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THE GENEHRAL ANTECEDENTS AND THE FRAT MARCCS PRODACME
OF CORCNADO'S EXFEDITION,
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Frnlorations in the Countsy that Exteands from thka City of Wexdco to
tle Sevan Cities of Cibols, —or ohiefly In Chikusblua, Sinsloa, Sonors,
Arigons, and New Wexico, — from thcse of Tesjo about 1520 or sarliar,
to thoms of Warcos de HiZa and Welchicr Disz in 15033.

Tkea sxpedition of Gensral Francisco Vasques® ds Coronado from tha
Uity of Maxico to Lhe Tnidian pusblo region of wastarn New Maxico
in queat and conquest of the "Jeven Citfes of Cibola,®™ with its
gollateral sxoursicons to the Woqui and Grand CUafnon ragion of Avrizona,
to the flocd-pleain repion of Lle Colorado Fiver of the Wsat, +to Lha
pusablo reagion of tke Sio Grands Valley and Lha Roc¥y Mountains, and
over tke plains of Texas, Oklakoms, and Xanaas, to ths fabled asountyy
of Quivire, i3 one of Lhe most ranarkable and intersatinpg campaiegns
of Hew World expleration and discovery of wiick wa have racord,

Va can not s &0 00 e e . {7 %
asomplate sceount of 4t; but seversl of Lhs Early Zar Wasl Papsrs will
be davoted to data and pheszes of it thEat bavs aspacisllr interastad
the pragent writer snd engwfged kis alteaticon, Haaders in whom thasa
fragments may prompt & wish to know more about LLis gront antrada of
the Early Far Wast, ara vafarred to Geores Parksy Winship's littles
book, "Thes Journey of Coronado," containing tranalaticons of Castafi=de's
and Jaramillo's narratives and of ctker originsl documants sonearning
it, er to Eis woleninous and richly 1llustrated memoir, "The Coronado
Pxpadition, 1040=1043. " witk its 1ikes trapglalions, 4ils elaborate
Historical Tntrodaootion, and sope Of LIe original Spanialk taxta,
in tke Fourtementh Annual Feport of tis Burean of Etknolopy; and Lo
Lhe olanssic rassurckes of Fapdalier ond Fodgs (oited elmssavwhers in
thases Fapers), the CTompletes Works of Lubﬂﬁkpﬁn?n Bancroft, and the
writines of Haynes,* Browar™ Richey,*"and Ethﬁrz,

*Tn Finsor's Harcabiva and uriticel Misltocy of Amarice, Volumes TT7,

rﬁ“ *Wamcirs of Explorations in the Basin of the Wississipri,
=

.EEEEE Kansas Hzatﬂsinil EnllagﬁinnﬂJ Unéumn vEtT,
= Ll




r——-
it

—

S P = . )

Eofore taking up the erpedition itaelf, we shall dovole this first

Lo its salegedonta; Lhat is, #2 shall notice Lhe ehief considora~

tions that led Lo its being nndorbaken, and shall roview ite more
important antecedent apZ proparntory explorations, tLogethor with
cortain other reloted conditions and evonte, Amongat recent authors,
thess subJacts have hoon discussed ot more or less length, snd with
omisaion or emphagis of certein phasea, by Bancroft, Winship, and
others, and anpeaially by Bandelior, Their troatment hare will be

somowhat comprokensive, but without any pretomnse to compleloness,
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In Ckupter I of Castafeda's Relacion, "whiﬁh.trqnts of the way wa
first cams Lo know about the Seven Cities, and of tow Nu¥o da Guzman
mode an expedition to disecover tkam," igsgrrﬁnﬁlntnd oy Winship, -w&-
ASESTl we Tead, "In the year 15 ﬂdf? o de Gonzman, whko was
Prasident of New Epain, kad ip ki= pessession an Indian, a native of
the valley or valleys of Oxitipar®, who was called Tajo by the Span-

o

*Oxitipar was not far from Meztitilan, north-northessterly from the
City of Mexico, In Lha -:.I:T.ngt.ﬂ betwsen MalMeliduedmendaul captain
i1 Gonzalez da Bepavides and Nu¥o da Guzman regarding jurisdiction
ever territory on the border between the kingdom of Naw Epain and tka
provinea of Pinuuu‘ sooording to & dooumant of 1528 aitad by Eaneroft
{I_ Eﬂﬂ}, "Senavides offarad to surrender '"Tapekuacan, Quauktla,
Yohualica,' but insisted on retaining the towns in the district of
TMeztitlar, Oxitapa, Tlamatian, and Guazalingo', M These placeas ars
in tha northeastern quarter of the State of HidalgojpMeztitlan being at
less Lbhan half, and several if not all of tha uLharﬂfﬁi btelween half
anl two-tbirds of ths dintance from the City of Maxibo to tha village
of Pdnuge,

e

iarida, This Indian said he was the 8on of a Lradar who was daad,
but Lthat when he woe o little boy his father had gons into thas back
country witk fine feathers Lo trade for ornaments, ond tkat whan ha
cams back be brought a large amount of gold and silvar, of which there
ie & good deal in tkat country, He went witk Lkim once or twice,

and saw soma very largs villages, whkich he compared to Mexico amd its
anvirons, He had sasn seven very largs towns wkich bhad estrests of
ailver workers, It took forty days to go thers from kia country,
through & wilderness in which notbing grew,excepl coma very small
plants aboul a span high, The way Lhey went was up thkrough the
country tetween the Lwo aeas, following the northern direction, Aot =
ing on tkis information, Nuffo de Guzman got together nearly 400 Span-
iards and 20,000 friendly Indians of New Spain, and, as ke Eappensd teo
be in Mexigo, ke oromsed Tarsseca, whkich is in the province of
Michoacan , =0 aa Lo get into the regicn whioch the Indisn aaid waa to
be crosmed Loward the Mortk sas, in tkis way gatting te Lka gountry




which they ware looking for, which wss slroady nsmed 'The Seven Hfkd
Cities. .t La Lhnught. from the forty deavae of whiock the Tejo had
apoken, that it would be feound to be wbout 200 leagues, mnd that they
would easily be sble to cross the country, "™

_ﬁ:utlﬁudnl Winship's Translation, Bu, Etk. Ann, ZIV
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cunsion of Spanisk lesgoes will be found in Early Far ilﬂh Faper, Ho, Z.
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It is not now gess==tty helieved Liat  an ‘!nuwlaﬂnu of alilver work-
ing exiated in Cibolm at the Lime nf?ﬂnh_ scovery, &ltipugh Coronsds
siated in 1540, a feow weeks after his arrival LRers, that some mold
and silvaet kEsd bean found there, whick waz &d judgsd Ynot bad" by Lloas
who knew About mineralsg bul he added that ke could nol lemarn wianos
thase precions melals were obtainaed, mnd tkat tke Z1kolmns ware not
dispoaad to tell Rim bLie truthk sbout tilnogs, belleving ke must soon
depart, Tf the Zulis dg@ at Lhat Line MRy knowledgs of workine sil-
ver, it was doubbtless slight, and did nol include melbting nor recovery
of silver from thke ore, but only the sktsping of sukll piecas of Lhe
native metal whkich they way have foundj and aven sush knowladge an
thet, tﬂf:lnfun:lﬂgﬁfiﬁﬂﬂt plaaes where Efilver or gold oeocurrad,
would no doubt have bean religiously concesled by them, so’soon as it
was discoversd Lhat Lhesss patsls wera prime objecta with Lhe hated
whits invedsrs who had peemmdtm csuscd @ 58 -muck fenr and misfortune,
——— TL isa = curious fact, howaver, Lhat Lhae Zufids, 1ike the
and?knd gtzar Fueble Indisns — &a woll &8 aspecinlly tis Havabnca, who
kaves s large adeixturs of Pusblo blocd— Reve in racent timss shown
spacial aptitude for silver working, by mutlnda.i%;fz
thk=s erusible and whieck tlrey have lenrnse

neluds asa of

from while
men; and, wkile it is not gujite =n inslance in whick "Eistory f:bulhﬂ
itaslf,¥ Lke "streots of silver workers" in CUibola Eave latterly s
partial reslisation in tke fsct that in the present pueblo of ZuWi
theare are chopa of si{lversmiths, Cne of Lhess skopa is shown 1in thae
socompanying illustration, reproduced from tre Twenty-Lhird Annusl
seport of tks Bureau of American #thnology.*
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¥From Ea&;aﬁhda' Account hlnna. one u:uld EUuppoae that the Army Lad
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means of enlisting men onder bhisd banng
kopa of = s, In a reported ndrlhwashe_n rovinca ﬂlﬂEﬁﬂiﬁHﬁi
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and Lown of Cigpuatan {"plooce of women'), "5f the COOmOETARH =

arnt' talan of tke "rich and mysterious isles of the Amazons, ™ But
the immediate and ijmpelling cause of his undortaking was guite diffar-
ant from oither of these matiers, Tbhe following account of Lhkie

Wil expedition of 1529= "1 is condensed chiefly from Bancrofi'ts
HHistory of Mexico™ and "History of the HNorth Mexican Statea and '.“uxa.-_-r

Guzman's presidential adminisbtration in New Epain, though brief, hadbheen
g0 high.hanied and ohnoxious to tha paople® that rumblings from qnﬂln
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*Ac an illuminating example of kis methods, we need nnly “mantian Ltha
following incidert of his rule o little enﬂiar, an govarnor of Lthe
prevines of PAnucoj kis ruls as Fresident of New Spain bteing id ful1l
of annally and aven more infamous subtrages, Ee attempted to saguaster
the property of cartain sfanish settlers bteyond the bordars of his own
provinca, Feaveral of them hbaing cavaliars refused Lo bend to the
imparious governor, and were therefore lashed and tortured: one wan
nafiled to a post by the tongue for inmmclant language, and another was
hanged, while the natives of their towns were many of them hutcheared
!Er chaying their masters."” (Bancroft, X, 285.)
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wnrnaﬂ him of impanding removal from office and of supergeiurs by o
rival and enemy, from whkom, should he come undar his= power, he might
axpact wall-marited veangeanca, Like the skrewd lawyar that he was,
ha tharefore plannad Lo retain rToval favor by exploring naw lands and
adding to tke royal domain of Spain a new kingdom wkich, as his rawan;r
ha sahould rule independently of hkis successor in New Epain, It matter-
ad nok, and indeaed suited Eim the hetter, il this should be 4in lands
claimed and in part already explored, and designed for farthar and

autkorized discovery, by Cortda, Ea anoporlingly usad amd abusad aill
the praat powers of his offies in tha formaticn of ansgesel army of
aonouent HEvy szanarcus pifts Lo coptaine in his confidence, chiaef

among whom werse cristdbal de Offats, Rodrigo de Albornoz, and
Paralmindes Obirinos, of pueblon whieh of right balomged ko Cortds am
ethers, by meaans of libaral bounties and seductive promises to some,
while the unwilling were forced Lo anlist or %0 sand substitutes,

Gusman sutceeded in reeruibting o soffdecient number of men in Ouatamala,
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(5 ﬂnihun. anut slnswkars, ¥a f1llad ris military chast By seizuvre
of funds halonging Lo the orown, an mot involving a constructive

arrest of the Lreasury officials who cpposad him, and tha extocrtion of
forced lomns from the wealthy of the city, though this was forbidden
by law, Preparations for the campaign thoush hasty were thorough,

L5 ]

and greatly faecilitated because of Lkheo almost ommipolent powar enjoyed
by Lke president, and Just hefore Christmas he tmﬂténad to hie usunl
plencant pastime in fresh fieglds at the head of the largest and best
equippel army that as yet had marched umder the royal banner in the
How World, oonsisting as it did of two humdred horse, Lhras hundre:d
foot-goldiars, and some artillerymen with twelve guns, togather with
at least ten thousand Tlascalteos and Moxlofns, , .o evvennenssnsasses
"It was in Decomber 1520 Lthat Nufilc de OGuzman left Lhe eacpitnl as one
flying from ratribution. "*

————

‘1£nnurﬂft. X, pp. 205-%4 and 344,

"Tha route loy through Mickoacan and down the Ric Grande do Lorma
to tha region of the modorn Guadalo jars, This first otogs of the
advaneo was signalized by tke brutal aml unprovoked mumier of King
Tangarxoan Caltzontzin, after ke kad heean foreed by torture to furnish
thousands of servants for Lhe morthern sxpedltion, and to relinquish
a1l the little wealtk that romanined to kim, Lator progress was in
Egoping wilth the blocdy beginring, In May 15630 the several divisions

of tke army were raunited after haviag overrunm tho whkole of what is
now southarn amd ofaftern Jalisco, Some deatackmentes seem Lo havo
penetrated as far nortkward as the eites of Lagos, Aguss CUnlientes,
fmoateoone, and Jores, Gusmon's advance was marked evorywhkore by
eomploto dovastation, and few pueblos estuped burning, He attantion
was paid to the rights of Lhe former pidsyedis conquerors, Avalos and
Franoisco Cortds, but the policy wao Lo make it appear ‘tkal Lhs coun-
try had mever beon eomguersd, and tkat the prosgst gonguest was nol an
ensy ore; therefore such Tndians as were nol hostile at first, wera
soon provoked to hostility, that there might he an excuss for plumidsr
and destructicn and carnage, and especially for making slnves, Thig
chapter of horrors continmued to the end of the mxpedition, but outrs-
ges wero considerakbly loss froquent anmd terrible in the far north Lhan
soutk of Lthes Rio Grande, A garrison was left at Tapio, Lko germ of
the later Compostela, ard or May 29tk Guzman orossed thke Bio Tololot-
lan into nnexplored territory, of which he Look formal possession
under the name of Graater Spain, & title deeignod to eclipas that of
Now Spain applied Lo the conguent of Cortds, n®
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P Lhe coast by short stages, Gusman and his army success-

red and conguered the provinces of Asztatlan (whore most of

the l1atter half of 1530 was spent and the army suffered grecat losses

by flood an
Muzatlan),

d pestilenmoe), Chametla, Quezala (in thke regicn of prament
Piastla, Ciguatan, and Culimecan,

Thea province of Cigualan (or Ciguatlan) abova mentioned, wuu.¢9¥ﬁvgr
of thkat nome, which the Bpaniards Lrapslated "aio de las Mugeres." The
Rio "Ciguatlan" is shown on D! Anville's map of North America (1748),

A A Emall

river a few leapues south of Ric Culiacan, in tke position

of that now called Hio San Loranso,

#Tke rick

and mysterious isles of Lhe Amazons had beon from the

firat one of the strongest inoentives to northwastern axploration

it Lthe mind

2 of botk Cortds and Guzman, Tbke cosmographer by Eis

vagaries bad furnished the romancer witk sufficient foundation for

Lka fable:
haoidl seamadl
naarar Lo O

the tales of nalives from the first conguest of Michaacan
Lte suppeort it un&:ﬂnaman procesded morthward and drew
iguatan ki= Lopes woroc groatly exoited. Hatives along

the routs were willing to gratify the Spanish dosire for Lhe marvel-
lous, or perhaps the interpreters’ zeal cutranm their linguistio nkil1®
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Marvallous

details soncerning Ciguatan, “tte ‘Jﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂul_ﬂit?_ﬂ? Women?

are recited by writers "as having been told® {the Spaniards| "before

Lhuy arriv

¥and as corroborated more or loss complatoly by whal bthey =maw an? hoapl

od” [hore),  ofsfadar sl wokrolad ok ol abof nt o visdad oo o it ot

e i

at Ciguetan, where they found many women and {ew men, But, &8 Baveo.
ral of them wimit, it was soon discoverod that the men Lad either f10d

Lo mvold LR

g Spaniards or Lo make proparations for an attack,

tﬁannrnft =

vy 1,

they called

In rha prnvinna af Enliaumn. hnadquartura was  made ot o planu which

Colombo, apparently e i @urfaead o skort dintance

ahova Lhe native village of Culfacan and oo the river of the latter

bhmp; and

from it several parties wore sent out for exploration, In

ong of Lhaoe, despatohed northward,along the coast region, Lope do
Samanisgo reached Ythe Rioc de Petatlan—so called from Lhe polates,
or mate, with which Lhe matives govered their dwellings,® In
another, Oonzalo Lopez, the army-masler, sopecsaded in crossing the

gierras to
Loran® @ anl

of Durango;

the aastward of Lthe ascurocgs of the rivers Culizcan and San
penctrated far dinto the territory whioh is now the state
and Guzman, who had brought the army as far as
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Ouamochiles and Ead there roceived word by n messenger thkat a pass
bad bean found by Lopes, procceded Lo follow after, but being 111

and herne on & litter, and having % forty leagugs over the Tough
mountain route, or "almost across the range," iﬂﬂ%ﬁmet Logpez roturning
with the report that o march of seventy lezgues across the plaine has
lod to nolking, " and that "the eountry afforded no supplies,” ke
sbandoned the undortaking, amd "slowly and despondently, .., retracad
Eis steps, with great hardships and losses, especizlly of horses,

Lo Culinean, or Colombo, where ke arrived on Santiage day, or Tuly
265tk", 1531.°
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In tha province of Eu; acan Guzman now fuund#ﬂ the
1 B ey A
Willa of § igueF, . nn " Lr Ri¢ gan Lo an:ﬂ%?ﬂajg
”‘“ﬂ‘fﬁ‘m P

h_ r-unuvﬂr_'l Lo the nul,ivn t.u'ln ot E:nl:lmﬂan knnw—n
é}girﬁﬂan Mignel de ﬂulinuan.hsan Miguel, or Euliannn. according Lo tha
B

¢aker's sonvenience, By sorties througk tke 3urrnunﬂ1ng country,
j:ﬁan Migusl swoecpeass Wi stocked with provicions, Bﬂ&‘!&uinq laft 4in
-it "one kundred soldiers, fifty cavalry,and fifty infantty" a
gltlers, sisd with Mupd=dneBdy many Indian n&rrnnusihiﬁ : pointﬂd
Captain Diego de Proafb as alealde mayor and Brother Alvara Gutierrez
ﬂas curate, and having made other neodful *hrrangements for Lke new got-

tlement,® starting in the middle of October, he relurmad with his
’Erﬂy te Jaliseo, wkero he made Eampnﬂtula Lhie capital E?L
¥ |8pain " .

Castafeda pacson Svar mos o FURREES duiﬂ%WﬁﬁEﬂ:ﬁhn ona
ar two interesting sidelights on @ conditions ot Culiacan and
elesewhore, Ho says, in pert,™ss scon as Lhey hand remschad Lhe

ﬂfﬂﬂﬂl’ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ﬂfﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ provinsa of CQuliacan, whers
nds government sndec, and where the New Kingdom of Galicia is now,
they tried to eross the Ebhhlii; but found the diffieultiss Tary
greal, bacause the mouniains whbich are mear that sea are Bo roughk
that it was impossible, after great labor, Lo find a passazaway in
that region, His whole army had to stay in Lke district of Culiacan
for e0 long on thia sascyunt Lthat some Tich men who were with him, who
hail posssssions in Mexico, changed their ﬂiﬂﬂﬁ, and avery day became
mora anxious to return, Besides this, Nuffc de Gusman received word
that the Marguls of Lthke Valley, Don Fernando Cortes, had coms from
dpain with bhis new title’{"Marquds del Valle de Caxaca y Capitan
Ganaralba 1a Bueva Eopells y de la Oosta del Sur® ]*nnL with greaat
favnra and astates, and as Nulic de Guzman bad Lasn a great riial of
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