for the setting our canpes; the
powder I would have would (TEYTTAETENnoL be encugh to uuﬂ_ﬁy all our wente
during the winter And with the small quantity of goods remsining we might
Tfind oureselves in a difficulty aboul all our people, harving no longer
anything to carry us on, as the Indians would only serve us so far ss thay
vere paid and that Iin advance, as they locked on promisges g a very small
regourge, On the other hand, -that we nad remson to apprehend setting out
on a maren in the worst season of the yvear, After having congsidered tha
whole, we deoided that we muet set out, leavinr two men fit to learn the
lanpuage in a4 shori time, one in the Tort in which we were and the other
in the nearest fort, as being nlone they could learn much moreé gu 1

and could conseguently glve all the information., Y¥r, de la Merg 3
hig hired men, & man of intelligence, whom he offered mé me being "one of
the most capable, able to write, I accepted him with pleasure and pgave
him my servant as the second, although he wae very useful to me; as well
as very useful and attached to my service; I preferred to deprive myself
of him for the good he might afterwards render, knowing hip strong and
quick intellect, with a good memory and faellity in learning languages,
very wise and fearing God, I gave him full instrustions of all he had to
do, nond on hisc olde, I, de la Marque promised to send to loak after

them next summer. That ended, so far as regarded the two men whom I left,
I notified our five Asginibolnes, whom Y made to understand that I wished
to get out shortly, which gave them much joy, I showad them Ty elgne, not
being able to make Xemysell understood ptherwieem, that it would be ne-
cessary for them te set oult with two Frenchmen on the morning of the next
day, that everything would be ready for them, so that they mizsht go speed-
ily to the willage to warn them to expect us; that I would leave four
after them, so that I might prepare everything for the journey, I then
informed the Mandana of my design, which arpeared to give them much sorrows
I showed them the two Frenchmen whom I left in my place, recommending that
they should be taken good care of, They gave me many thanks, with great
protestations of friendship and fidelity, I then let them imow that I
would not abandon them, I agked the chief to give me r

The news socn spread throughout the fort. oOn %he nggninglﬂgnthghgtﬂ?uinqﬁ
made the two Frenchmen set out, guided by two Assiniboines, have al-
ready eaid, to go to warn the village of my departure, Whexl,IIour pound-
ed for the journey was brought, muon more than was necessary. 1 thanked
them, giving them scme needles whieh they greatly wvalue. Thay would have
loaded a hundred men for the journe®; in a ghort time all hastened to
bring me some, I made all our people take what they wished, which was
done in a very short time, Having provided for all that our people nesd-
ed, I assembled the chiefe and prineipal Mandans, made them a present of
powder, balls and several triflee, which they greatly value, owing to
their need Whem, I gave the head chief a flap, pave him a leaden
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plate, which I had ornamented with rivbon at the four corners, It was
put intc a box to be kept in perpetuity, in memory of my taking possessd
ion of their lands, which I did in the King's name, It will be preserved
from father to son, batter than if I had put it in the ground, where it
would have run the risgk of being stolen, I made them understand as well
as I could, that I left them that mark in memory of the Frenchmen who had
gome gpon their lands, I very much desgired ] could have made them under-
stand, in order to tell them many things which might have been very use-
ful to thnem and to us, which to my regret and to theirs I could not do,
I had wrought with Bo much diligence, that on the evening of the sighth
avery thing was ready for our departure, which I calculated to accomplish
pooner than I had given notice of? During the night, between the 8th and
8th, I wae taken 1ill, and in a very ehort time waes very 111; I did not
know what %to think of it., I kept my bed for three days, Finding self
better on the fourth, I prepared to set out the next day. I gave the two
men enough to defray their experiges liberally, and even to pey a gulde,
if need were to bring them to our fort; informed them once again of the
gause which obliged me to leave them there, Bo soon as they could sake
themeelves understood, they were to neglecti nothing to learn what wae ths
nation of whites, what metal they worked with; if there were any mines to
their knowledge; what nations were above, going up the river; if they lmew
a height of land—in a word, to neglect nn%hing to obtain nli poeeible in.
formation respecting thes country,

I met out, although il1l;, in the hope that it would be nothing and that
1 would recover at the village my box in which I had put some remedies, On
the 13th of December, to the great regret of all the Mandane, a chisf &
came to conduct us & league and o half's diatance, when I sent him tagk;
he testified to me by great demonstrations the regret hEt glt st my de-
parture, making a sign that I would not abvandon him, but'Feturn and that
he would mccompany us, I gave him a small present of powder, once more
recomnending the two Frenchmen whom I left with il them, He made mé &
sipn that he would take one to hi¥ House, I dismissed him after giving
h g. In the evening I noticed that we /had only two Assiniboines
witﬁ' ug, They mad@me understand that one had emained with our French-
meri, not wishing to abandon them; that they would return only in summer
with them, I arrdved at the Tili&ﬂ'ﬂ awuh. gtill wveryyill, We had
gxperienced excessive cold, which caus ay. My box wee restored to
me: nothinz had been touched] they had bben satisfied with thé slave's
bag, which was returned to wme empty. Having rested a little, I reproachad
them for lying to me respecting the Mandans; that there was very little
truth in all they had told me, They answered, that they had not pretend-
ed to speak of the Mandans, saying that they were like us, that they had
intended to speak of that nation which is at the lower part of the river,
who work in iron. An Assiniboine rose above the others, saylng to me:
Thie is the only one who can speak better to thee aboui it; thou hast not

understood projperly #E?ﬂiﬁﬁﬁihat was said to thee; 1 do not lie, TLast
puEmer I killai one who wasg covered withfiron, as I have already said

several times, If I had not killed the horge firet, I could not have
killed the man., 1 said to him; What hest thou brought of the apoil to
show ue that thou speakest the truth? As I wished to cut off his head, I
noticed men on horseback, who were blocking the way, I escaped with dif.
ficulty; I kept nothing to cerry off; I threw awey everything I had even
to my blanket, in my flight, What I say ie true, and I will have it told
to thee by others who were with me the fellowing spring, They ore not )|
here now, but thou shalt see them, What I have said I repeai; the other
gide of the river cannot be paen: the water is salt; it ie a ecountry of
mountainse; o preat extent between the mountoine of fine land; many cattle,
big and stout, white and of different coloure, many stegs and deer; I ¥
2Erﬂ iﬂﬂﬂltﬁéir wheat Tielde, where no women are to be seen; what I tell
gg 15 withouw .
t deceit; thou wilt learn further of it aftorwards, I con-
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tinued my journey after three days rest, I reached the firet mountain
on the 9th of January, wheéere we remained a long time, ¥r, de la Margue
made up his mind to go on, seeing me gtill very ill, in order to send me
aspistance, WHe arrived on the first of February; I arrived only on the
10th, greatly fatigued and very 1l1l, 1 met the assistance he sent me at
thirty-five leagues from the fort, which pave me great pleasure, having
great need of it. I have never endured so much wretchedness in my life,
from illnees and fatigue, as in that Journey, 1 found myself, afler a
fortnight's rest, s little regtored, Mr, de la ¥arquebaited my arrival
to carry out his design of going to Fort Maurepas, having learned that ¥
there were no provieioms, I told him that I thoupht hie presence would
be very useful in his post? He determined to set out, making me to Jeave
hies Brother with a large party of hired men for provisions at my fort, ¥
fiattering themselves that there was more hope there ol seeing people,

We wers nearly starving, when fortunately twe hute of Indiansg came, whom
1 stopped at the fort, They supplied us by their hunting moose and deer,
e numbered forty-two pereons in the fort, which merne a large consump-
tion of food, ¥r, d= 1la Marque left on the 1l6th of the month, I receiv-
ed news Irom him shortly after, He informed me that he deended a famine,
not seelng Indians, We are now in the 1&6th of April and have not yey scen
any one, I do not inmow how Cod preperven us,

1 gent my son, the Chevalier, that morning, the 16th of April, with an
Indien to go to make a search for the fort of Lake Winiplgon, and to take
notice of the rivers which fall intg it, especially the Wnite River (to
which I intend to go on the return of our cances), from the mine which im
in the lake, and from that which is in the White River, from the outlet
of the lake, to notice the turn of it, and endeavour to prevent the Indi-

ang Irom going to the HppEpy Englich, by making them hope for our speedy
arrival,

T received a letter from ¥r, de la Marque on the 23rd of April, which
notified me that he had not yet had any of the Indians; that he hag de-
gided to po to Tind them in the great river Winipigon where they are en-
gaged 4 building their canoces,

I think he is leaving the poet too early; the Indians might arrive irom
tha Red River after his departure. On the 22nd of the present month I
learned from an Indian that a lerge band of Aseinibeoines had drawn up on
the ILake of the Prairies who were working on their canoss to go to the

lish.
Engn the £4th I sent Sanschegrin with a hired man to bXing them here so as
turn them from going to the Enplish?

On the 30th five Assiniboines nrrived tovards evening to lel me lknow
that a larpge number of gﬂnpla was coming: we have much need of them,
having done nothing till now,

on the 3rd of May this great band was reduced to dvery few,

on the 10th, ¥r, ¥olant, degpairing at no more coming, asked leave %o
sat out, representing to me that there were no more provisions and that
they could not remain longer. I did my best td induce him to have pa-
tignce for some time yet, being muech vexed that he ghould go empty,

Seeing him determined ¥o set out, 1 g=ve him germiaainn.

On the same day, the 10th, in the evening, fifteen Assiniboines arrived
to notify ue that there were sixty hute coming and that they had been told
we nhad gone.

1 sent them back with tobacce to hasten their coming, They arrived on
the 18th and did their trading in = ghort time, These left, On the 20th
thres men arrived to bep me to delay ocur departure, that thirty hute would
arrive., 1 made them set out with aspeed, giving them tobacco to tell thelr
reople to hasten thelr coming,

I discovered these days a river flowing to the west, All the lakes and

rivers of which I have had any knowledge go to Hudson's Eay, the Northern
Sea, except the Eandan River,
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I will obtain complete imowledpe of it this summer, either bty myself or
somé person on my benalf,

1 have deferred the departure of my cances till the RBth of the montih,
waiting uselessly for the people to come; only a few arrived, all post-
poning their coming till summer,

They are po stupid that they think they will be waited for into the sum-
mey, and that there will always be time snough to carry off theilr beavers.
1 promised them that as soon a8 my eon and the two men arrived, whom I
had left with the ¥Wandsneg, I would remove from this ns quickly ag poasible.




