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CHAPTERTE. 9.
¥ TEE PIEST PLONGH FOET 1IN KANSLS

A snall military and trading post -—celled Fort Ql?lzﬂiliﬂi'l tia
ianter period of its history, bult not in the earlier—,built by the
Pranch government in the decade preceding 1736, was the first fort ?!‘.‘k
establighed within tke limits of the present state of Kansas by 3

-

!
people of European extraction; and except Port COrleans, it was the 3 |
earliest in the Missouri valley, E'_(HL,
II| '1..
l.h

y - o

Jfhe ruins of "a small fort, built by Lhe Prench On an ﬂla?atin-,' ’
w&re noticed by the expedition of Lewis and Clari in 1804h on the Bin: =
Miﬁﬂﬁuri river, a little above the tpper-end of "EBear Medicine ' ??J pre
f&[aland“ and near the site of o fqrmar.Innann Indian villags, By
j# The island hos since become known aE Kickapoo island, and the
village and fort sites ware on the right or Kansae side of Lhe 1N
rivar, near Lhe present Lown of Kickapoo, Kansas,
W In a valley, batween Lwo high pninhahut land, hsd been Lhe
| Kansas Indian village; and on an . elevalion,about a mile in Lie raag
{f the village, had been the foxi, - f
I1? The situation of the foxt ¢uuL§'h! recognized in 1804 “hy a8
yemaing of chimneys and Lhe Egg!ing outline of Lhe fortifiecatd
*TFEJ;EEEEEE"EI'EEE.IE?Ii?inaE]nn were polnted ;EI“IE_Ehnrara

ajor Long's uraat.arn axpedition in 18193 but Dr, James’ n.ue:-nu.nt. 1r1 7BH
no desoription of the ruins as thed E-iufua-rn- at that tima. 1" i'm
e t—ictmy of

_%i?g Ear any indication thaﬁbthay wara Vvie
__ilongte party,— Fut =
! as well as by the fine spring which supn].:i.ml iL with waur"- vlu,E.
! nﬂ vigible trace of the Indian villags Was then preserved, Tt is,
ndged, by no means unlikely thal Lhie village was small, and eon-
merely of a p&rtiun uf-&hlﬁpnnﬂi’hnab:un,brnught down by
} one or, two parbtisans “about the tima of the building of Lhe fort, |
and sewew established there,from the ancient upper and maimﬁilln.:a
aboves Tnispendence cresk (then known as Eetite RividTe des Eamsaz),. |
for the purpose of Wy trade and perhaps in the khope of greater ;-
gaourity from Lheir sesedemt cnemies, TIGSStwrow, Such moving of
their so-called Ypermanent eassh. lodges, or rather, ramoval Lo now
T\ onee in more cnnvunient logations, kas besn no uncommon posurrence
in Lhe history of Lhe Kansas and thellolosely cognate Osages;
and in 1820, for axanpluffiwnaniury later, American Chief's and
“ Hard Ohief's Lands of the Kansas moved to Misaion craak and builb
villages there becausa Fradariuh Choutesn was about bto builo there
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a Lrnd;ng pE s If this was the origin and na ure-ﬁ?'tga lower

Eansas village, oOr “.uaga of Lhe Fort, the guestion of its peTe

manency depended,u 3 unfpr nUﬂnﬂla 135 of pancy of the
fort itself; anﬁﬁ't'h{ Yo Eé%ﬁ %

may well have bean of less substantial I!-D-L&rimlu and construction,
and their raﬂn.mh have besn of more ephemeral characler Lhan Eh_l'_ -
‘earth lodges nf the upper village,

Perrvin du Lac, who ascended this part of the Missouri river in
1802, called it thirty.five miles from the mouth of the Kansas to
the site of the lower &nﬂinMﬂlngu of  the Kaﬁ?ﬁ)ﬁ, and twenty-two
miles Lhence Lo the uppar, others have called it Ir:lrt._r,l to the
lower; Lewiz and Clark mn..ja it Lthirty-seven Lo the lower and
twenty-eigh f“"f"e upper, from which Brackenridge (1811) differed
only by n.dr_'ling a mile to Lhe upper distancej and it may here ba
noted that most of the estimates (whioh range from fifty.seven to
eixty-8ix miles for the combined cdistanca) agraa,sufficiantly well
with the distance of twanty-four Frun&Wnnguﬁa (from the

mouth of the Kansas I'J."."&I‘]. which is El-:l].il:] to have given to the u]:'pﬂ

F = L Ty T g T - '_"_
villape lla nams of "T-I'illa-fa ﬁf the Twenty-fourh,

The exsot ysar in whiokh the 1ittle Prench post of the lower Fangas
Indian village wes first built, is not known, Fort Orlsans, wk 1::1;
had been built by the Compray of the Indies lower down on the river,
al the villages of the Missouries mnd Little Usages, had been sban-
doned, as unprn.fita.t-lu.in or not long aftsr 1727, * After its aban.

{.fT.nMa—j_ "ssn n{:nnunt uf rurt, nrlu.:m. ]

m:mmnt. there asema Lo have besn no further effort on the part of the
Gompany to maintain o post on the Missouri river; and in 1732 ‘the Com.
pany surrendered to the crown of France all of its charter privilsces,
and ite eperations were ended, It was probably moon aftar this, —
in 1733, '4, or 'S, — that the 1ittle fort in the country of the
Kansas was established; and, wsak and dafective as it waa, it meems Lo
Eave been built,and in ite sarlier years ocoupied,wholly as an sstab-
lishmsnt of Lthe crown of PFrance, rather than ac one of government and
nnnuuﬂniunlry jﬂinl ocoupanay,

D'Anville's map’of the Partis wupfrior de 1a Louis i ans' whifch
was drawn in 1732 and was a far mors: than ordinuril;r Eucun.ta pieca |
of cartographionl draughting for thak time, shows Indépendence

ereek, under its old name of "Petits Rivibre des Kansez", and the htuuﬂ'xu#n-

village of the Kansas nation, labeled "Kanses", jusl above the moutn

¢ “of Lhe creek, whers Lewis and Clark found its ruine in 1804: but

this map shows no other village of Lhe Eansas ﬂ"ﬁ?ﬂ&ﬂ-uri rivu:r_-,
and no forl on the river, except Lhe “Rort ifnrlgﬂg n.h[u]d_nnnu_ll |

Eoth Lhe lulfél' village of the Kansas and the fort that was -hui:l.t
b= =0 = - Sl
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f!LELLIHELu to belong only to later annals; and -khey can hardiy

dats farther back than 1733, 1
Though differing from many sarlisr and latsr Prenck posts in beinp
of and for the povernment interests only, this little first post of
the KXansas was 8till 1ike tkem, no doubt, and Iike our own Fort clary®
JELEEE_Fﬂlln"iEEPEEEEEFf a uniind Etates ﬂl!EE_fnniury_an the Hiu:f5
;ﬁ souri,balow the Big Elulrfﬂ-nﬂmhininp: the functions of milditarv fort
and Indian trihing post; for it was the policy of the Frenck crown Lo
cullivate as far as posaible,the jfood graces of the various frontier
Indfian tribes snd to kaep Lthem friendly toward France and toward one
another, In maintaining these lattar conditions, it had, even at
that early day, been necessary Lo ygive some pgovernment attention to |
the institution of Blavery; and restraint of tke Indian slave Lrade
had, indeed, probakly been one of the duties required of the commandant
znd garrison of Port Drltnn%khun that fort was sstablished, the attan-
tion of the French povarnmant having then recently bheen called to Lhas
diananalﬁnikh:t were being sown among the Dorder tribtea by the prac-
tigs, induliged in by many of the irresponsible French hunters and
tradars, of buying Indian slayes and sncouraging ths capturs of the
same by one triba from ancther,
_"In 1741", says Margry :tn ths 'I_:-_';r:;_r,;j,m Francaises#, "the French were

——

'fh__q__L*Vn;, V1, gutroduction, Po Vo =

rafstablished on the river uiauuuri for the purpose of curbing lglin
the traffic ino Indian slavea¥,

To conduot trade witk the Indians, to act mm & sort of court betwaen
Lhem and individual traders or huntere with whoem they mipgkt have dif.
ferences, to restrain the Indian slave trade, Lo prevenlt hostilities,
a5 far as poseible,belwesn the tribtes, and in general to promote their
rood will toward Prance, while heeping up a show of Prance's claim to
the great stretoh of wilderness that separated ker own frontier set-
tlsments from those of Spain; were probably,then,the purposes of its
building and the functions that were exercised by the little new post
among the Eansas,~so0 long,at leasl,as it remained purely a government
institution; whick was from its foundinpg,until 1748,

I'risr to 1745, the post seems not Lo have been completed Lo a size
g2 large as originally planned., The nans of the post,in this first
period of its sxistence, is unknown, Like tha Fost of the &rhanaasf

“pogt of tha Nassonites! and soms others, it may kave besn 2 nams de-
rived simply from the nation ALp@d at wbich the fort wes establisked,

' #111 be shown later, it was probably ool until the beginning of
1745, whan Lhs fort was complelsd or enlarged, that the name "Fort
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Cavagnial® was given to it,

Asids from tke inference of ils snallness snd incompleteness prior
te 1746, drawn from the conditions specified in that year (as recited

telow), in granting the D{?;uiultlu monopoly, the only amadvices we have

gonearning this post or its affairs, in thie early period of its

history, relate to 1735 and 1741, The ditem of 1741 has already been
noted; and from Mfapeiadalsupirpll Nargry's UTiliheE again we gather that

this post was in sxistence, and presumably cocupied by a small
earrison, during 1736, since a foclnote jn Volums VI of that work
{p.228) indicates Lhat the only surviving son of the Sieur de St.
Anpge was then its comBandant,

This commandant’s brothar (whose name is supposed tg have been
Fierre Groson de 5t, Ange) was Lilled in the latter part of Mey,173a,
in the dissstrous defeat of Lhe Prenck by the Chickasaws in which
D'Artagustts, Sovernor of the Illinois, togelher with ths young and
gellant Sisur de Vincennes® and Lhe Jesuit Senal, also lost Ltheir

et

#Jean Baptists Bissot, Sisur de Vinsannes; reputed nepkew or brother-

in-1aw of Joliet; in the Miami country from 1704. (Harpar's Ene.U.5.

Hist,) =
1ives; and in ths nﬂnLh *ulluwing, thn Eleur de &L, Angu rlquuatnd

for hia remaining son, commandant of the post on the Missouri,
the lisutenancy made ?lﬂlnt by the death of Vinesnnes,®

*ﬁh{thtﬁ'lu-ii Bt én?n dﬂ Hullurivu WS Eivtn Lhi! 31lutlnnnur when
us EI ueste E t or hh EE?H Ittihi 3 the prualEt

o an & L
itar im uE ufuni 300 u u w n&hqnﬂ rte EE r? ar

§§;£E& br b8 Fe iz on page A1bach s

, k8 iB rnftr: to asg "Lisutenant of n dsiached
| eompany —of Marinas, Commandant of Fost Vincennes",

- ——

This commandant was no other than Louis S5t, Ange de Sellerive,
the sama who in ‘1724, in capacity n%l!_,liju-r, had accompanied the
Gommandant Sieur de Bourgment's memorable expedition from Fort

OUrleans (of whick post the Tather of young 5t, Ange nad peideomeipl
ks been left as temporary commandant in the absence of DJe Eourg-
mont) teo thquiiihgm of the Twenty-four, and thence,witk his Tndian

allies,ncross the Flains by way of the Eansas river Lo the great
village of the Padoucass in what is now western Kaneasj and the
sams 3t, Ange who wae Lhe lapt Prench commandant of the Tllineis,

\he agent who,for WPanse, turngld ofbF LB The Sritish Captain Stérling

and kis Highlanders én tke 10th of October, 1765, withddawing his
garrison then across Lhe Mississippl river Lo 3%, Louils, whare he

becnme the first Commandant of the Fost of 81, Louis, and aflterward
took o promiment part in the affairs of the village until his death

thera, Decamber &th, 1774,
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Thather under 5t, Ange de Bellerive Oor some One ¢lse &3 combAandant

aftar 1736, that & garrison was mainteinsd at the Tost of the Kansas
in the interval between that year and 17456, and for soms yvears
thersafter, and how the poet probably came Lo D& ziven,in 1745, the
nams "Port Cavapgnisl®, will appear from what follows,,

o 1743, oo o ool il i on or before May
10th, there came Lo Louisiana from Fran kauipaﬁalngiin wko may

briefly olaim our attemtion,
One of these was Pierre Franpois, Marquis de Vaudreuil Cavagznial,
wko bors & commission as xovernor of Lhe colony, sucoeeding to Eien-
7ille, on Lhe latterts final retirement fwem that office mnd return
to Prance, Gavapnial was born in Quebec in 1808, kis falker being
Louis Ihilippe de Rigoud, Marguis de Vavdrauil, povernor of Canafia
from 1703 until his desth in 1728  "BiboagMir“RrigftiRse T-
nor of Louisiena for aboul ten yllrﬂ,tilii‘ﬁﬂ Gn%Eﬂi:?Ehu Bcaze, in
1755, the last Pa;g h gov or of that province,He died in FrnnniEl?HiL_ :
The other was Debruisselu teiter hoowd lster at Port Chertres snd et
the youny village of St.Louis,as Wiudge lLefebvreY, Of him,ﬁil1nnl'“#h““5hﬂ;
gives Lhe following biographienl shetch: - !
"ITosepk Lefebvre,D'Inglsbert Débruiséeau, wao & nstive of France,ahd——
cams to Louisiana with his wife and infant gon in 1743, witk the naw
sOvernor-general,’s Vesudreuil, In 1744 he came up from New Orleans
with o license from the governorgrantingz him 8the exolusive privilege
of the Indian trade in the upper country,or Illinois district,for five
yvears), and settled st Fort Chartres, where in after years he offici-
ated as judge of that distriot, Judge Lefebvre was among the first in
1785 Lo come to this side, and in conjunction with Jossphk Labuscisre,
were the two parties that firsi assumed tc set Lhe civil government
of S5t Louis in operaticn, while awaiting the arrival of tkes Spanisk
officials to take possession of Lhe country, He received from Laclede
{a 1768 & verbal grant of the north half of bloch No.li,where he built
a small house of posts at the southeanst corner of Main and Locust,
"When tke system of Livre Terriens ,or "Land Books" was commenced in
April, 1766, Lefebvre was associated with Capt, St. Ange in the grante
of lote and lands; this podition he filled for a few months and #hs
then appointed by Acting Oevernmor 5t, Ange to the office of the king's
militsry storg-kesper, He died on April 3,1767, ons of the earliest
deaths ia the new village of less than ,two ysars existence.
Ag to the concession granted Lu%&u. Jaysrre says,
*Unfortunately, the Marquis of Veudreuil marked Lhe beginning aof Lhis
ndministration ©y following the o0ld nefarious custom of granting
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?L_T—H monopolles, On Lle Btk of 4 .'4.1';\1&1'- ,1':"-14 ke conceled Lo & man named
i/ Hrhlruisﬂ:;ﬁ$lhu exclusive right of trading in all the country watered
;%? by the Missouri,and the streams falling into that river., This privi-

‘E lege wag for a term a litlle exceeding five years, beginning on the

oy MW 1st of January, 1748, to terminzte on the 20tk of May, 1750, To
this grant,several conditions were annexed, among which were theoe:—
Dé€ruissean bound himself Lo finish the fort established on tke Misscu-
ri territory, Lo hkeep in it a sufficient stook of marehaniiss to sat.
fsfy the wante of the Indians, o meintain,at his own expense,the
geveral Indian tribes of that distriet in = state of amity smong Lham.
selves and witk the Prench, +to0 supply the garrison of the fort with
the necesaary means of suhsistence, to pay MM to ite commander an
annual bounty of ons hundred plstoles, and to transport to the fort,
without aharge, all the provisions and effects of Lhat commander",

"In rendering Rocount of what he had done, De Vaudreull safd,in a

aespatoh of Lhe Sth of Dsgember, that one of hie reasons for granting
toc Dérddssenu the monopoly of trade in the Illinois district, was to

deprive the coloniets in Lhat regzion of all means of carrying on any
hind of sommerce with ths Indians, and thus to forece tham into the

cultivation of the soil " ;
There ls every resason Lo believe that %g-;—_n mads good
use of his privilesge: that he put the fort in nhl &, 08 tha terms of

hie contract reguired, building suck nﬂﬂitiﬁi%ﬁhqutrtirs and store-
rooms in ft, or defence about it, as the goverament had originally

planned for it %d as his tuﬁ ?E opllgd fn_'&_ that he named J-hr#-ﬁ
thus lug‘ltnEEl iﬂm Marguis de
vaw.l.ruu who had granted him t-!:m concession; that ke stocked it

with the necnauiry Indian goods and supplies for the support of the
zarrison; and that hs conducted the trade from 1745 to 1750, — the

full period of his concession, During E&li period he probably lived,
fa after the custem of susk Lradera, part of sach year with his family
at Fort Ohartres, and part of it at Port Cavagnial,

That Port Cavagnial was maintained as a garrisoned popl.for a con-
giderable number of years after the expiration of 1 conceg-—
gion, we shall preseatly ses, Whather this RE fhe goverament
alons or by Lthe latler in connseltion wilh.iiggggaﬁvié or soms olher
Indian trader, we d ot hnow; Tbut 1if ths trade proved profitable,
it may be that %43 found some way of comtinuing {t, by ar-
rangament h Lhe lequiu, 80 1nn,_t, ag the 1I.I.t£ umlinu:l tn.'irnu_f
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the Jhu,nliar de Kerlerec Buugnenud the ﬁirquiﬂ de Vaudreui
AT g
Elvhgnihl a# povernor of Louisianag years later he
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a mamoirs pM@fed on Lhe nalions of the Missouri wvellsy. It is inter.
ealting to know, from this memoire,that,sc late as 17568 ot least,ilhe

Migsouri nation was still living Yom Lhe banks of the Missouri" where
they wers found by Bourgmont and other FPrench Voyajgeurs and sXplOorars
about the begzianing of the eighteentk century, (their grsat 2“3%.1431
axterminative disaster at the hands of the Eace and their allies,

not yet having befsllen them); snd that the Little Osagee were then

gtill 1ivinez near them, only sbout o leagues from the river and distant
gomas forty leagues from the Trand ODsages, But that,in tks memoire,
whick hufﬂj?Eiuninlly interestsa us,is the information that at  least ns
late am 1758, Port Cavagnisl was stll Mplpileld maintained as & garrison-

ed Fench post among the Kansas Indians,

#hl—x:_]l:_: 1758 the Chevalier de Kerlerec communicated & memoire on those

natiu’ﬁb\jminiud on the Miesouri, This river, saild he, diecharged
iteelf nn_-ﬂfa'-_;:lft,in ascending, at 20 leazues from M Fort de
chartres (Tilinedisy:. At # 30 leagues after that, is found the wiyl
Piver of the Enunnnldn?“u;t 10 leapues thence, Lthat aof the OBazas,
Aftear having ascended 140 IEEEE;;f the Orand Cespgesa and the Eansas
ware met with, In continuing to ascend the Missouri, the nation

of thie name is ?ﬂuﬂkl%'ﬁhy leagues”, established on the hnu of

e T 33 gl ku 153 | khzti‘:ﬁﬁ*tﬂssﬂaﬁhi‘g“gpﬂ tes

distance Hiﬁuuiil_'éil p!;'ulii' ;ﬁnn ‘ghu rand

this river,  The Hiusnur:l.nu were 150 men. The Little Gaapes were
at sbout & lsapue in the interior and al 40 leagues from the Grand

Osares by land, and al W 100 leagues from Fort de Chartres, They were
very friendly witk the Toways snd the Oloes,

HAt 150 leagues “ further up|than Port ﬂnﬂlrt:nﬂ’ nnr- the

-
Tﬁrnulr soms misuynderstending or slip of Lhe pan,
un‘h hes part n?ﬂu:luru in writing his Mnﬂirl 2
lrgry in prepari hin lhutrnut from it, t t words Eg%!r hagt™
hava i:trudunqd g manner as Lo that t ans
livad 1 es lhnvu tke ltaunur 88} whnrl Iig}hiﬁ 150 leazues,
Fort ds Ghnrtrin wos the real point P rechonedy "shawn by the
distancs "140 lsagues™ prwiuu:l:,' given as an & runimttu nmun dis-
tance of Kangas and 4r m:l a nm Fort de Chartres e muﬁiﬁ
mape of Norlk America ?iei Eﬁ% r Lo IB!E ) zlzaﬁ among ar
andl less pocurats map s e 8 el ag nnn , aningftu
with thuﬁn.znnnrll v &nou l
s &1: a h u e

ﬂf-ﬁﬁ:h P'qur L hﬁilu oc fuland &u ar 16

Eiiii . h"rnulnt t%: nﬁuni = nur ahout tw o 8 EEEE{%ua
Eﬁl 1:t¥ﬁr to the &

rom a 7 1- u ni he Kansae nation
{ahlnh iattsr were on thiiaiiizh % the Mi s i ;uu hilﬂt he
| lower z=nd just above the upper limit of presen chison coun ¥

iva heare
COn&atis

Kansas, where was Fort Cavagaal, which nunniutud_ﬁl‘ﬂ:urinw
#all of picket-posts b n'l.uu‘.h.:r:ln'] inclosing m poor cabine or

quarters®, The officer who coumanded Lthere had seven or eight gar.

'"EE Egtﬂurnga ﬂu E[nuk et renfermail guelgues mauvaises
galanes oy loges™. ) —




