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INDIANS OF THe FReNCH FUR TRADERS A0 eXPLORCRS Time.

Peltite Reynardsl |ittle foxes &f Yerendrve |742,
In the present wrlter opinlion Verendrye's Lros Ventres of
the praries were the Atsinas and were the western cerivatives
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f ol the Fox nation because of the fcllowing considerations,

The Atslinas [lke the western Foxes are of the Algonguin
lingutstic stock.

The name Petlite Revnards scems to imply that they weee

a parf of the Fox nation toeund by Verendrye in 1742 in
the Rlack HiTls In close proximity ta fthe Black Feet his
"Beaux Hommes®, In twe villages respectively bwa anc
tour dif¢sifrom them drd nedrer to them than anv other na
natlon encountergd on his route were the Atitnas who
were in subseowvent years Friends ond nelghbers of the
Bleckieet unti| o century and o quarter they were pl sced
on the sarme reservallen in N. Montana. | 869-70 the
Asiinibolns hecame their neighbors by beling pléced on th
s$dme reiervations s

ihe Atsines ownname for themselves was "Aa ninegna” sald
to mean white clay people while it 1z s34id of the Foxes
that the upper part ot thelr body was pointed and often
the print ol & hand in white clay wes mirked on bhe back
or shoulders"iHalk Amer. Ind. | ppe 113 £473)

Lt Iy possible that & part ot the Foxes hao gone to the
Far wesht because they hed concelived & hatred ot the Fr.
on account ot the ald they had given to the Chippewas
and other by turnishing them fire arms and becovse they
gathered the various Fribes ter the purpose ot destroy=-
ing the Foxese ~ It was this tribe that In 1712 planned
the attack on the Fort ot Uekralt® 11 56 they
seem to have torgotten that hatred In Ytheir western homes
or else they did not recognlze Verendyes part as of the
enemybut It mav be that the [ IttelFoxes ammigration to
bhe tar west had preceded the Fox contect with the French
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JPOURHAL OF LAVERENDRYE, 1738-33. (Tranelation,) Extracted from pages
1 to 29 of Report on Canandian Archives by Douglas Brymmer, Archivist.

1883, (Ottawat 1860,) | The ¥reonch original of the Jourmel is on alternate
left-hand pages; the Traneletion, on alternate right-hand pagesgef Report)]
N NORTHEWESTERN EXFLORATIONS.
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Journal in the form of a letter, iroem Lhe Z20ih of %uly. 1738, date of
my departure from Michilimeskinak,' to ¥ay, 1739, sent to Marquie de Beau-
harnois, Commander of the Military Order of St, Louls, Governor and Lieu-
tenant Genaral of the whole of New France, lande and country of Loulsiana,
hy his very humble servant Laverendrye, lieutenant of a compamyol the de-
tachment of the marine in Canada, commissioned by his orders for the dis-
govary of the Western Sea,

I had the honor, Bir, last year to notify you of Ey departure irom Migh-
ilimakinak in six canoes, twenty-two men, eo fitted out ae to be capable
of making great speed, 1 reached the flat lande on the morning of the
firet of August, the twelfth day after leaving., 1 stoppefl there about ¥
three huurajtu speak to the Indians as your representative, I found there
only the chief ot tine Gamenestipouya, & few old and a few young people, 1
had already known that Lhey had all left to go among the Sioux, I enused
to be apsembled what men there were, made them n present of tobacc d
whent, which they value more than merchondise, -whieh is given o them
.cheap, I began my speech by finding fault with tnem Ior polng to war agal-
nat the word they had givwen me last year when pagsing awmony them, to under-
take nothing till) my return; that 1 brought them your word that you were
not for the present inclined to have war; tosi evéry one should kesp qui-
et on his lands; that wyou had your reasons for this; you would have them
warned if you required their eervices, I then communicated news, about
whiwh they are very curicus?

The chiel answered me at once: Ny f#ther, be not vexed with use; parties
have been ralsed against our will, It ie the Canard (Duck, Indian name
of ¥, IaPlante) who wighed it, to tell the truth, speaking with fine pre-
sents from our gather, which thou sesst here with us? We did not wien to
listen, expecting thy return; we are not children Lo have two words; thou
hast been long with us; thou shouldest know us; we have alwaye been altach-
ad to our father; we shall always bte so, I encouraped tinem in these good
gispoeitions, to listen after this only to chiefs entrusted with your
orders, to hunt well in order Lo supply the wanta of their fnmilies, that
the French would bring your bounty toc them upon their own land. 1 bade
them adien, wishing to take advamtage off the good weather for the Test ol

the day, I arrived on the 5th ot Gamanestigouya, 1 hed your orders pub=-

t
lighad and left a copy with the French who kert the foxt, Eﬂnﬂﬂrniﬂﬂgsﬁﬁl
post and that of Tekamamihouenne,, On the 22d of the present monih I

a

ar; Mofisolly, W a small band, who was expecting me near

the little etraipht on the esid Inke, They begred m¢ to camp early to

ive th EWE 1._? id oo and made them a presont in your pome
Eu ed to U, de Iamarque, who was to arrive tnere at an early day,
1aft on the morning of the féth, snd went to the Lake Tekamamihouenne,

to them the replise whith you had had the goodness to make to their specch-

es to Keep guiet for the present, fte take pood care of their lande, so
that Lhe ¥rench, who came from so long a distance to supply their wants,
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ghould always Tind the road open. The chief answerad me; 1 thank thee,
my father, for having had pity on us, 1 will carry the news to all our
people who are gone for the wild rice; I shall make them joyful at toy re-
furn and in relating to them the will of pur fatgher, with the words thou
hast brought and the account which the old man has given me, ag well of
our father ne of gll he has seen below, Thou wilt find many pepple ot

thy fort of Lake of the Woods; all the chiefs expect thee, In Tinishing
my speech to them, I recommended them to continue very faithful to the
Franch, not to forget your words, to huni well, so as to satisfy the trad-
ars, He answsred with loud acclamations of pEatitude, asspuring me that

he would never forpet all that I had told him, I did my best Lo encourgge
him mnd went to Fort St, Charles, Lake of the Woods, On the Rlst I did
not find Iacolle, chief of the Monsony; I sent to notify him, Wishing to
speak to all the chiefe topether, I deferred ppepking to them till the

srd of September, when I collected all thehead men in my room, and mede a
present in your name to the three chiefs, olle, Lamicoine and leChenail,
of whom I have sgeveral times spoken in my previous journale, 1 began by
the anewers to their speeches, which you had had the goodness to make,
emphasizing strongly each par ra¥h, in order to make them understand the
(kindness] you felt for them; thai alllyou had sllowed them was well ae-
gured to them, so long as they on thelr side should be cbedient to your
word, I lmew that the old man whom I had brought with me, entrusted with
their words, although with empty hands, had made a faithful report to them
of the kindness [you] had shown him; he constantly sen inur praises;

that they had a good father, who ghould be pleased
vy doing his will, IaCclle answered for all the othere, that he did not
cense to weep for gon and all the Frenchmen; that the lake waa still
red with their blood , which called for wvenpgeance, which he had not been
able to take as he wished, i& as not for them, people without intellect,
to ask your remsons for keep E:quiet for the present; that they were
obedient whildren; apreed Lo :.rcrﬁr will; would I{EE]!‘a‘iI' lands aa you
ordersd them, still hoping that you would obtain vengeance at pome future
time for the miserable stroke the Sicux had made on their lands. However,
you were the master to punish or to pardon; that he thanked you in the
name of 8ll anag prayed {:u to acknowledge them as your true children;

that they would always faithful to us; you ordered them to keep thelr
lande; that was to their interest. Lemicoine gave Ernfuse thanks for the
graat care I had had of his brother, It wae the old man whom I had
brought with me that he had learned gpif he would never see him more,
begrzing me to assure you of his gratitude; that whilat he lived he would
not forget the Egiﬁki u hed done to his brother; that it would be for

him and his to beE, ched to the French; that my return had orought joy
to all; that their joy would not be long continued, as according Lo +
mis brother had told him, I was going to winter a long way off; that he
prayed me not to abandon them; if T wished to pgo far away Ifrom them tfo
ieave one of my children; that he wighed it was in hie power to follow
me; that he would do so heartily; that his brother and his nephew who
expected to follow me, would take his place, I encouraged them to kee
their word and to hunt well to eupply the wants of theiT families; thal I
wag going further on; that was your will: I wigshed to inorease the number
of your children; that I left my eldest son with them in my place, who
vag adopted by the natiofs and would inform them of your words, The
council ended with many thanks, I then thought of preparing to leave;
had my son received as comuandant in my abeence, and had an order publigh-
ed, Taking the two others with me, I deferred leaving until the 1lth

of Beptember, weiting fer ¥, Lamnrgue, to whom I had promised not to St
hasten, @0 as to give him the copportunity of jolning me, he having prom-
iged me at Hichilimalknsk to make huste, &0 that he might come with me in
the autumn for the discovery of the Mandans, who were Iormerly called

Ouachipouanne, according to the Moneony, Courtchouatie; Crees, Mandanss
L
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these are the names of the nation, Seeing on the l8th of the month

that he had not arrived, and everything being in pood order, as well

at the fort as for my departure, I left on the lith, as J hive alreandy
gtated, Noping thst he would join me soon Lo come with me, 1 arrived at
Fort Marpas [Eaurepas] on the 22nd, where I had the arms examined, pub-
lighed wyour orders concerning the said post, gave a copy of it to Er,
Lari1iﬂre, clerk to these gentlemen, and melecter if?ﬂ of his men to come
with me, As I had agreed, I left nine men with MrSfarividre, I went to

tha fork of the Aslliboilas giniboined on tha =4 where 3 d
ten Cree hute and two war nhﬁgfa, who uxpeu%eu me , wgin"a“qﬁﬂntf¥¥“uf e

meat, having been notified that I wae coming? They begped me to agree to
Temain, to nave the pleasure of seeing us and of piving un something to
eat, I sgreed, being happy to epesk to them, T sent Tor the two chiefs
in my tént, I Inmew ThAt thay went evely year Lo the Ensligh: it had been
reportec to me that there was one who had recelved a btelt from the Enplish
to play a bad trick on the French, I told the one who had been accused
everything that had been s&id of him, 1 had the honour of writing to you
lagt year from Eichilimakinak; of the rumours current on tha subject? He
angwered: My fuather, I know there are muny envious =en who spgak sgeinst
me; I have not been to the English for more than six years, I sent, ine
deed, during the last years that the French abandoned us, and it was ne-
CABBATY sto have out wante supplded, Ask those who ha¥e been on my account,
who are s 1T they have heard of any such accusation, T can sssure
thee the Englishman is gulet and does not speak of the French, They are
liars who have set these rumours oflomt, Thou will know the truth in time.
S0 long as the French ahall hold our lands here, we promise thee not to
go elspewhere, I made them a small present to encourage them to kéep thelf
word; I told them everything I had said to the others, as well your orders
ag the news, Our old man then pave a great account cf nis journay, whioch
afforded them much tleasure. The chief whom I had accused said to me:

My father, we thank thee that thou hast epoken well below to our father
for ue; we know that he hoe had pity on us By sending to us Frenchmen on
our lande to supply our wanip; we will keep guiet ae he désires; the
gigux should do the same} our hearts are ptill slok for thy son who cama
the first to build a fort on our lands; we loved him much; pp I have once
already been at war to avenge him; I have destroyed only ten huts, which
is not enough to satiafy us; but now our fatherfhas ordersd us to lwep
quiet; we shall do go, He then asked me where I intended bto go; that the
Hiver Asainiboine wae wvery low; that we ran the risk of meking our canoos
useless; thet we were poing among people who did not know how to kill the
beaver, and covered themeekves only with px skin, which we did not need,
They ware a people without intelligence, who had never sesn the French
and could not know them., I answered thaf I wisched to go in the sutumn
among that nation of whites nho had been so much spokan of; that I would
ascend the river as faxn I could to put myselfl in a nosition to make

my journey acoording to orders; that I wisched to incresse the number of
our children to lsarn to t on the Ansinibtoine and to give them intel-
leot, and that r sewhels u dost run a grest risk
my father, %ﬂatn%ﬁ% Eﬁﬁbea Ei!iﬂlggwglaﬁm Y 'ThE¥E are many AﬂsEn %uinﬂq,‘
it ig true, bBut they do not know how to hunt beavers; I wish that thou
ghouldest give them intelligence, 71 left on the P&th, My old man asked
me to remain a few days with the Crees, who urgently asked nim to remain
with them and that he would rejoin me shortly, As he had his wehiecle I
eonsented willingly, and recommended him to encourage these people to
hunt well, to ecarry proviaions to the French forts and to keep their word
not to go to the English, FHe told me that he would speak to them as well
as he gould, and that he hoped I would be satisfied, I found the water
very low, there having been no rsin lsst summer, The river {lows from
the weet, winding about greatly, wide, with a strong current and many
sand bars; it is lined with fine woods on the banks and the prairies ex-
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tend beyond sight, through whose extent are many cattle and deer, I

chose to go by land, following the prairie: with the uselsgs people in

the canoes. The road is much shorter by the prairies; several points

of the river are cut at once, mnd a straight road can be kept; game ia
along the river in great abundance., I had not marched long without meet.
ing several Asainiboines who, having been warned that I was ascending
their river, came to meet me, I still kept on my road, deferring to speal
to them on their own landa, The company was increasing daily. I marched
81X days, making pgood use of the time, ©n the avening of the #nd of
Oetober the Indians nolified me that I could not ascend the riyer further,
the water being too low; that my cances could only pase the woodse, Pros-
vided 811 the paople were at the portage which goes to the Lake of the
Prairies, for this is the road of the Amsinibeines in going to the Bnglish,
Being heregy thou wilt stop everyone; thou wouldest go to the Mandans: thow
art close to the road. I consulted what we should do, believing that we
were about sixty leapues from the fork by water and about thirty-five to
fort imnd, by taking the prairies. ALl present, seeing that we could
not further and that we ran a great risk of damaging our canoces so
that we could not leave, being in a place without reésources for repairing
Ahem, having neither gum nor resin, felt that it was more puitable to re-
main in a place where there was plenty and which was on the road to go to

the:Bagiion. atone el TRRR0T ) UESINER 087 HECBSRTRE BPOLRIsBETOON:

to seleot an advantagsous place to build a fort, which IYmade them begin
immediately., I still hoped that M, de la Marque would come to join me,
If I had gone higher up he would not have been able to find me, I spoke
to the Aspiniboines whilst they were bullding an oven, 1 assembled them
#d near my tent, made them a present in your name, of powder, ball, tobace
¢o, axes, knives, paring-knives, awle, the whole much walued among those
whno are in great need of everything., Thay receive: me with great cerea
mony; many with tears in testimony of their joy in exchange for their g7

griefs, 1 received them among the number of your children, giving them
afterwards full instructions respeoting your orders, repeating them seve-

ral times in order that they might comprehend, That appeared to give
them great pleasure, They thanked me pgreatly, promised to do wonders, 1
recommeénded them to inform the Assiniboines of the Red River that thare
werse Frencomen among them; that the French would not abandon them; so 1
a8 they had intelligence they ought to know the kindness you had for them
sénding them what they needed from such a distance; that their relatiwe,
e old man, whom I had brought with me, could tell them what had taken
plage with up daily, He,in truth, spared nothing to inform them and to
teach them what 1t is to have to do with the French; all ended in great
weeping and thanke, BSome days after, I secured a guide whom, with others,
I pald 1o accompany me on my search and to carry the baggage. On the ev-
ening of the 9th Mr, de Ia Marque with the 8Sieur Nolant, his brother, and
eight men in two canoes arrived, which gave me much asure, I teati-
fied my gratitude to Mr, de la Marque for the troubld Fnd taken to bring
us reinforcements; I gqueationed him if he had left nan¥ ople at Fort
Bt. Charles, lake of £ Woocda, and whom he had left a ory ¥aurepas ,He
answered me that¥he had left sight men at the first with two traders,
having brought all the canoes he had, not because he hoped to be able to
load them, mot having bean abla to bring the heavy goods, but that he had
promised he would join me, and did not wish to break his word, that 1
requirsd people for my expedition, that he had brought them, without inmju-
ry to himself, not reguiring his people during the winter, I thanked him
telling him that if he joined in our expedition he would be saved, him-
self and 21l his people, the expense until the{hiuturnul. He told me he
wished to share tﬁ: exyense, I answered that t copld not be, it waa
encugh for me that he supplied the men and himself without the neceseity



