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of sharing the expense which I had already provided for. 1 gave him room,
at his request, In my fort to build a house to lodge all his people? oOn
the return from our journey on the 1l6th of the month, the fort and houges
being completed, I thought of making everything ready for our departure,
Nr, de la Margue told me he had brought ¥r, de Louviére to the Fork with
two cancee to build a fort there for the accommodation of the people of
the Red River, I approved of it, if the Indians were notofied, ©n the
16th T had the drum beat to arms, to pass every one in rewiew and to ge-
lect sueh as were necessary for my expedition, After the inspection of
the armg, I publieched your ordere regarding the post; I selected twenty
men, ten of Mr, la Marcue's and ten of mine, 1 warned them to keep theme-
selyes in readiness for the 18th, gave them a pound of prowder and twenty
btalls each, shoes, an axe, & kettle to be used on the Jjourney; gave to £
each man, French and Indien, & bag of powder, elixty balle, two fathome of
tobacco; some emall wares, more for vresent necessitien tﬁan for anything
elge, as awls, gun-flinte, gun screws and steels, I had put into a leath-
er bag what I wanted for present use, that a wife of our guide carried fon
me, and all that was of use Tor myself, my servant and my slave carried,
That settled, I had Bans Chagrin received as commander in my absence, as

a man of wise and prudent mind, who fills the office of sergeant, Taking
my two children with me, I left him two soldiers and ten hired men ag &
guard for the rurt,éﬁiggghen gave nim orders and instructione in writing
of all he was to do Jt,my absence, On the 18th, all being in good order
in the fort, I made all our people pet ocut, with orders te encamp not far
off, and afterwardes to leave with Mr, de la largue about noon, enoouraging
the Indians whom I left at the fort to hunt cattle, the besyer not being
yet good, to furnish provisione to the French whom I left, ONur small band
congicted of 52 persons, twenty hired men, all pood men, ¥r. de la Marque,
his brother, my two children, my servant and a plave, the rest Indians,
The third day after leaving, a willage of forty Aseiniboine huts Joined
ug, with the intention of speaking to me, The chief apked me to grant him
the favour of remaining for the day, to have the pleasure of seeing us
and of showing their hospitality, I agreed, on on the solicitation of owr
gulde., I made him & smrll present of powder, and made the same statement
to him as I had done to all the othere, He testified much gratitude,
promiging wondere; that he would carry provisions to the French, and
would bunt to tha utmoet, g0 as to supply their wants., On the 2lst we
continued our route, se far as the firat mountain, twenty-six £ dis-
tant from our fort, st to the south by south-west; from the moun-
tain to the second west . by north_west, 24 leapuea, From the ﬁnin of the
gegond mountain to go divect to the ¥andans we mugt keep te the south-west.
But we were obliged to d¢ much more, as on & road which is two leagues in
a stroight line, we made three or four from our fort. It may have been a
hundred and twenty leagues to the west south-weet that our guide lenpgth-
ened the road by from fifty te aixty Reagues and a number of stope to
vhich we were obliged to agree, making us spend the finest weather in
autumn stay/fing still, so that we took forty-six daye to go a distance we
should have dode easily in sixteen or twenty days at the most., We had,
rerforce, to have patiencej all that I could eay to our guide to make him
haeten was to no purpose, He made um take for the height of happiness
twenty-twe leapues of a road which wae taling us off our route, to get to
2 village of a hundred and two h:;ﬂ which he had gone to look for, and
brought us eight men, whom the cjdefs of the village had sent to beg me
to join them, that they were all inclined to accompany me to the Mandenas,
telling me that the Bioux often vipited in that direction and that I had
need of an escort, We had to make up our minds to go there. We arrived

there on the 18th of November, in the afternoon, A number of messengers
had gone before us and we were received with great joy, They led ue, W¥r.
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de la Margue, hie brother and my children, intc the hut of a young chief,
whire evely one was ready to receive us, They made a greal feast for us
and for all gur pecple, who did not want flor a good appetite. On the 19¥R
1 assembled the chiele and head men of the village in the hut where I was,
ave them & present in your name of powder, btelley knives and tobacco,
elling them that I received them into the number of your children; that
if they had senee you promised not to abandon them; that the French were
now established on their lands and would provide for all their wants;
that they must hunt the beaver and keep to their lande; that you did not
wish for war at present, desiring to make all the lands smooth, so that
all our children might live in peace, of whom I would increase the number
every day, I made the pame recital t¢ them that I had made to all the
others, There was great thankiulness, with man{ tears and ceremonies,
by passeing their hands over my hesd, inking me in your room mnd plece &8
their father, and our Frenchmen as brothers by again passing the hands
over ouy nesad all weeping, This ceremony ended, the orator ssid; We ¥
thank thee, father, for so willingly tsking the trouble to come to ue;
we are all going in thy company to the Mandans to bring thee to thy fors:
we Have sent four men to warn them who are about to arrive who Teport
that the Eandane are greatly rajuicin% at thy coming amongst them and are
to come to meet thee, We have gent other four young men to bring them teo
the place we have selected for them; we will go gquietly to the hunting
to have fat on arritéggpﬁggre. to eat with tke grein of which they alwaye
e2at much, having sel at or fat, I thanked them for thelr good will,
and enecouraged them to Bend us on quickly; that they could se= as well as
I, the very advanced seagon. Enowing that fhe Mandaneg had no supplies of
fat, 1 purchased it in the village fto giv 1l our people whatever they
would carry, and made the Indiane carry fof ue, for which I paid them; 1
warned our Frencheen that I intended to spend part of the winter among 7
the ¥andans; that if they did not ftake o good load of fat, they must eat
their wheat and beans with water, On the 20th,the wheole village set out
on the mareh to go tine seventeen lesgues where the meeting place for the
Mandans had besn ohosen; every day they entertained us with the tale that
the whites we were going to see wers Frenchmen like ourselvee, who gaid
they were our descendants. All they told us gave us good hope of making
a discovary which would deserve attention, KEr, de la Harguo and ] made
plans along the rcad Trom what they were telling ue, belleving that to be
true, from which we had to deduct much, T observed to lr, de la Margue
the good order in which the Assiniboines march to prevent surprise,
marching alweays on the prairies, the hilleides and and valleys from the
first mountain, which did not make them fatipued by mountging mnd descend-
ing oftén in their march during the doy, There ore mognificent plains
of three or four lengues. The maten of the Assiniboinea, especialily whien
they are numerous, is in three colusne, heving skirmpighers in front, with
a good ryear guard, the old mnd lame perel in the middle, forming tie cen-
tral column, I kept all the French togetner as much as possible, I the
gekirmishers dipcovered herds ol cattele on the road, ms oiten naappens,
they raige a ory whish iz soon returned by the resr gusrd, and all the
moet active men in the columns join: the vanguerd to hem in the cattle,
of which they sesgurs g number, and each takes what flegh he wanta, 8Since
that stops the merch, the vanguard marks put the encampment wihich is not
to be vassed: the woman and dogs carry all the happage, the men are burd-
aned only with their arms; they mnke the dogs even carry wood to moks the
fires, being often obliged to encamp in thé open prairie, from wnich the
clumps of wood may be, B great dlatance? 0On & morning. of the 28th, we
arrived at the place sslected {or the mﬂetinﬂ the Mandans, who arriv-
ed towarcs svening-—az chief, with thirty men and the four Assiniboinen.
The chief, after having from the top of o height considered for sore

time the extent of our village, whlch appenred of a goed size, I had him
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brought to the hut where ¥ was, vhere a place had been prepared to re-
gaive him on one side of It, He came and placed himeelf near me; one of
his peorle then, on his 7art, presented me with a pift of Indign corm in
the ear, and of their tobacco in rolle, which ie not good, an théy do not
know how to cure It like us, It da very like ours, with this difference,
that it is not cultivated and is cut green, everything being turned to
agcount, the stalks and leaves together, I gave him some of mine, which
he thought very good. I acknowledped that I was surprised, uxpeuEinE to
gee difierent peorle from the other Indians, especially after the account
given oe. There was no difference from the Aspiniboinep; they are naked,
cavered only with a buffalo robe, woern carelessly without breech clout,

I knew from tnat time that we hnd to make an allowance for all we had
veen told. The chief sypoke to me in Assiniboine, testifying the joy which
I hed given to all their naticn by my arrival among them; that he bepred
me to accept them among the number of your children; that he wished after-
warde to have to do only with us; that I mipht diepose of all he had: that
he bepred meé to remain at his fort, that it was the neareat snd emaller
than the others, but well supplied with prowisione; that thers were six
forte belonging $o the same nation; that it was the only one not far from
the river, He told me he had reocived ftwo beltia:- from me) theat they Had
btesn shown to me on ry arrivel ap they had nlwaye hoped to ses me, 1
thanked him for all Ais eivilities and offers, telling him that I had come
from a long distance to form a friendship with them, a: t T would
gpeak to them so soon &8 1 should have arrived at theipt™He immediately
pgayed us a trick: having examined our village on his Afrival, as I hove
stated, judging that there would be many people, and if they all came to
his fort, there must be a great consumption of g¥ain, their custom being
to feed liverally all who came among them, selling only what was to e
taken away, he gave many thanks to the Assiniboines for having brought
the French among them; that it could not have hnepreonec more oppoertunely;
that the Sioux would not be long of srriving mmong them, having been
warned, begging me, llke the Assinicoines, to amsisgt them, hoping much
from our valour and courage, I was antrapped, like the Assiniboinee,
with this difference, that the Assiniboines stoocd confounded, whilet I
rejolced, believing thal I had found an oppeortunity to be avenged on that
acoursed nation, I vromiged him every assgistance from myeelf and our
Trenchmen chould they come whilst we were with {hem, for which he thanked
me, Ye wae sent for to come to the feast and guestioned respecting the
gSigux, The A=siniboines, mumercus, strong and robust men, are not brave;
thay prestly fear the Sioux, whom they think to he braover, The Mondans
know their weakness and profit by it, as opportunity arises, The council
was held to diczcuee what chould be done, The most decided opinion was

that it woe not necessary to go further than té wern me of the rigk I was
about to run if I wished to pursue our colrse, An old man rose Tirmly:

Do not think thet our father is a coward; I kmow him better than the d¥y
others do; T have besn with him ever since he left his fort; do not be-
lieve that the Bioux can friphten him er any of his people, "hat will he
think of ua? He has lengthened his road to joln us ueing tg our wieh
for his company among the M¥andane and to bring him Back to hie fort, He
would have gone to-day if he had not listened %o us, and you would think
of abandoning him by letting him go alone, which cannot ve, I we fear
the Bioux let us lenmve our village here till pur return; let every man .
gble to muarech follow gur Tather, All sgreed in the old man's cpinion;

it was degided that only a fow should remain to protect the women; all the
reat would accompany me, I was notified of the.resgult of the council;
word was sent throughout the village to warn every one to be ready to #
mareh the day mfter to-morXrow, the 30th of the month, thus making o 1it-
tls longer delay among the Mangans, who knew how to profit by it by the
sale ol their grain, tobacco; peliry, and:painted plumea, which they Injw
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the Aesiniboines greatly value, who had Trought amd now gave in exchange
muskete, axes, kettlea, powder, balle, knives and awle, They are much
graftier in trade than the Assiniboines and others, who are congtantly
their dupes,. We left on the morning of the 30th, about 600 men, severagl
women without children, the best walkers, On the evening of the third
day of our marxch, aboul seven leaguse irom the first fort of the Mandens,
I wae informed that an Assiniboine had taken the bap from my slave on

the road, under pretext of relieving him, and had returned to the village.
My box, in which were my papers, and many things of use to me, were in
the bag., I imcediately engaged two young men to run efter him, whom I
paid, making them promise to being the b to the ¥Mondune, where I would
wolt for them, They set out during the night, overtook the rascal, who
fad glready dacamped from the village, made him return everything and came
back to thelr willage to keep the whole, hoplng to restore it to me on oy
return, not daring to come after me, -being airaid ol the Sloux, I saw
mysell depriveé of many thinge which were of daily uss, The orator gave
notiea that we musl leave before feour In the morning in order te arrive
early at the fort. I found nt o lemgue opnd o nelf, about noon, near a
emall river, n number of people who had come to meat us had lightec fires,
expecting us, and had brought ecarse grain cooked and flour mande into a
paste, with pumpkins, to give nll enpugh to sat, ™wo chiefs had made a
place ready for me near the Tire and presented me firgt with semething to
eat and to smake, My, de 1la Merque arrived shortly after me, 7 asked him
to #it near me and to eat whilet resting. We remained fully two houre rest-
ing, Wé¢ were warned that it was time to go. I made cno of my chilidzren take
the flag paintec with the arme of France, and march at the ITront; and
ordered the French to follaw in ranks, The Bieur Folant relieyved my son
in eorrying the flag, each taking it im turn, The ¥andans would not let
me march, bul offerad tg carry me, to which 1 had to coneent, belng ra-
guested Tty the Assiniboines, who told me I would displease them prestly
if I refueed, . .

At four acres from the fort, on a pmall height, the old men of the fort,
acoomeanied by a great nuber of the youth, were waiting to present me
wih the calumet and to show me the two belts I had sgent them four or five
years ufo., They gave a seat to me and to ¥r, de ls Marque. 1 received
their compliments, which related only to the joy they felt at our arrival,
1 ordered my son, the Chevalier, to muke all cur Frenchmen draw up in line,
the flag four paces in frent; =11 the Assiniboinen who hud muskets placed
themselves in line like our Frenchmen., Afier compliments had been paild,

1 saluted the fort with three volleys, ¥any peonle came to meet HH{ but
nothine in comperison with what appesred gn the ramparts and slong the
trenches, 1 mnrched in pocd order to the fort, into which I entered on
the *rd of December at four in the afternoen, escorted by all thne French
and Assiniboines, We were led into the hut of the head chief, It was
gertainly large, but not enough to hold all who winhed to enter. The

crowd was great that they crushed one ancthier, Assiniboines and Ehpﬁﬂnﬂ-
Thera was only the place where we were, Mr, de la Marque, his brother and
=y childxen, free of them, I asked that the erowd should retive, to leave
our Frenchmen clsar, and to put their bagrase in & pimce of Balely, tell-
ing them they had sll time to see us, Wyery one was put out, but 1 head
bBeen too late. The bag of gpoods had n atolen, in which were mll my
pragents, through the fuult of one of hired men in whose care I had
placed it befors remching the fort, He had unloaded on entering the hut
without looking out for the bag, which he had put beside him in the great
growd, 1 felt rather confounded; my box loet, =y bag of presents, which
wae very necesgary for the place, and there wers upwards of 300 livres
inside. The Assiniboinea psemed greatly annoyed aond ot once made a strict
but uselese search, Their fort ie full of caves, well suited for conceal-
meént, The chief of the ¥andans appeared to be greatly moved at my loas,
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gend said for my econsolation that there wera many rageals amony them, He
would do his utmoet to discover something about it. Fad I accepted the
offer of the Asginiboines, I might heve had it found in a little time by
force, but I preferred to lose it and to make peace about evarything, as
1 wanted to spend a part of the winter with them to pet a lnowledge of
the more distant gountry, On the 14th I had the principal Mandane and
Aesiniboinese apeembled in the hut whers I was, I gavé them my present of
powder and balls, telling them that I could give them nothing else; that
they all knew that what I had brought to give in presentse had been carried
off, I declared to them that I was inclined to remain aome time to gain
A -mpme dmowledge of the country according to our ordere, which I could not
do in a day. The Mandans testified their joy, aseuring me that T need ﬁ
not be afraid of fasting, that they had provieione in reserve, far more
than were necessary for us, and that their whole fort wes well supplied,
that T might dispose of it being master among them,The elder of the As-
giniboines, the orator of the willage, said to me: ¥y father, we have
brought thee here; I do not doubt that thou mayest be well here; we flat-
ter opurselves with oringing thee bnok to thy Tort; thou art the master to
do what thou shelt consider suitable; we will come to seek thee, so eoon
an thou shalt wish it, BSpeaking then to the Mandans: We are leaving our
father: take preat care of him and of all the French; learnto know them:
they know how to do eéwerything; he is a spirit; we love and fear him; do
1ike ua, We leave mioch grieved at the theft which has been commited on
our father by entering among us; what can he think of us; we can-
not deny that it is an unwort thing, The Frenchmen came to eee us and
you robbed him; we are pleased that our father should be good or it would
not have passed in that way, I do not fear to tell you so; we could have
found the bag had he wished it; ; there imp still time if he will, I made
him finish, as I saw the old man was getting heated, C(me of the ¥andan
chiefe answered: Neither I, nor my people have any share in what you nc-
guse us of; I do not answer for others; T am vexed enough: I have had
eveEry search mmde by my Young men; I have w nothing to reproach my-
gself with, Who knowe if 1t is not an Assil oine? There were some of
both in the crowd: thou cankt answer for nothing. DPe not uneasy as to
what regards our father and all his people; he ig here master am if he
were at home. We beg him to number us among hip children, Thie I did at
once, by putting my hands on the hesd of each chief, which is the usual
ceremony, answered by loud shouts of joy end thanks. I then said to the
Assinibvoines: 1 am sending four Frenchmen to my fort to give my newe
there: I recommend you to get them to that place up soon as you cam, I
have left powder in the willage and all that is neceassary to have them
brought. The council ended with loud thanks from both parties, As the
Aesiniboines did not yet speak of leaving, slthough they had purchased
all they were able to do, such am painted ox-robes, deer skin, dressed
Puckskin, and ornament furs and feathere, painted feathers, and peltry,
wrought garters, cireleg for the head, girdles, These people dress leath-
er better than any otheM of tne nations, and work in furs and femnthers
vyary tastefully, which thﬁiﬁssinihﬂinen are not capable of doing. They
are cunning traders, cheating the Assiniboines of all they may poncess,
such ag muskets, powdsr, balls, kettles, axes, knives or awls. Seeing the
great consumption of food daily by the Assiniboines, and afraid that it
would not last long, they set afloat a rumpur that the Sioux were near
and that several of their hunters had noticed them, The Assiniboines fell
into the trap and made up their minde guickly to decamp, not wishing to
be obliped to fight. A Mandsan chief let me understand by & sign that
the rumou® about the Bioux wae to get rid of the Assinibeoines, At six in
the morning they all left in great hamte, believing the Bioux were near

and fearing that the road might be blocked up. The chief with I had
lodged brought five men to remain with me, sgying: My father, e that
you will i join us fer a little, (At l\.l.ﬂ.l.n.afﬁéj,. Hcﬁt-n-&a.,
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