Wy, the subscriber, heing ddly sworn u& &n interpreter of the Freanch
languepe, do hearehy certify that the forapocing devposition of Jokn

Eaptiste Croppe,®sq. is truly interpreted and trenslated,
"J. FORN,

"Natokitoches, BaplL. 22, 1B0S,

"Farsonally appaarad hefora me, Jobkn Sikley, ona of the jJustices of
Lhe peace for the county of Natchitoches, Francls Qrappe, of Tample,
in said county, apen fifly-seven, who being duly sworn, daposath and
gaith, That to Lhe best of his knowledgs and belief, he was borm near
the anofent Taddo villapgé on Lhe Rad river, whieh,by Lthe course of the
rivar,he haliavea Lo be opwards of flve hundred miles shove Nalehitn-
theg, whare nis parentis then lived,and had livaed, ke helieves,s numhar
of years hefore he was horn, and where theycontinued Lo live until ha
wad asixtesn or seventeen yoears of age, ne long B0 &5 hE CAN TOmam-
her.heg Tecollecta a Mr, FranPuia Hervay, & ¥French gantleaman, who lived
there,and who he onderstocd wad Lhe first while men Lhat settled there,
and that his faltber settled Lhers abogl two years after, bubl he elweya
understood there had Leen & company &f Prench Llraders saliled for =
number ¢f years akout forty milas higher up the rivar, and that Mr.
Earvey wag one ¢f Lhem, bul Lhey wera broke up bafore he was hormy ‘it
was always called the Comwpeny, and thait during Lthe whole time ke lived
it the aneient Caddo vililuge there were three selitled Tamilias, Tosidaa
« numher of single persone and a delachment of soldiers, &nd thabt the
numbar of scliiers assigned by the Franch rovernment for thal posl was
always fifteen, bot he never knew the number complete, end Lthat his
father wos commapndent of Lthe place for meny véers, and was succaedad
by a Mr, Closo, who continued Lo he commandant til]l it waa abapdoned,
after tha cession of Louisions to Spoin, =nd Lhal hia father, by
order of Lha Lhen governor of Louisiana.' bgilt a small fort Lhere, “in
which were twc amall nieces of oennon, and in which wue o [lop asteff,
on which Lbke Franch flag was ooccasiomally hoisted, Be holievas Lha
whole time that thal plage was cccupled by the French as & military
poast and = sattlement of Tamilies, was ahoul Lhirly yecrs, and Lthat
the inkabjitanls pursued Lhe same apricullnra Lhalbt wias then commen in
other parts of the ¢Franch salilement of Louisiama, viz, corn, Lohaseo,
indigo, ocotton end garden vegetablea, with some whaat, which grew
wall, bul having ne wey of menufacturing flour, Lhers was but 1ittle
wiheatl raised, though thers were a piir of sxcellant Europasn mill
stonas and mill iroms there, bul wore not in use in hie Lime; " the
glones he bhimaelf brought dewn in the zear L1778, and Ltkey wore carrcied



to GUppelousasi; he understood Lhey hod besn carried to the Caddo coun-

try By the Tcmpany, a8 it wes called; and that he haa knowledge of a ¥
French treding establishment heing at Lhe place ¢allel the Dout, on
Lhe Sakine rivar, near where Lhe Mandaeo® Indiane now live, and Lhal

*yor Nandeec, one of tha forme of Lhe name of the Indjian Lribe now
ganerally cnlled Annﬁnrlﬂ.ﬂﬁwf- In his "Hislorical Skatches of the
..... Indian Trives in Louisjiana", ate,, 1805, Loctor Sikley wrote cof
Iiﬂ# the "NandakcaaY, WThey live on the Sabine river, 50 or 70 miles

to the wastward of ?attnasaaa. nawr whore the Fronck formarly had a
Eatmtiqn and faclory, Their language is Caddo: about 10 men only of -

Lthkem remaining, i few yaars ago Lhey suf*arad vary much Ly the small-
pox, They conaider Lhemselves Lhe seme &5 Caddos, with whom the
intnrmn'ryt &nd Are cecesionally visiting ona ancilher in Lhe rrostast

=

l harmeny: keve Lhe same manners, customs and attachments",— P W,.O,

it was an sncienl sstabli=hmant, &nd & place of presl trade and rasort
al the time his fethar's family lived zb the Taddos, and thal he has
several btimes been ebl the plage; the srenah flapg used bto be holsted
Lhkere: and there are Lhe romeins of Lthe buildinge ana works now Lo hbe
seeny and Lhat the Dout i&llﬂﬁut 150 mile= north.west from Natochitochas;
and that there was at the seme Lime & similayr Uriding establishmant
and = numher of saltlled Fronch families at Lhe Yaltlamss Poinl, on Lhe
gouth-weat divisicn of Red river, atout twaniy-five Jleagues abova
Hatchitoches, on what is called Lhe Eayon FPierre settlement, which is
now under the jurisdiction of Spain, and which place is now,and avar
has continued te be, cécupied by Frenchk inbabitents, and that aome of
whom have ancienl French grants ¢r tLitles for their lands, and that
¥r, Verge, who lived there for many years before Louisiana was ceded
t¢ Spain, had the exclusive Indisn trade granted him by Lhe French
povernor of Louisiann, of the Troiscannes,or Tanacanos, the Keyekies,
vattasses, and seversil other tribhes Lhal Lhen lived oOn the river
5abine, and southward wnd westward of it,im whal is now called Lha
provinca of Taxus.

TRAﬂE&IE GEAPPE.

Wsworn to before me the 2C0Lh Septembar, LBOS.
"JUER SIEBLEY, J. P.
"T*he subscribter, being duly sworn interpreter of Lbhe French laneuazs,
doth harahy certify, Lhalk Lbhe forapoing declaration of ir&niuia Grappe

iz truly interpreted amd translated.
WJO0HN HORNY,
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From Lhe preceding evidence, sworn and unsworn, oblainedtby Deelor

S5ibley, and noilwithatanding some discrepincies im it, we mny-qinafzunt-
the ecpproximate annals of the Qaddo 014 Towns for bLhe middle and later
thirds of the eiphlcenth century, s fallows:

FnrQHﬂﬂﬁiﬁrﬁéira proceding a year which was
_ ”~ Mﬂ,mﬁ;—fdf i
1735 or thercaboul, Framgois Hervey Emea f & trading

firm known on upper Red rtiver &s "the Tompany', -l
razident on Red river zhout 40 miles aboveg the faddo 614
Towns, =

In 1735, or thereaboul, ¥rangois Hervey ppsiraymex¥oy located, as ithe
firat Enown white setiler after tnose of La Harpe's Post of

In 17537, or thereshout, a Fremch poet and settlement ;LIE founded
near the Caddo 0l1ld Towns, . The pest wag built by Sergeant
Boson and his company of soldiers and durporal Alexis Crapoé,
ander orders from the then French govarnor goneral of Loui-
giana, (Eienville), and wes e2lled Fort St,Louis de Carloretie,
The parrison compliment desipnatad for the fort was 157 bt
after the construction of the buildinga, Lhere sobm usually
tc have teen only about four scldiers beaides the sergeant
and corporal, The fort was embrasured for the two amall
platform-mcuntad piscecs ¢f Ordnance, There wea o flagetaff,
on which & French flag was occasiomally hodisted, Barracks
ware built for the scldiara and houses for the settlers, Of
the two cannon, anltimately, one bursél in firing and Lhe
clthar went into the river hy the ecaving of the river hamnk,
Gf the sottlers,there ecom, mest of the Lime ot least, Lo
“fieve boen but three or four fomilies; btut there were mlsc 2
numhar of sinpgle Frenchmen resident in the community,besides
the soldiers, The nemes of familiea known to have been
regidant Lthers Far lenger or shorter Lime, are Erevel,
Grappe, Beacn and Grillette,
About 1740, probably, Marie Loulse Erevel wad born at the selllemant al
Lhe Gaddo 014 Towns, She lived there only during the years'”
of her imfaney or thkat part of hear childheod too exrly for
permanenl recollections of tho p;uza. and again for a year

and s helf after bher marriagd ntoine Grillelte.
174% was probably about the year whem was horn the Erevel boy,

Marie's hrother, who hea lef} us :i?riff r}r?;!if; pf the
4] n i -
journey which haamgﬁghTmMA _ iRt S M®

A



. Lhe ragion of Santa Pg,

In 1748, PFrangoie OCrapove wes born “nnn' Lhe ancient Caduo village on
the Red river®™, uraﬂumahlr al the Fort Carlorette settlamant,
al whick post his parenls had lived for = purber of years be-
fora he was born, and of which his father, Corporal Alexia
Grapré, had besn one of Lhe builders, and wac for msny veare
Lthe scommrndiant,

In 1753, or wilhin a year of Lhal, Sergeanl Beson bBrought hils 5- or
f-yarrs-o0ld eon, Julifin Beson fand at the sare time presum-
nhly_whntn?ur othere of family he had) up to Port oarloratte;
Julisn, -and presumably the family, living there 14 or 15
yeare theresafier, which wai sprirently td41ll tha forl and
salillament ware nbapdgoned, IL i likely that Sergt. Basson
wis commandant of the post in some. of ite enrlier vears, fin-
cluding probabkly also Lhe taime 4f fCorporal Gravpe's abaence
with Fabry's expedition in 1741743, -

v apsayfiMsd i - FeldgisrrEyiaswrasmboraretrnanrEnad oy Sfd  Fowbdnrsshdfeg

In'labe_ or sariier, Antoine Grillette and wife (nde Marie Louise
Braval), just after their marrisge, went up from Natchito-
ghaz or fzom fiu Erevel Lo Lhe French sel lemeanl st Lhe
cadde (1d Towns, and lived Lthere e year mnd a half,

To 175%, Marie Pelagie Gravre was born. &t the Caddo (1d-Tewna settle-
ment. . :9he aftapwards hocams bMrz, Fontinsau,

HafarJ“?gQEW5§%i%L?}¢n¢h kyntara raiced several oropa O corn on Red

river, &t Oor near the mouth of Bomegy (VYaaeuse) river, mora
than 50 lsagusa above the Caddo Gld Towns.

In 17A3, Jexn EHaptiste Grayppe wes born, presumably &t the French
hamlet &t the Badcio Gld Towns,

In 1785, Some tima in this year Corporal Grapome, heing ouocceadad aa
commendant of Fort St, Leuis de Carlovetie,by & man named
@load, moved with his family down Lo Hatehitochesz Lo reside;
Mriam Grappe, his wife, remaining a2l Lhe Gld Towno asbllblle-
mant howaver till gix weeks later,to colleolk some debbo,

In 1785 or thereabout, young BEreval, procanly then about 2Qarears old,
went with coma young Indians,"with whom he had bhaan partly
rajized", from & "Pani' (probably Weco or Wichitn) Indian
willage near Lhe majn forks 'of Red river, to the zegion of

Sanle ¥a,
In 1787, *Eqrt 5L, r“ar%frut .8 L{n Fronch settlemenl nesr
Jode s fadde Gl a-“wi_i_tntﬁﬁﬁn : ohielly because the celkilers

had 1ﬂrﬁﬂ_fﬂmlli!3 of childran growing up Rnd were desirous
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of giving Ltham the sdventapes of & heltear gooiaty, and
bascause thare hed been no prowth of the asttlemant, promiss

ing sueh edvanltages.

1789 or 1770, Jean Espticte Orépve, Lhen & mere boy of aix or

1778,

]
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fevean years, Tisited tha ragion of tha Oaddo (14 Townzs wilh
hia father, end remeined Lthere sboul four months, Ha {found
Fort 5L, Lonie da Darloratte and ite barracks nnﬂ Lhe: housan
of Lha Franch setblament deserted, but a1l atill standing
entire. The houses &nd fieldoc formerly occupied by hiz
family 'Iygiﬂiiﬁluﬂimtﬂy biz father, ¥a ochscarvad tha
anbresures and the eannon=platform: the flagatafl was st11]
gtandinp,

Prangoia Grappe hrought down from the decerted Fersade s
hamlat at tha Caddo Gld Towns, Lhe mill-ztones and miil-
ironz that had heean taken up Lhere by ®tha Company", but
which hed paver been uged in his btime, Thess mill fixtures
wers Lthan taken Lo the Lppeloncas,

During the period of vccupancy of the place st tha Caddn
Gld Towns as & Pranch fort and cettlisment, which was ahout
30 yenrd, Lhe inhalbitants wers enegagec in trads with the
Indians and in such lines ol a&griculbiure as ware gommon in
Louisiana, ralaing corn, tehbacso, indige, ubttﬂn:tgirﬁan
vepetabhleas, wilh woma whewat: Lhe latier gprew well Lhkers, bnl
wiz 1ittle rajsed hecause Lhare was then no way of manufac-
turing flour Lhare. The lands thers ware heaagtiful and
Fartile, EuqtamEnrarr with the Carlorelte fort-and asettle-
ment, Lqure wa¢ai?“annh eatablichments in the northwestern
quarter, lE Yattaste %ﬂf“ on Red river,about 25 leagues
above hatuhitauriai z2nd Elk'*planu celled "Lhe Dout" (Le
Dout or lLaDoux?) on 3abina river, 150 miles northweal of
HltchitﬂtPlﬂ. an the right henk of the river, near iLﬁ heads
*:dﬁ -n.-bulnﬁhiﬁ: Lo MYy Euﬁtﬁu br thuhitnuhﬁﬁ;fﬁfiﬁh#uaﬂ
gouthwest of Lhe Sabine and ahbout 80 lezpuss nurihrust:rlj
from Hetokhitoches, The eatablisbment at Wthe Doat" was an
{mportant place of Indinn trede,and svporenlly wus founded
considerehly earlier then ¥ort 3t, Louis de Carlorelte; it
floanted the ¥rench flag, and Lhe arms of the Ning of France

ware buried Lhere. -
1777-"'78, \las we learn 1rom the :untampursnand Afnr"auuund:nua or

Lt,-"0l, Magieres), an epidemic of =mall.pox, which,in 1777,
had reged furiously from 3an Antonio de Baxar and Bucereld,
Texaas, to Natchitochea, Louiciene, and hed sppearently diassp-




peared, suddenly broke out in Indian vilisges ‘sumewhat
farther northward, and thence epresd to the “"Oadodachos and
Taocbayeoes" (Cnddoen and Tﬁtayauh}, the consegqusal loss of
lifea st thess lattar viilages being "mora than A0 persons
of both aexap,
In 17921, or thereaboul, tne Ceddd Indlans, 'on asccount of & dreadiul
) ssickness that vieiled them¥®, left Lheir "0ld Towns" in Long

Prairie, znd setiled much lower down on Red Rivar, whers iy
Lhey residad fﬂtﬂninﬂ yeara, after whick thay wars driven

tkence by a [lood, -

In 1800, or nearly thai, Lhey =saliled on ﬁhi?:?Ehnjéhllud ggﬁgﬁjgﬁﬁb_
smelEeg, 50 or 35 miles wesl of their secomd Red River home s
and thinlﬂiiiiaaﬁt of Rad Rivar wes dectined Lo remein their
rome for aboub & generslicon,

. {}}**J- % uahﬁlh:;f



