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CHAPTER.EE 1Y

SARLY VRENCE (UESTS 0¥ OVERLAND ROUTES AND OF TRADE WITH NEW MEXICO, -
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Eincs about ﬂha Eaginn1ng nI thu aighbunnth century it had Huuﬁ ths =
desire of the Prench, and one of tbe special objects of the Company of
the I“@b“ tn bring the Mississippi valley into commercial razlalions
with both the Tndians of the Far West and the Epaniards of hbortherm
Mexico, Tndeed, French parties under HE the Chevaliar of EL, Eﬂniﬁﬂbr
acting siWsualxisiet for thot Eedgexs ewt company, succesded in crossing-
bhe Tekxas frontier as early as i7i8 and 1747, and in reaching the
Pregidio and Mission of San Juan Bautista (oo the west of tbe Ric
granie,below Bagle Fass), bringing with Lhem in the latter year & con-
siderable guantity of merchandise, But tke Spanish policy wie nd.
varse to their proposed traffic and their expeditions failed of their e
principal object,
The forts of the French to open trade between hﬁﬂ*ﬂiﬂ!iqsipji %
ralley and New Mexice, were equally unsucesssful, 2nd prior to 1738 . o
_ ; wm 2& Hun resull jn the diseovery of Lbe much-sought~for route Lo -
Santa Fe, A8 early a=s 11ﬂa, twanty French Canadians 5 left the v;llngm-_igi
of tke Tamaroas in the Tllinois country,with the avowed purpese of
finding the Way to New Mexico, trading for piasires, and secing tLhe
mines of whiah & ‘the _Indians L had told Lham}® In:tﬂl!iii!ﬁﬁ; Amung two

/ K *CJoin wam sxce d}ngly au1ruu }n the %%1inﬂia uuuntrs in those sarl
] Vdays, aAnd inﬂuaﬁ oy decad after ase ﬂan'mi'l.nu must have started
ag ﬁnri;ﬂau 1703, since thn knuﬂlaﬁgu of thair go 5 had Lo travel
from T rnaa t& Frange previous to the writing uf tIbarvilla's
aller fii which letier was dated from La Hochells,
kfff{ffﬂ#fffﬂfﬂ?ﬁ' rance, February 16 lTﬂE_f and the news was
| probably delayed at Mobile, Lte then eapilal of Louisiana, if not
| ;,,13._1 al 5t Jnmingu whioch sesms Lo have bsan i Eﬂrt of call for nhip:
E hnund #ithur frun TANCE tn Louisiana or viee YerSa. . - - e
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1€, 1706, there was a L, g - kad baan in Lthe Missouri river scountry,

canoe-londs of YOyngeurs a?firiqg at Mobile from the Illinois November
He gave confused information of the course hao had travellad, of the
nations that inhabited.”it, and of the establishments of the Spaniards
on the frontiers of New Mexico, Cn the 10tk of April, 1706, Lhere
oume Lo Mobile, in a partyof fifty who had come down from the upper
Mississippi, two French Canadians who during two years (mot necessari-
1y the two yoars immsfislely preceding thelr coming Lo Mobile) had
wandered from ons J#ian natien to anolher in Lthke counbry drained by
the Missouri, and who,after having been near some Spanish mines, kad
atopped at an Indian village (Cuartelejo?) from whiok had gone out,
enly just bafore, casgued and ¢uirassed Spaniards who had come Lhither
to trade for buffalo hides wherewith Lo make harnesa for mules, Wheth-
ar Laurain or these two Canadians were of Lhe Lwenity who leflL Lhe
Tamaroas village for Hew Mexico in 1702, we do not lknow, There is
apparently no evidencs that any of that twenty reached Santa Fe, aipifisav
unless, perchance, the "French guide™ who, Esecalants =zays, nccompanied
Vi{llasur's expadition from Eanbla Fe aastward, may have been one of
them who Esd rescked the New Mexican capital and,for nearly two .
degades, ramainad there,

Whather mny.uf the party from Tamaroas village succewnded in reaching
Santa Fe or not, Canadians, in emanll bands, were on the Missouri at
least as early a5 1700-'05.* and probably before 1700, trading with

*Ne BEourgmont, As stited elsewhere kersin, began his residence in
tke Missouri Indian viglaga EFaaﬁmnhly ag » trader, in 1708, Le Susar
wisited and traded with b8il e Missouries and the Kansas in 1705
At the end of the summsr of 1704, there were,from the establis menf at
Waibash alone, and who had fnrmuriy been Lkererunder The ordsra of
Sisur de dJucheraasu (deceased the previous autumn), 4in the Mississippi
and Missouri valleys, 110 Canadians,scattered in bands of seven or
eight; and Covernor hienville wrbte, September 6 1704, that it would

.%f““ the #fﬂr hg Jgief auutgua of dnta
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the Indians, trapping, s e ol o o ol o s o o vl o o hunting and —>

—exploring, and in 1708 kad ascendsd it Lo a distance of Lhree or four

kundred leagues, iintil after the first Lhird of Lke sightesnth
QHHi]iii-iﬁ.ﬁ“' believed by many that 4 good route Lo New Mexico would
be found by following up the Missourl river to its then unknown source.

tnguccesefnl efforts had been made by the French gﬁ:ﬁi;%ﬁiﬁ:ﬂﬁ;ﬁ;:;;;z
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Leaving the South fork of the Platte on the 15tk of June at the

mouth of Lodgepole creeck,in whal is now the northeastern corner of
Cnolorado, they struck to Lhe soutk, Lhrough Lhe easlern border-region
of the same state, Crogsing almost daily one or more of the
numerous sources of the Kansas river, and Lhe ssason being Lhal of Lhe
Juna freshets, it ie little wonder that they dubbed the Arjekarce fork
Mihe River of Amxieties", and lost seven horses loaded with merchan-

dise in the Main or South Tork nf Lha Rﬂpu‘l:rlica- :]:,.u_j‘&l‘i._ M
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juurnamhad travelled LEE 1ﬂagu.aa “from the Pawnae vill ages,
and were now 110 leagués from Santa Pe, Lhey reached the Arkaosas ?
river, am:l on the rocks bordering it they found the first signs of the
span;a.rda. Up this river they travelled for five days. Thﬂ:.r Beom
Fto have struck it a litile balow the mouth of the Big Sandy and to :
h.:.';'u left it & little below Lhal of the Furgatory, '
Tha a:rpaditmn wae now.orossing the greast uuuner of the Comanches,
e MMHH' one of Lthe Jinrllln Apaches, hﬁi- N |

ﬁ.
-:iunl'.lg.r. before the advent thither of the Arapaho, Ehﬂ}r{.‘nna and other

northern tribes, the upper Ariansas and South Platte valleys, in fact

all of present Colorado esst of the Roecky mountains, and western

H.Ei"ﬁ'a a5 well, was a portion of the vast Comanche empire, Aneientiyf,

?T. -.E*E alen, Lhe woodeéd cduntry on and surrounding the head.wateras of Lhe
c

anadian river, though often invaded by the Comanches, was Lhe specia
Eﬁ? home of the Jicarilla Apaches,and was known as fthe forestc of Lhe .
s
F
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ﬁ%xiaarillu.a": and though the Indians of the latter nation were coneid- !

:1.“:_ ?ﬁ ered "gentilea™ by the Spaniards,owing to some success of tho latter's
Tprinﬂtﬂ among them in the sevenbteenth century, while the Comanches r!,.ﬂ

E: = were c¢alled heathen, the Jicarillze were,nevertheless,in a situation 3
Ey Euha.l. compalled .thum to sultivale relatiocna,not only with Lhe Spaniards ?E
5 on the ons hand,but also with Lhe Comanches on the olher, As they ' ';‘.;
Lf‘ could not long please either without displezsing the other, they were } E
j zpt to be in hot water alternately with each, In 1700, they bad Ml E
ti_;.‘ bean disloyval to the Speniards by harboring Spanish refugesaj] and Lo L
bﬁ‘ teach these and ather genliles the lesson thought neaded on this score, Ei
, "one Miguel Cutierriez was sentenced Lo be shot and his head stuck on
L'-r' a pole", mapm Eampzaftprmsansissxasdmy In 1724, the village of Jica-
ft rilla, their ancient stronghold, 37 leigues noarthezast of Taoe, was
F; : ﬂaclrau:I apd utterly destroyed by the Comanshes, who forsed Lhke Jiczril-
R
™
L

"a.a "to give up half their women and children, .......b0urned the Kk
éplace. and killed all bul 68 men, two women and three boys", (Hancroft)¥. .
F Rﬂf those who wora thnﬁ the village, By Lhis snd nuhnaquant I'nm.a.n.uhe ¥




agressjion, the Jicarillae seem to have beon banjshed,for the rest of

Lhe century,from their old home-lands inm Hhiiﬁﬁ%%gnifi:fégﬁhtha
Maxwell Grant" and Colfax county, New Mexico, end to have fled west of
the Sierra, taking refuge in the cafions and mountains betwesen Taos and
Picuris, where, according to the Epanish ME report of Don Josd Cortes,
ag Lranslated in Volume III of the Pagific Raillwasy Surveys, many of
thepspde tribe were still living in 1799. A Jesuit mizsion,
founded for the Jicarillas in 1733 on RHio Trampas,about five leagues

4
north of Taos,and abandened in 1'?4{’ R P S g S
A - = =
extant at the time of the Malleb expedition, M Iﬂmﬁ Bagslr
On Lthe Arkansas river, July Oth,1730, the Mallet party fell in wilh ?1:
a village of the Comanches, to which they gave a small present, To.
ceiving some venison in return, fonceiving that this village bead

unfriendly designs, they encamped a league from it, on the &th,
when Lhs Franch were ahout to leave Lhe Arkangas, thore came to Lham
from Lhe Comanche village an Arjckaree slave, with Lhe mesonge Lhat
the Comanches had a mind Lo wipe Lhem out, The Fronchmen

aent him back with word tLhat



5, g

his masters had only to come and that they would wait for tham, But
tre Tomapohces made po povarsnt:, nmd tnos Arickarse, havinege returnsd to
tEe Fronohmen apd informed them that ne nad formerly bocn & slave ip
llow Mwxico and ¥pew thke road trhithor, thkoy persuaded him to sccompany
tker a3 guide, ropresentine theat thoy miskt bo sble to procure him
his: liberty, o this day, tke 6tk of July, they douvled their

usual day's jourmey, travaslling ton leapgnes, tﬂugﬂffEWEF a3 posaible
from the Jomanohas,

Troir romts from ths Arkansas wos ﬁuusgwuutwmrﬂ, perhaps not differ-
ine greatly fromw the wagon-route whick lecds up botwzen Rule
erack and the Purgatory, and tround thoe kesd of 3mith's,or Pesled Fing,
ganon, tuv Emery sap or Trinchera s pasa.”® Samping,on tke 12th,at

3outhern REodlway,

*fear Trinohera pnss and through Emsry gap, now passss the Nolorade

tke foot of the Haton ramge (probably at the west end of the Meaa de
Maya), whick they eoalled "the first mountain", the 14tk found them on
tke upner watcrs of the Canzdisn, whkick thoy oalled "riviere Rouge",

a translation of the names, "Rio fOolorado™, by Hﬁlggfgnﬂ itz Tondian
equivalents, tke unoper Ganadinp haa for twoe or three conturies boon
kpown tu the 3vaniards and westurn aboriginies, Twenty-oneg leapnoss
from thers they found Toos apd the mission of Plouris, Word of
their coming kaving besn sent shead, the commandont of Sfiawpdsl Taca
ssnt out t¢ ther mutton apd fine wheat broad, and when they waras
witkin a leagus of Picuris, ths ocommandont ond the padrsa oame out to
mest thsm, amd the hardy zdventurers were weloomed with thre ringing of
alle, Go July 24th,they reacked 3anta ¥e, whers they war: hospitab-
1y reoedived, The object of their coming being inguired by the gover-
ner, Panl Mallst replied that thedr purpese wos to Introducs commerce,
in viaw of tie oloee union that thkorsz wae between the scrowns of Franos

and of 3Jpadn, Though suoh trade wos of the preatest importones to
heir isclated and comfortless ocommonwsalthk, and was grently desired
by the loonl authorities and veople of Hew Mexieco, and though the
¥renchkmen waras treated with ovory aun:idniagiun by th:un ii :aubfuund

at 3 n @ a oommuniaatio 0
EE%E“EE’ ‘”n'iﬁﬁlythiﬁ”@:nn’?%?*??gﬁrnﬁ' Elur: being bn uiu u:ri?au
3 ysar, sach way, belwoen 3apta #¢ and tE-.u City of Mexioo, Tha
viceroy's reply waa to try tv engage Lhe Mropehmen t0 remain in Lhe
conntry, and there was bhelieved to bo o plan of smploying them to dis-
gover a country threc months' travel to Lhe westward, whers, according
to Indian trndition,there wers men who wors s5ilk eleiking and l1ived in
large cities by tke sea co28%, dut tke ¥ronohien, exoept onme who
kad married in New Kaxico, prefarred to return; whieh seven of thom
did, after receivine 2 frienmdly letter to the autkobities of New

france, in which it was hinted that if thoy camz azzin witk souds,
they skould bs furnished withya pessport from the povernor, ac that
thedr merchandiss should not be subject to confiseation,
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The names of Lthis parly, as given in the ecertifjeale furnished te
the Meliet brothers by Gensrazl Juan Peel Hurtauu, Lieutenant .Governor

of g axic . %ﬁ‘ ﬁai; EEriurE from 51?% FE'-:;:IM—
wﬁp ﬂﬂrarat erre ang Pa allet,brothers, I ippﬂ obhi®aille, uis Norin

Michel Eeslot, Joseph Bellecourt and Manuel Gallien, crecles of Canada,
and Jean Da?id of E pe. Gallien's trus ba tianal name was, oours
T O e R e
¢al Judge of New Mexico, sent by the Teturning Mallet brothers to Phre
de Beaubois, of New Orleans, reqguesting the latter Lo obtain and send
him a lot of gooda listed in his acocompanying invoice, the number of
persons in the Mallet party Sifffddd was said to be nine, This was
apparently an inzdvertencyj for in connection with the statement, Lhe
names of the supposed nine are given, amd they counk up only eight,
which are as followai"Pierra and Paul brothers, Lz Rose, [Ihilippe,
Bellecourt, Petit-Jeazn, OGallien and Moreau', In this list we sec
the eolloguial Torms of the names of Lhe Mallast company, Pierre and
raul Mallet and Fhilippe Robitzille wers commonly cizlled by their
firaslL or baptismzl names} Jomeph EBelleoourt wnd Menuel Gellien, by
their second or surnamesj Michel Beslot was cilled, after 2 common
French fashion, by the sobriquet,"La Reosa™, by which sobriquet he is
also constanktly diiignated in Sieur de Pihrr’l letters of 1742, givaen

in Ma 'a na except the L % d
n TErY ﬂ:;;; %EF 1le aﬁ;& he 1ig “iﬁﬁﬂe by
his full proper nam auph Beleau"j; ELnuia Mo in was

familicrly known hg th variant-sobriquet, "Moreau", used not only by
,but. 2lso by Lhe M2llet brothers,in their journily; -ty
anﬁﬁJuan David {prﬂperly dJean Dayid d'Alais, from Lhe mining town in
France whenes hu came) wes —apparently from smsllness of stature—
dubbed with the sobhrigquet of "Petit-Jean™, or Little-John,
A 5 niﬂﬁrnﬁh’t’ ﬂtha formal and officiz]l certificate given by
pa Py .0
; Lisuleanant-Gevernor Hurtado Lo the returning Frenchmen, must have been
IFE§%MQF t st the New Mexiecan capilal} yet the erreneous number, “nine",
2 i f qﬁfﬂ%ﬁ'tn Lhwajﬁ'i%% have crept into and remained uncorrectéd
1ﬂ the chhivus ﬂf ganta Pe, which,as cited }ﬁéancrnrt. pantion the
& ' arrival uf nine rrannhnﬁn_ Other Spanish documenls stale Lthal Lwo
§¢ of them hecsme residents of the country, "O0f the two whoe remained,™
j & sayns Bancroft an&i Jean d'Alay, married and beocame & good citizen
“»E'_-lE * |and barber) nfflﬂ""!'i': -tEe-.nL_hur,wm Louis Maries, became
H {nvaelved in troubles,and was shet inthe plaia in Mendoza's Lime™, TIn
4 E the spme connsction, Baneroft notes Lhat "Ehe French crimine]l senlenced
o to death, "sacado el corazon por las uﬂpaldaérf is mentioned by Lhe
B
s governor in a letter of 1743, He also cites avidence which shows
i‘ﬁ that these Fronchmen,or some of them,wers Lemporarily sellled s
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nesr Albuquerque or Isletsa, at a plasce called,after their own country,

Moanad{", but later otherwise namud,

The "Louis Marie" of Eancroft's citation, is avidently Hurtadot's
much named and otherwise much more unforiyna Yiouis Morin"; in other
words, the "Moreau"™ of Lhe Mallets, Tﬂ%ﬁgzéfgrlu Journal —sxtrewe '
gays in the original French, "le nnnmJ Moreau s'astank mnriJ deane e
paya™; so if "Mereau" wae nol "Marie", he was at least "nlria“, which
comes pretty near it. All this aside;—poor fellow! We can but pity kim.

Bancroft's MJean d'Alay"™ is of course Jean David d'Alsis, who ss we
shall presently see,left Santa Po with the six other returning Prencha
mgn and reached the Tllinois eountry with two of themy but he socanms
to have returned soon again Lo Santa Fe, and to have married, satiled,
and goneg into business there,

"On the ;at of May,1740," say the Mallet brothers, as traznslated
from the of thelr journal, "the uisecoversrs, Lo tho number of
geven, the one named Morcau having married in the ocountry, left
Santa Fe, with the plan of secking the Mississippi and of repairing to
Hew Orleans by & route different from that whiah they had taken™ on
Lheir weatward Journey,

Their return eastward, wae by o more southerly route, by way of Lhe™
Pueblo of Fecos and from the upper branche= of the river of that nama,
across Lo the Canadian river, on which after following it for thres
days, Lhey separated, thre¢ of them (Bellegourt, Gallien and Jean
David) wishing to regain the route by the Pawnes villagss, returning
thence Lo the Illinois, whioh later advices from the lallsr counbry
to New Orleans showed Lhat Lhey successfully anuumplinhgd: and hi;
1@iﬂw-fnur (the Mallet brothers, with Robita

e S

1ng down the Canadian riv-r, the lower 42-league stretch of _
after they had abandoned their 18 hérses— Lhey descended in two =mall
ela-bark cances made with Lhe only two knives still posssssed by the
party., They resched bthe junobtionm of the Canadian. and Arkansas
rivers —whick thay ¢alled "the Fork" and "the source of the river of '
Lhe Arkansas"—. on tha 24tk of June, 1740, They found living in a .
gabin below the Fork, some OAanadians who were hunting and salbting ment.
Ml frin(al X They sLopped and hunted with these, having sLill re- |
Lained pons ond ammunltioni ane ultimately loaded & canos with salt
meat, with which they made their way down Lhe Arkansas Lo its mouth,
where they reached the Fost of the Arkansas, At this post they
sadm to have remiined through the winter, and,in the fellowing speing,
Lo have resumed their voyuge, going down the Mississippi to New Orleang,
where Lhay arrived in March,

The greabl soithern brinch of Lhe Arkansas, having thus been explorad L3
for practically its whole length by these hardy Canadiuns, eighty wyears ¥
tefora il wuo d&sunnggﬁ*b; ﬁPiPr:Eupg. may. well have been named Lhe
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Canadian , thougkh = short lowsr portien of it had bean known since ey

1719, Béna

rddin Ha pe  and Bociates having visited it in that year,
from Lhe PnuL of on Red river,

Hesides sp
tha CRnadian
Humboldt and

after we had
rn

but was a branch of the Arkansiss, — Lhe Mallet brolhers had accomplish-|

groatly aﬂiicipnting the pariy of Major Long in exploring
river, and making a discovery whieh the great Haron von
cur own American geographers overlooked [or so many years
acquired Louisiani, —namely, that Lhe Red river of

Hew Mexico was nolt the same as the Red river of Lﬂniﬂlhni,

od, wilk 1ittle adoo, =nd with lhe simple,though in real wildernses 1P

jnﬁnafa highkly. prae Eiuu, ploX-train , *wm

WmbEse- Lhat whieh bthe great Company of the Indies, with Ite piefpise
et inveluable roysl prevogatives, s its auple capital and its

cumbrous political and commercial orgenizatien, bad long found ilself
unable to do,

They had discovered a practical commercial route

from Lhe Mississippi valley to the espital of Wew Mexico, 1!
: o

From tbis time on, by Franch, some Spanish, andi latlerly an incress-

ing number of

al

Anglo-american inhubitants of the Mississippi valley, >

~ . obccaslonal and sporadio efforts were made to cultivate Lrade with New

Moxico and with the Indisne of its esstern fronbtier; unbtil,din 1B2i,
on the downfall of Epanish dominion In Mexieo, the Secknell and

Glenn-Fowler caravans jintroduced & Lraffic Lhat praved permanent,

that Built up flourishing communities on the lowar Missouri,and tpat it
uruaLnﬂ.!ta!rgruut bistoric thoroughfare, Lhan which there ie none 4
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