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)
shelter from the summar rains,

We have seon howafter Arellanc went on in Seplember, leaving 80
meén at Elfﬂ:li% Dinz and Alcaraz —and after Diaz's death—
#=% Alcaras had trouble with his men and loter with the natives;

80 Lhat Tovar, who had ruunntly come baok from Tiguex and witnasased

the death of seventesn men from Hu !lt al arruiupui on by
natives of & 'j&:iun, deemed i.hu {.g,atl y ntumbl %%’7
abandonment in favor eof o place inm Suys 1 u:.r. B 1'

away with him, he left only 40 men under Alcaras, to maintain the
third San Hieronimo, or Lke town of Suye; whose history was still more
unfortunate than that of Sefiora, being marred by desertions, au
short im the sutumn of 1541 by the natives, whe surprised and pacd
Lhe town, killed some of its inhabitants, including the =iek sommandant,
and foroed the rest to flee Lhe country and return to Culiacan,

In returning from his far northern entrada, Corcnado made no attempt
tc redetablish any of these places, and nearly & century elapsed
before Spanish establishments —missions and the town of San Juan
Baytista de Bonora— wars again founded SOMOTR.

Fa have seen that Jesuit miseions wara at Ures and at
the Scmora Valley towns of Aconechi, Huepaca, l#ﬂ Banamichi in 1538 and
1659 reapedtively,

Of the history of San Juan Baulista de Somora, the mining Lown and
firat sl provincial capital of Sonora, we have only fragments, What
1ittle onn be given g concerning it in this brief chapter, is based
ghiafly upon eullings from H, H, Bancroft's Volume XV and Guiteras!
translation of the Rudc Ensayo,

Captain Pedro de Ferea, whohad since 16826 resided at San Felipe
as governor of Simeloa, a jurisdietion Lhen extending indefinitely
northward beyond the limits of the present =late of Lhat name, was
succeeded there in 1840 or '41, either by Peralta or by Caffas;
whersupon, Peres "obtained from Vicercy BEscalona, wsisiiuisisiuiuelntufuinl
wpfafuluiuipbaiuluinisiled with royal approval, a division of the province and




a pew command for himself,.......... FPorea obinined half of Lhe
presidial force, agrecd to pacify and convert the natives north of
tf&ﬁthui,ﬁiiii and established himcelf in the Sonora Valley, styling
h!a*hlw' fovince Nueva Andaluofs ani his capital San Juan Bautista, It
is possible that he began operations here several years earlieris-for
"RiveTr®....:..;50y5 Perea moade a contrast for nortkern reducticn with
Viceroy Cadereits in 1636, and may have at once sent northward for
that purpose, "another Captain, Matias Lobo Pereira," who "is named
by Miel.......85 baving conguered Sonora in 1636." 2 He\seems also
| 2 ~~to BEave visited Mexjco, or at leasl Lo Bave reached his province from
/' Parral the Tarahumara country 4in the autumn of 1841, taking
with b e Gerdnime Figueroa,® Having subsequently some dissen-
sion with his plalslel Sinalosn sucoessor, he "had to submit to o reduo-
tion of his™ presidial "force" at San Juan, "and okbinimed twelve men
from New Mexico to f£1ill up the number to twenty-five, His rule® at
San Juan dPeeesss "wos alsc marked bty o gquarrel with Lhe Jesuits and

a sonsequent attempt to put LES sﬁiritunl interestis of Nueva hndnlunh_.
or Sonora, into the hands of another order," Lhe Framciscansg

but he died on the 4th of October, 1644, just prior to the arrival of
Padre Canal from Mexico with'a decision from Lhe provincial and
viceroy in foavoer of the Jesuits, thﬂuiﬁ somé Franciscan fathers whom
he had previoysly introduced at some fourteen native ?il}igﬁﬁ
at Lhe norih !Tu e, Arizpe, Guasavas, and olbers more northerly) secm
to have Femained in Lthat part of the country,under Lhke protection of
the Presidio de San Juan for several years, and to have
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| M "bapltised over 7,000 souls running great risks in"the Fotlapiprua
1' valleya, a4t Tuurinuhi, m.!! at 'our cgonvent' at Chinapga," according
i to their leader, Padre Juan Suaras, Amo the earlier successors
| faiﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁii‘Pi Hueve Andalucia,or Sonora, are nomed
. .‘é By"was Lo govarnor of Nueva Vizoayas the tilles of — =
1*%1 justicia mayor and capitan £ guerra.” L

Gimon Lesso de la Vega, Juan Fernandex de Morales, and Franoisco FPeres
Gramillo; the latter bteing menticned by Fadre Suares as YEehienta da
justicia mayor y capitan & gherra de esta nuestra conversion y de

gtras de ls Eﬂll!?ii_ii_liﬂﬂl." and as baving served five years (from

g date not stated), and having aided Lhe San Franciscans in their work,

On sarly Saps, Lhe name of San Juan Baulista de Sonora,is usually

shortened Lo bsan Juan de Sonera", "San Juan Bautista,™ "San Jpan,"®

v or aven to simple "Bonora,® qi&iﬂ!figﬂ:ld, tkroughout l.”mmum

? _‘,H__Hi-u—ﬂ—l-ml-ﬂﬂﬁ not only as lllp.l.l-ui of political
. Eg autkority- (more or less curtailed at differemt times by ]
0§

£

PP L0 TR
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subjection to or conflict witk that of Lhe capitasl of Sinaloa), but
¢ 8lso as the Mnadsaasl seal of a rich mining district and it therefore
& Nt appears on some maps as "Eeal de San Juan," Af Lo its exaobl loom-
FH . Lion, there is some comflict of evidence, Agcording to Zapata per
fo - Bamerofl, iL was seven leagyes ) lﬂ:HLlilﬁﬂl from Oposura (modern
!,&_ Moctezumm), which would ke ast "of 3 Sonora River, and {t
_.Ei. A 4= so rapresaented on many old P33 but acoording to the Rudo Ensayo
1 4 ﬁ'f ipp. 123 and 220), the "mining settlement of Somora" and Lhe "fort" o
ﬂ?g»;‘ Sonora" wers one league above Acotai, on the road leading thither from
17

Arizpe, whigh gou actioally gon the Somora River, As the

ntt-:‘utltﬂ '1#5’&5&9&2{ n Juauﬂw father who had avidently

f1ived in Somora Simce almost the year of San Juan's abandonment, and
randad place as on one of his own itinmerdries,
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tained at Ean Juan for Lhe protection of the E%Tllln Bt and the

wo ms K = tz kave Leen regarded, at leas H*‘um:rmna,
EE & g:aihnl, degi *ng Lo Pather Juan Ortiz %:ggth tﬁw:u sLill
eallsd oapital im 1878, 1651 was & year of ne “in Lhe provincg

FeiBer Eino is suppomed to have s=pent most of the year 1680 in Sonora,

but was probably more mmong the Indisn minsion towns tham in San Juam,
"In 1693 Conors was again vepsrated, practically and perkaps formally,
from Sinaloa, or from the jurisdiction of the yud comandante at San
Felipe™; e0 Lhat San Juan was now Mie Lhe undisputed capital, naL
the potition of the inhabitents, o new Tlying company® of Tifty men
was organised for Lhe defencs of Sonmors, and Dominge Jircnza Pelris ds
Jruaate, ex-governor of New Maxico, was in February put 4in command Wi
with the Litle of ocapitam-gobernndor, Ha i= oalled in documents of
the time, governor, geheral, or captain, and hi= authority in Sonora
was apparenlly Lie =ams as that of Lhe comandante of Einzloa, Lhere
teing mothing to indicate Lhat he was in any way aubordinate Lo that

officinl, Ha slso held after March the office of alcalde mayor 4im
place of Helohor RBuis, FHis capital and ordinary plase of residence

was mt San Juan Bautista, He came up to Sonors probobly in 1893,
obtaining reoruits for kis company on Lie way, imcluding six at
Sinaloa presidic; and at once proceeded to initiate kis men ints
active servioe by Lwo succezsful camphigns sgainet Lhe savages who had
sttagked Hacori and Bacadepguacki, In 1694 Lthe work wes sealously pra
sseuted 4n &l 1sant four oampsigns on tke north.eastern frontier ageinst
tha Apaches, Joocomes, Janos, and allfed bands,,...e.es dJuan Hateo
Mange wa= a nephew of Governor Jironza, whe had left Spain in 1882 to
join his unsles, and kad boen appoinyed Ly Lhe latler sneign in the

o volante., At Lhe ztg'ii;l.nihk of 1804, bteing mode licutshnant
alsalds maycr, and Lan & rra, he wau deteilsd to BIZOmpADY tin
padres on their exp ions, witk orders tc write official reporte of
all disgoveriss, Fis preporis kayve fortunaltely been precerved, and

@ the best original supthorily on Lhe explorstion of northern Eonora
ﬁ:uluﬂtn alss what i= now souolhern Arizoma), being artrg mora =atis.

tory t.fu evan Kino?s letters aa smbiodi in Lhe 8 iop angs”®

-Thass marth cpedttions of Mange, e Eino and others covere ;
period !%; that of 1607 being down the San Fedrc River
to 4ts Jumolidnm with Lhe Oila, and Lhence Lo Lhe Casa Orande and

aven A= far as the repion of ruins norihk of the ila,whioh wers
sppareatly Lboee of Lhe Oasa Blanca or Casa Montesums; an ex-

pelition whish e=—ms—za diedd ertee-——erre—peesrte i deankilsroarondne,
4 coincided, for smevidskarseryd » short distance on San Pedro River

with th Oeronado, Most of Lhe military M ngnﬂunm nut K
the Apaches, ssem to have started from Fronteras, bettar kno

SBanta Rosa Corocdeaguachi, the preaidis of uhfhh
place hed hw-ﬂmd since 1690; and fhe "flying company", or
paxt of L, wasl ordinarily quartered there, Lthough its camn.

paigns were nrﬂlr-mrﬁti Juan, Yot & small garrison. seems to
kave been kept ot o i fsoc; for whem Dalvatierra arrived st Jan
.Imtul r:hiurr. “E:i;g' H:m Lhufﬂ ““g“r.iiﬁ'ﬁ% Jiru:.tl E
ieu ge, & mn h:yﬂé‘inlrh n,E onjo Heoaldo,
A e TlE ekt Tholnge) U4 Fopuiasiociatorsd yoby Tuglyhadsolsrye,
tierra Lo Lhe ragion ol LEe he he Gulf of Californias, In that
year, Lhe Jesuit Tather, l-lntar ;‘““'3"’ Seons a:i Ewn :u? m Tes-
B ar rie st San Juan, Reminiscent o s
ﬂ:ﬂih?ﬁﬁ:rmﬁug ui!fhg Ewgn'lll-ﬁn o wrole in 1762, "These parishes
gan by no means be considered lucrative pocitioma; Yor, spesking on
the auhgant. to obtain fnformation with one who had been parich fﬂ.uut
of San Juam Bsutisin de Gonora for thirly years, I was sssured Lhat

during his time, when the Province was nol 89 much mclented by Lhe
enemiesi when Lee =ilver mines wers in operation and producing muchj
when sl]l the places we have mentioned &= abandoned....were pecpled;



B,

bhe was not able to obtain o thousand fnaua for the support of the
parish; and that only by renting out Lhe Liithes ha succeeded in
getting up a ranoh in order to live decently, . Bupgh being the ‘cass
when Scofiora had a boha a W8 may con ecture that in these sto

hdmepm times one half will“perbaps be the amount, It is proper to add
that the parish of San Juan Hantista was considered the best and rich-
é3l, bubl I am half inelined to think that the reason why it 4did not
yield more in those days was becapse the emeritus pastor and venesrable
man, as I have heard from others, was accustomed to aIalEt the poor
from paying their taxes, and waes not very exacting with Lhe others as
is the practice now in asking =peciej but he contented himsalf with
haada of cattje, which were then plentiful. Besides, ha would give
his Lwo or Lhree ansistanls nearly all the fee= they colleoted for
him, Oonsequently we may conjecture that he might have had as much as

?r two or three thousand pescs for competent subsistance," From

Eancroft again we learn that Governor Jironza was succeeded My "in the

t f 1 bty Gen Jacinto Fuens Saldafla, who is accused b
EEnE:nng hl:ﬂ¥: gbtligzglhi:uaammand rough uniurthy iuhngguglﬂ?"

Lk
n'his tyrn b e 1712 by b h
Bapedia Gra st fon'y dugrds, who2g condiot”actoxaRE 0
rapre e gy fay e ¥ aulksr was 8 moye 00 >
M il e e i A el
. Eino fo issions among the J L sl gl
tﬁq :I t:?; fﬁi&l l:ﬂpﬂnttlzra now huguziga willing Eiﬂt=nn:gu%uﬂ'

! friMuip g rp i (ol Ltheze rulars
b posin lans of
:gcunntiuna & nat the Pimps, affording ready exouses for plufisring

the latter's CLowns In fact, Ealdalia wis accused of having ac
"very badly) and Tuffon irds"sti rsef, the latter, ¥retiring
far from f:ls presidio «+.1e sadd to have

engaged for some nine year:s in mining and 1Eriunlhurt, even employing
some of the soldiers in his own private work, The company was never
full, btut pay for the whole numbar was drawn from Lthe treasuary by
Tufon, who covered his irregularities,....by forged papers and by
filling the ranke with oriminals or veocinos for the rars inspections......
It 45 Lo be supposed that all this tTme EbEe presidio forces were doing
some service in protecling Lhe frontier seltilements from
Apache raidsj; bul excepting the oytrages on the Pima pueblos,already
noticed, and ¢ slatament at Tufion made three sntradas against Lhe
savages in 1724, we have no definite records of campai n any di-
Aonote. or ooRaBIAnLE of YEpOIIyine compeny” e 916 - g
O an o 8 m T n ]
Fﬁi‘tg-ra Eﬁlﬁ "‘ﬂhi 1720, rétt-'w*inirgg ruuin«g Hoﬂ t n’-‘tinE ke’
enmission of Juan B, Ahsa a='eaptain o e presidio of Sta, Ros
prodeagpuacki ;" this Anza bteing, uuuurditg to Sancrolt, tht tuth;r of
he Juan Bautista Anza who was prominent ingthe early history o oy
Alta California, But it would hardly seem thal tEis«Captainm of iﬂiﬁi i,
fipfif the Presidio of Pronterss could have been at this time governor; A
for Banoroft remarks, "In my MS uﬂﬁ{ of tom, xvi of the Archivo ﬁ%
b

in Mexico, in connection w Lbe ono

gi;%%iﬁ,nan sy OF 1764, is s wop bearing the date of April 13, 173

he title: vincia %; la gu!vl ndalucis ¢ de 3, Jusn Baut® de
Sonmora, & por el Capph de Usb® D, Gabriel de PrudBom Heyder,
Butrom y Muxics, Bazom Heyder, avoshing Goldokrej guien por
merced 'dt_u Eey 1s gobernd gcho afos™; from which it would seem
that from 1720 to 1732 inclusive, or thereatout, the Province of San
Junn Bautists de Somora was governsad prnuunlhli at Lthe town of Lhe
sams name, by & ulvnlri gnptain and tarca of fa I}I gzli name &nd
Liti- I! he Eﬁt it al n, Gl{tllﬂ Ansa was kill na Eisht
with Lke Apgoes in I.Er:!.ﬂ. MEs In 1734,the town of San Jusn de Sonmora
lost much its Enﬁ, %nll Eﬁnﬂlﬂl:ﬂﬁl. Since 1893
é ¥ a () t 8
0

kad bLeen
iﬂﬂ“iin Jun Lng th subjeot in civ n
political malters to the govermor of Nueva Viscaya, ow 81l the

oogst Ernrinc 5 1=§¢Hﬁéuﬂ in ugg‘:ﬁurpﬂnn called Sinaloa y So

Eﬂlfrt =n§=%k gfnuuidruhgﬂkgdagia BUCCABBOYSE ILEDEQE:iit:ﬂtgltEE!.t

governor of Nueva Vizcaya, who no longer had juris on over Lhe
const, The capita] was perhaps deamed to be regularly San Felipe de

"Sinaloa and




Sinalos; but practically it was in Sonors, at Ean Juan, Pitic, or
San Miguel Horcasitas, where the state of public affairs obliged

the governor Lo spend most of his tims,...... Hoidrobo ruled
t411°1741," when "Don Agustin Vildosola became governor ad interim,...
e Two naw presidics......were founded, one at Fitic, or San

Pedrc de l1a Oonguista, on the site of modern Hermozillo, to hold
in check the Yaquis, Eeris, Fimas, and Tepocas, and the other in
the north at Terrenale, or San Eernadc Grecis Real, designed Lo
protect the missions of Pimer{a Alta from Apache raids, The new
ruler resided for the most part at Pitie,™

Thus departed from the ancient capital of Sonmora the last vestige
of politieal suthority, Henceforth it wes nothing more than a
mining town and cettlementy the Eeal de San Jusan, Ten years
later, even this was extinguisked, at the hands of the Apasches,
at the time of the Pima uprising. From Lhe Rudoc Ensayc we learn
that 4t was depopulated on the 3rd day of May, in 1781; and Lhat
in 1762 it otill remained "completely abandoned, nol so0 much
because its rich minerals bave been exkausted, although the mines are
partly flooded, 8= because of the incessant hostility of the Apachesn."

T

Qn Disturnell's de los Eatados dgs de Mejico, Nueva York, 1847
known 88 "Lhe Trealy map," a place cal "Somora'" is shown ecme dis-
tance below Huspaca, and i represan as being connected by Lrail
thrnuEh Guasavas and Chosolates Pasé Fuerte de San Busna Ventura in
the states of Chihuahua, Lippincoti's Gasetteer of the World, edi-

tiocn of 1882, has the following bit of nobl very accurate information,
apparently derived from some antiquated source: "Sonora, o town of
Mexieca, state of Sonora, 38 miles 8, of Arispe, Pop, B000, Near it nre
some s41ver mines," .Althaug;h such a population could have been only
that of the whole mining district, quEk%!%. in its bonanza days, and

the desoription of position would apply tetter to Banamicki, whose
valley Bandelier found,in 1BEB4, "the broadest and finest ar';ll along

the Sonora River," Lkough "in reality of limited extemt,", K ."Leaming
with sdigns of cultivation” (Final Report,Part II,4868), the "Socnora™ of
the Gaselteer is evidently cld San Juan de Sonora, one league above
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