CHAFTEBR VII,
THE CADDO OLD TOWNS AND FOAT 57, LOUIS DE CARLORETTE,

Tn his "Histordieal Sketches ¢f the Several Indian Tribes in Lou-
isiana south of the Arksnsas River and between Lhe Mississippi and
the River Grand," ocommunicated to Gen, Henry Dearborn, 3ecretary
of War, under date of April &, 1808, Dr, Jdohn 3ibley, United Ztates
Indian Agent At Hatchitoches, described the Oadodaquious, called
by him the "Caddogues," as then living on Sodo bayou, about 120
miles porthwest of Natehitoehes ; a&and he wrote as to their more
ancient habitat and hiatory at the Caddo Old Towns, as follows:

"lhey formerly lived on the south bank of the [Pud] river,
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by Lke course of the river §75 miles highker up, at & Yeasuntiful prairis
Eﬂ-ng l_-'ru.iriéj, which has a clear lake of good waler in Lke middls of
{t, surrounded by a pleasant and fertile country which had haan the
ragidence of their ancestors from Lime immemoriel,

"They have o tradjtionary tale whick not only Lhe CSaddes;but half a
dozen other smaller naticons believa in, who elaim the henor ef baing
desceniantas of the same fomily; Lhkey say, when all Lhe world was
Arowned by o floed that inuniated the whole country, Lhe Great Spirit
placed on an eminence near the lake, one family of Caddogues, who
alone ware saved; from that family all the Indians eoriginated,

"The French, for many yoars before Louisiana was transferred bo Spain,
had at thia place & fort and some scldiers; severzl Frepch lamilies
ware likewiee s2ttled in Lhe vicinity, where thgfgrﬂdtad & good
flour mill with burr stopes brought from France, These Franch M
ﬂiiiﬂiiﬁiiﬁﬂﬁniaiiﬁili#ﬁiﬂ familise conbinued Lhere Lill aboul 25

years ago ;:523233521E3u4—¢$n%i, when they moved down and sattled at
Oampiti, on Red river,abova Natchitoches,.whsre they now live; and the

Indians lefi it about 14 years zgo [E.n.,mhaut 1?9{}. on acoount of =
dreadful sickness Lhat wvisilted them, Thay settled on the rivar,
nearly opposite where Lthey now live, on 4 low place, bui wers driven
thence on account of ite sverflowing,cccasioned by a jam of Limbar®
shoking the river at a point helow them™,
Gf Lhis primitive home of the Caddo Inn:
ol dwereeie fid of Lhe Pranch nalﬂﬁy and e —_ ;
chet—mepe=tisrs prior to 1780, Or. Sibleydwrots from Natchitoches, on
tha 10tk of Ap'ril,1HCE?Diﬂpagﬁgriﬁfégfﬂ%ﬂgi35r. shemn o (ollows:
*Hyan now arrive at the moulh of the Littls river of the right® Thia

=

*that Little rirer which rises in Lke soutbsastern part of thEa
chootaw HaL}Dn and enters Red rivar from Lbe nanEiEEEiﬁﬁL ggnk af
the latter (ocalled Tright" bank by Dr, Sikley), & hF? fa Lhe

grasent town of Falton, Ar]:u.lﬂ_"':,ﬂ_:ﬂ-ﬂ

rivur_ia ahout 150 yards wide, the water clear a8 crystal, the bolbom
oaf the river slony, and 3s bhoatable at high water up to Lhe Oresat
Prairies, nearly 200 miles by the coursyg of the rivar,. Lha low
grounds generilly from 10 to 15 milss wid&, avounding wilk Lhe most
luxurient growth of rich timbher, btul suhject to partisal inundation at
particularly rainy wam.al:nr-:i.F After lecving this river, hotk banks of
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Hed rTiver are cane,zs hafors,for zhoul 20 miles, whon you coms to the
Roand Frairde, right sdide, ahout & miles in circumforence, At this
¥lace Red river is fordable at low water, hard,setony bobttom, and {i=
the first placa from its mouth whare it can be fordad, This Rsund
Prairie is kigh and pleasant, surrounded by hendsome ook end hickory
UIIEHHH. laft side cane as hefore, and then Lhe same hoth eides for on
milan Lo the Long Frairie, left % .e.,south¥] side, 40 miles long:
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npanjle side cane,os hﬂfﬂrB.H_

e

?: aaT the middle of this prairies there
? i8 = lake of ahout § miles in ¢ircumferance,in an oval form, neither
B

b~

treno nor shrub near it nor stream af woter runoning sither in or out of
E¥1t' It ia very deep and the water so limpid Lkat a fish may ba seen
{16 faat from the surfoce, By the side of this lake the Caddoguies
|ravn lived from time immemorial, About ane mile from the lake,
I;n the hill on which, they say,the Great Spirit ploced one Caddo foamily,
thﬂ Ware savegd when by & generc] deluge all the world were drowned,
kﬁ[ram which family @)l the Indians have originated, For this litbtle
1#5 inatural eminance, all the Indian tribes, ae"wsll za the Ceddoguies,
E?fnt a grest distanch, pay o devout and sacred homage, Hare
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tke Prench, for many yeirs hefore Louisisna was ceded Lo Spein, had

Ex
\i}nrﬁctuﬂ a small Tort®, kept somz soldiers to guesrd o factory for the
Topiswlel *Fost of the “adodzeguidus, —¥,W.T,]

Indian trade, antu several French families were ecillbled io the vicinity,
built & rlnur-nllif
years, and il is only = few years ago that tha mill irons and miil
stones were hrougkt down, It Is about 25 yeare since Lhoma Franch
fomilies movad -iﬂwn*&n'i 14 years since Lhe Caddoguies left it, Vara
ig another fording place whenm the river ia low, on the opppsite side
a point of high oak, hickory, and fine lande comes bluff to the river
for about & mile, after whiech thick cana to the upper end of the
prairie; +then Lthe same on both sides [or about 12 milesY, At &2
milas above tha upper and of Long Frairie, Dr, Siblay notes & kigh,
ogk-covered bluff, three miles in lengthk,on the south aide of the river,
and above Lhkis, also on Lhe south side, wfler u cans-grown interval of
about the sams length, & beautiful grove of Fecan, mixed with no other
growth, for aboul & league, This latter is svidently Lhe placoe shown
on latar ma;ap?s "Pacan Foinot®, About 100 miles above this point, he

and cultivitad wheal succasefully for severa]

H
nﬂLugh:n point E&'hiﬁh ping woods bluff Lo the river for wbout half a

mila, near 100 feet high™: 108 miles chove which he says is Lke river
that is "galled by tke Indians Kiomitckie amd by Lhe French Lz Rividre
la Mine™,
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Doctor 'Bibley obfaintéd his iafurmatica scncarning Lhe Caddoes

gad their sighteantk cesntupy hgme and Lislor y LEOm ripnnh traders

: P e T Tonamd
formerly resident at Lth Asnl gspecielly from
2ne Francis Grapype, his assislenl and interpreter of Indian languagss,
whe wae boran Lhere ypricr te 1750,and had lived there upwards of 30
years prior tg 1780 or '81, haing Lhe son of u Jong-tima commandent i

and Indian superintendént of that post whom I suppose te have haen 4
lorporal Alexis (rappe’'of .Bieur rebry's exyedition of 1741-142.7" ot W,

.-;r-'_"u
¥rancis Yrapype, as & sourca of information om tha Red rivar country,
Doctar Sibley H:tﬂ mq“?ii:wa: "kis time during which [raair&en-se at Farl
= , heing cccupled aliernalely a8 an assist-

ant to his father, whipgitges arl. Indian trader and hunter, with the ad-
vEntage of scms Jearning and & very rotentive nnmnry,iéa heslaequirad
gn accurate knowladge %f the river a8 wall as the languages of all
the differenl Indian tribes in Louisiana, whick [i_e., Eggi},, with his
having hean.an Indisn intergretar for the Spenish govermment for meny
yeare past,and (I helieve) deservedly esteemed ky the Indiane and all
others & man of strict integrity, hes for many ysars and does now
josssss Lheir sntirs coenfidence and o very extensive influence over
them, and I have invariasbly found that whatever informaetion T have
recaived from him has hean confirmed by every other intelligent person
having a knowladga of the szme,with whom I have zonversed™,

snother nabive of the Fremch yost and villags at the Cadodaquious,
whosa interesting though somawhat vague account of his journey from
the Towyesh-Fani villages to the region of Santa fe,aboul 1765, is
given elasewhare harpin, It je probabla that Mr, Brovel was horn
in the forties, 5%& ¥rancis Grapre.

In Saptexber, 1B0D, Doctor 3ibley obtained the follewing sworn and

translated statements concerning ¥rench coccupancy of Lhe Caddo 14
Towna and edjecining districts, from #Tench wilnesses most of whom
had heen former residents of the (1d Towns settlement®:

*Thase statemenls are published inm Vel, V of "State Papers and
Publick Documants of tie United States, from Lhe accession.of ODeorga
Faghington t¢ the Ereaidﬂnn . exhibiting & compleote view of our foreiem
Tﬁl&%iﬂn. ginee thAat tima in Len lulnlum,u-n-“'| thﬂ{ are here Eﬂpiﬂd f?li}ﬂfrj‘?ﬂ-ﬂt
(Afef-the second aﬁilicn;ih--ni, wrinted in Eua[cn+ alT.

—_—

"Cample, in tha Dislrict of Halchitocches, Sept. 14, 1HCE,

= e e e e

"Parsonally apoesmred before me, Johkn Sibley, one ¢f the magistrates
for the couniy of Natchiloches, Mary Pulegie OGrappe Fontineaun, aped
48, who heing duly caulicned znd aworn, depuselh and saith, That she
helievea she was horn &b Epﬂ ancient Taddo villapa, where wiais =0 ecatab-—



lishment of French in:abitants and some scldiers, and Lhet she per-
fectly recollects descending the river with her fether; she was than
geboul gix wvears of age: =2nd thal har mother remainerd bahipnd to col-
lact some dabts, and came down aboul 8ix waeks after; amnd that she.
had =lways underatocd har family had lived there for a considerahle
nunbar of years, and that Lhere wers & number of rrenck families had
lived thers for many years,

"Pfﬂﬂt THR.'\U t”mﬂ =

"September 14, 1805, sworn hefore me,

"JUHN SIELEY, J. P.

"1, John Horn, heing Auly eworn as interpreter, declare thrat the
above declaraticn of Mery Pulegie Grappe Fonbtimpeazun, is truly intar-

preted as ahove wriltpn,
"IOHHN HORH.

N  "Natchitcches, Sapl, 15, 1805,

"Paracnally apvearsd before me, Jokn Sibley, one of tha Justices of
Lthe pece for Lke ccunty of Matehitcches, Julian Bescn, an inhahitant
¢f Cample,in said ccunly, wged 57, who,being duly sworn, deposeth and
saith, That he well recclliscls being carried from Ketchitoches by his
father to the ancieni Gaddo village, commonly called by Lhe course of
Lhe river abount ¢na hundred znd ssavenly 1nnﬁuaahhn?a Katghitochas, om
Red river, and that at Lhal Lime Lhere were Lhere living several
French fumilies and scme scldiers; Lke number of scldiers he does mct
ramembar, but only that it waa a serjeant's command {whign serjesant
was Lhen hie falher) and that his father, by order of Lre them French
governor gpeneral of Loulsiana, built a small)l fort al that glnan, aract-
ad a flag staft,on which the French flap pala nccaa%:gﬁlkgfrgintud: the

name ¢f the fori wa 1led fert 5t. Louis de qhiluraghg#: and that,
‘sifieprint for d;;igiifz;f}

from Lhe appearance cof the plece,and everyiking he hewrd and under-
Btogd about it, the eslablishmenl had been made for a considerable
nunher of years hefore he went there, which is more than fifty vears
apog 2nd thel he lived there fourteem or fifteen years, durine all
which time there were continued a detachment of French scldiers thare,
withk 2 pomber of ¥remch families,who continued to cultivate corn, tobae-
ago, and garden vapeblablea: and that he recollects two amall pieces of
canndn teing there, 2nd one of Lthem bursting by firinp, and he he-
lieves the other slipved into the river by an excavation of ils bank,
gnd Lthat he recollecta thera heing eome mill stones Lthere, wut has no
remembrance of seaming Lthrem in use. And at the same time ha lived at




Lre abhove menliioned place, Bome Franch families weare satiled sl Lawe

Yattasse Point, sc ealled, being a parl of what iz now galled Bayou
Fiarre salllement, and Lthel the same plaice heas eontinued Lo he oocu-
pied by French families ever since, apd which is now ander the juris-
dicltion of Lke Spanish gpovernmenl in the province of Taxus: and that
said Yattasee Point used Lo he a place ¢f greal deposit by Indian
traders, before Loujsians was ceded t¢ Spainj and farther, that he has
knowledge that sume Fremch hunters, whil culsiana gmnd Lo ‘Franc.-a,
planted saveral crope of corn more Lhan jgflaagd“% ve Lhe ancient
Tedde village,on Fed river, &t or near Lhe moutk of Boggy river (or
tre Fasgures Eﬂggggil a8 it is oanlled) and Lhat Lhe seltlement of the
cld ZTaddo village was abandconed abool thirty-eipght weara agpo, and thet
ha believes the cueuse of Logir removi]l wes having laree families of
ghildren growing up, and after the cession of Louislsns to Spsin Lhe
pattlemant did nct =vpear (¢ augment, and Lthe inhabitantse were desirs-
ous their families of ehildryen ahould have Lie kensfits of a2 beatter
sceiety, but that the country is H:cdadinmly plesgant snd fertile, andf
is cauablé of heaomins & rick and poepulous Eetilement; and farthar the
deponent sailk not,

"IGLTAN BESON,

"Sworn Lo before me a2t Natchitceches, Sept, 16, 1BOG.

JUHN SIELEY,
Jusgtice Pezoo,

¥I,the subseriker, heing duly sworn as &n interpreler of the French
lanpuarpe, 40 herehy certify Lhat the above or foreguing deseription of

Julian Bescon is truly interpretsd,
- ? "JUHN HURN,

| Wintchitoshes, Sept. 16, 1806,

"Parsonally appeared before me, John 3ibley, ¢ne of Lhe Juslices of
the peace in swid ceanly, Louie Iamalaty, of Tampte,in said county,
E8q, who being duly eworn, deposelh and saith, thit he ia npnow aixty.-
six wears of apge, and that he was horn el Lie ploce now called Nelehdi-
tooches: slth¢ugh ke never was at Lhe plage where Lhe ancient Caddg
willage wes, he was in Lhe constzant nabit of sesing the French inhabi-
tants and Lhe soldier: who ware then lIiving and sataltioned there, =nd
hag no more deubt of the fuct thaf thousgh he baed seen it: he saw Nr,
Grappe and his family whenm they returned from there, And farther,
that he has knowledpme of the ancient Frenck esfublischment at Lhe Meliid
vattaoan Point in the vicinity of Zayon Pierre, and that three ¥French
familiea lived there before Lnﬁiaiana waa ceded to Syain, and that Mr,



Varge lived thera for = number of years; and that said place was

nsuslly & place of deposit for the Indian truders, &o. And farther,
that he bns knowledge of Mr, Bourne, formarly commandant of Natohi-
Lochea, having had = trading house eslablished on the southwast side
of Lthe Sabine river,and distent from the river about 6 leagues, and
from Netchitcches aboul 50 leagues,and abont nurth-wast from it which
aatablighment was aniecedent 10 the Spanish povermment'ts Laking plice
in Louisiana: and thet he hus been informed (that the mill stones that
wore abt the o0ld French gatablishment &f the Saddos, being brouekt down,
And thet, according Lo tke beast of his recolleclion, it is now ahout
38 years #ince Lhe said settlement was sbandonmd; and further Lhe
doaponent saith not,

TLUGI8 LAMALATY,

"Sworn to, LhepiAlh September, 180G, hafﬁ;ﬂ NHEIELE?'
) “Juﬂtiuuruf the Peace,

"I,the subseriber, hbeing duly sworn a5 the interprater of the French
langanaze, do kereby certify that the forapoinpg deelaraticn of Louis

Lamalaty, Esg. is truly interpreted and translated,
"JGHN HOEN.

"Hatehitechas, Sapl. 18, 180§,

UPargonally appeared tefore me, Johp Sitley, omne of the Justices of
the peace for the said county wf Nalchiloches, Mary Louisa Hrevell,
widow of Antoina Grillette, decessed, who being duly aworm, depossth
and saith, That after shke married Wr. Grilleite, sbe went with him Lo
the ancient Caddo village, where she remained s=hcout eighteen montha,
At that Ltime there werg ¢ few srench inhabitants whé were settled and
1iv5ﬂ there, and = Prencht commandant who waa Mo, Greppe, and, ua nsar
w8 she recollecle,four seldiers; that the Prenok Inbabitants eculti-
vated avaryihing that was common for Lhe Freneh inhabitants to culti-
vate in cther parts of Louwisiana, and that she does not recullect the
axact numter of wvears thet hes elapeed since she was Lhere, but te-
1{eves it wis at lewast Lan years hefore the government of Svein tock
place in Lounisiana, and that she slweys understocd, by her parents, she
wig there when a ¢hild, but she waus Loc young Lo have remambrance of

it, aAnd further the deponent saith not,

URARY LOUISA IEEEUELL-

tgworn to before me, it Netchitdochea, afcressid, the day and wyenr

afcreaaid, "IGHN STBLETY,

*Justice of the Paace,



"I,tha sgbscriber, being duly sworn as interpreter of the Franch

lanputpe, fdt hareby cartify that the chove deposition of Mary Louisa
f“revell is truly interpreted,
"I. ECEN.

"Hatonitoches, Sept. 1€, 1IB0S.
"Pearsonally zppearsad befora ma, John Sibley, éne of Lhea justices af
Lha pezce for the county of HNatshitoches, Jofn Bapllsile Greppe, &0 in-

habhitant of *:mptl. in said ﬂﬂﬂnLF. and likewise one of Lke justices
of the peace for tha sama, apgad forly-two yeara, who heing duly &'ﬂtn,
deposeth mnd 53154. That ‘thirt y-f;vu or thirly-six years ago,he l.nt
with nis father from Natehitoches to Lhe ancisnt Cafde village, where
he remazinsd abogt four montks:*: &t Lhot bLime thore were no familiaes or
soldiere living Lhere, bul Lhe Louses of Lhe Prench families who hud”
1ived there but a few yeirs bafora, together with the fort and Lhe
flag staff and the barracks, or housas occupiad by Lbe soldiers, wara
nll standing entire, and that his Tather Lola him wnigh of the Fialds
gpd houses bhis family had occupisd for = pmumber of yezra: and likawise
he ramambhars to heve gean in bthe furl Lhe smbusiers [?mhraauru%!vhur.
Lthe csnnon were olaced. And tkhat he recollacis his father used Lo
eall the dislance from Halchitoches to es8id place by witer sbout Lhe
game 28 from NHetchitoches to New Orlesne, (viz.) aboul one hundred amd
saTanly lespues, And further, that he well recollects soma Franaif
families, particularly Mr, Verpge apd a Mr, da Colo iﬂa Sﬂldl » living
gt the Yaltasse Point, 50 celled, and Lhat he alwuys onderstood they
kad 1ived there for many yesrda bafore Louisisna wes cedad to Spein,
and Lhai Lhe seme plece has always conlinued to be cccupied by some
French inhabitante,znd 16 situmte oOn the wealarn 4ivialon of Red river,
gbout twantv-five leaspues shove Hatchitochas, and js now part of what
ia ea2lled the Bayou Pierre settlement, under the juriasdiction of the
Spanish povernment in Lhe provimce of Taxus, Anid thet he Las bDeen
gaverz]l Limes =t & place, called the Dout, on Lthe ezabt bank of Lhe
Sehine river, al o preirie, and towards Lhe heod of 8iid river, whara
Lthers was &0 ippearance of some works having been erscled by the Frenbh
a6 a tradiog establishment, and where hig fulher,and many Indians had
to1d him the rrench flag had been hoistesd,and the arms of the king of

France buried, And farther the deponent saith not,
- “RTE, GHAPPE

"gworn to hafore me ot Netchitoches, Lhe 16th day of Eaptnnb&r,’fﬂﬂﬁ;
“JOQHN STBLRY, Jusatica Fesace. .
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